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Craft food for craft beer. 
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threepennytaproom.com 
108 Main Street Montpelier VT | 802.223.TAPS 


BEN & JERRY'S CONCERTS ON THE GREEN 
AT SHELBURNE MUSEUM - SHELBURNE, VT 


GARY CLARK JR / 
'TROMBONE SHORTY 
& ORLEANS AVENUE 

MON. JUNE 29TH 


We’re celebrating 20 YEARS! 


Buy this! 


Get this FREE! 
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starting at $929.99 
1 4GB/128GB save $270 
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OLD CROW 

MEDICINE SHOW 

SAT. JULY 25TH 
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23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont • prohibitionpig.com 


ONE DAY ONLY! 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22™ 

— Extended Sale Hours: 9am to 8pm 
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ENTER TO WIN A FREE PAIR OF SANDALS!’ 


Williston 879-6640 | Barre 476-7446 I St. Albans 527-0532 I Plattsburgh 518-324-7400 

Sale Details at www.lennyshoe.com 


Spring is (finally) in the air. 

Designs by: 
DVF 
She & Lo 
Rails 
David Lerner 
BCBG 
Nicole Miller 
Bailey 44 
360 Cashmere 
Via Spiga 
Parker 
Trina Turk 
Elizabeth & James 
and more! 


Our Tacos reign sup 
but our new, fancy 
plates are a dream. 


98 ChurdTSt. 802-660-4004 www.JessBoutique.com 
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Local Vermonters get first tracks at these amazing prices before we share the 
savings with our national customers online. Come to our Shelburne Road 
Warehouse and find your favorite gear and outerwear— check it out, try it on, 
and take it home confident that it’s exactly what you want! 
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877-284-3270 • 2613 Shelburne Rd. • www.KLmountainshop.com 
Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-6, Fri. 10-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6 


KL MOUNTAINSHOP.COM 


kl! mountainshop.com] 


Wednesday, April 15 th 
thru Tuesday, April 21 st 







PHISH & WILDLIFE 


P hish drummer Jon Fishman usually wears a dough- 
nut-patterned muumuu onstage. Last week, when 
it was his turn to testify before a House committee 
in Montpelier, he shed a black hoodie, revealing a slightly 
more formal green sweater. “This is as well-dressed as I 
can be," he told the Statehouse crowd. 

Our political editor, Paul Heintz, had dropped by to 1 
hear Fishman speak. The topic? Elephants, mostly. 

The Committee on Fish, Wildlife and Water 
Resources was taking up a measure to 
ban the sale and trade of ivory in the 
state, and Fishman was in favor. 

"I understand that a big concern 
for the inconveniences that a ban 
on ivory would cause humans is the ***the statef 

effect it might have on traveling mu- 
sicians." said Rshman, who has played 
on the road for 32 years. "I just cant begin to tell you how 
crazy and absurd I think that is." 

Heintz, who later interviewed the 50-year-old 
Charlotte resident, did not hide his self-described "fanboy 



He began his interrogation with: "I'm wondering why 
you're such an awesome drummer." 

Said Fishman: "I’ve been playing for 42 years. If I 
haven't gotten somewhere on the instrument by now 
— I dont know that I'm an awesome drummer. I know 
that IVe been doing it for 42 years. After 42 years, you 
get halfway decent, at least. So I'm probably halfway 

Heintz also wondered what led Fishman to tes- 
tily, given his band's relatively apolitical 
history. Turns out two of his five children 
attend Shelburne's Endeavor Middle 
School, which took on the ivory legisla- 
tion as a pet project. 
jse scene*** "When you're a parent, it's kind of like 
you gotta put your money where your 
mouth is." he told Heintz. "I cant tell (my 
children] that they should support something or that 
they should be mindful of their activities in the world if 
they ask me to participate in something and I'm not will- 
ing to participate." 

Read Heintz's entire post on sevendaysvt.com. 
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JUST PLANE DUMB 

Two men "practice"- 
landedasmall 
aircraft on frozen 
Lake Champlain 
last Saturday, and 
the Cessna started 
to sink. Guess 
they didn’t get the 
spring-thaw memo. 

VERYFERRY 

The Charlotte- 
Essex ferry resumed 
Tuesday — a sure 
sign of spring 
and yet another 
reason to wonder 
about landing a 
plane on lake ice 
three days prior. 

<& 

LOVING LATIN 

Stella Quarta 
Decima Fulgeat — 
May the Fourteenth 
Star Shine Bright 
— is now Vermont's 
official Latin 
motto, Excelsior! 

RHYME DOESN'T PAY 

Nominations are 
being sought for 
Vermont’s next 
poet laureate. 
The Vermont 
Arts Council's 
honorarium: $1,000. 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENOAYSVT.COM 

1. “Montpeculiar: A Star Witness in House 
Phish and Wildlife" by Paul Heintz. Jon 
Fishman, the drummer for the band Phish. was 
in the Statehouse last week to speak on a bill 
that seeks to protect elephants by curbing the 
sale of ivory. 

2. "Seasoned Traveler: Himalayan Nepali 
Cuisine" by Alice Levitt There are no BLTs or 
tuna melts to be found at this Morrisville gas 
station's deli counter. 

3. “The Unfortunate Coincidence of Two 
Michael Fishers" by Ethan de Seife. One is 
a filmmaker who teaches high school and 
college students; the other is a repeat sex 
offender. 

4. “Developers Propose 79-Unit Apartment 
Building in Burlington" by Alicia Freese. The 
new building, just across from the University 
of Vermont Medical Center, is still in the early 
planning stages. Developers hope to break 
ground next year. 

5. "AWOL Pols: Vermont GOPers Take a Walk 
on Indiana Resolution" by Paul Heintz. Why 
were so many Republicans absent from the 
House during the floor vote for a resolution 
condemning Indiana^ "religious freedom' law? 
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tweet of 
the week: 


dPTJaneBerry 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER fflSEVEN.DAYS 
OURTWEEPLE: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/TWnTER 
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21 Taft Comers Shopping Center, Williston • 288-9666 


I# STORE- 

5 r^FFE«RV™ ,NG ' 

I |ead#razy ' 






All the lines 
you love... 

Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
SkinCeuticals 
Kiehl's Since 1851 
bareMinerals by Bare Escentuals 
...and many morel! 



Mirror Mirr®r 


Corner of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Locally £wned - Locally Operated 



JOINT EFFORT. 



feed back 


CLEAR BOUNDARIES 

I want to offer a point of correction 
to Ethan de Seife’s assertion that “the 
jurisdictional relationship between 
Cambridge and Jeffersonville is anything 
but clear, even to locals” [“Tempest in a 
Silo,” April 1], It may not be clear to all 
locals, but it is clear. 

Jeffersonville, like Cambridge Village, 
is an incorporated village within the town 
of Cambridge. Cambridge is one of half a 
dozen or so towns that includes multiple 
incorporated villages. Next door to us, the 
village of Johnson is an incorporated village 
within the town of Johnson. Jeffersonville 
isn’t even unique in having a village name 
unrelated to that of the town: Wells River 
is a village in Newbury, and White River is 
in Hartford, to name but two. 

One further correction: On Town 
Meeting Day, residents of the town — 
which includes residents of the two vil- 
lages as well as those of the surrounding 
township — cast votes. Residents of the 
village of Jeffersonville hold their village 
meeting in mid-May; only residents of the 
village of Jeffersonville may vote at that 
meeting. Residents of Cambridge Village 
hold their village meeting in late May, and 
only residents of Cambridge Village may 
vote at that meeting. In other words, there 
are three separate municipal entities at 
play here. 

While most town services are based in 
Jeffersonville village, it’s worth noting that 


the Cambridge Health Center is in the vil- 
lage of Cambridge. 

Katherine Quimby Johnson 

CAMBRIDGE 


ART APPRECIATION 

I feel that art depicting Vermont life will be a 
welcome sight to the tourists and visitors to 
the area [“Tempest in a Silo,” April 1], I pass 
these silos every day on my drive to work 
and think how depressing they look stand- 
ing there in the empty field. How is painting 
them any different from the painted cows 
throughout Vermont or the iron “sculp- 
tures"? There are some things I object to, but 
art is never one of them. Especially when it 
makes a small tourist town even better! 

Jessica Lussier 
JOHNSON 


VISION PROBLEMS 

[Re “By Lopsided Vote, Vermont Senate 
Approves New Gun Regulations," Off 
Message, March 25]: I want to thank Sen. 
Rodgers for finally stating what I have felt 
over the past 25 years or so. To anyone 
who moved here with your vision of what 
Vermont should be, move to a state with 
your values. I am tired of having to fork 
over my hard-earned money just to pacify 
your views of what Vermont should be like. 
Having to pay out of pocket for your bike 
lanes on the roads (that less than 2 per- 
cent of bikers actually use), your welfare 




WEEK IN REVIEW 


handouts, gun control laws, Agenda 21 ... I 

It is wonderful to finally hear a senator 
who voices what native Vermonters have 
been saying for years. Kudos to you! 

Kate Hennessey 
ESSEX JUNCTION 


MILK MONEY 

“Sacred Cows” [April 1] exposes a fragment 
of the problem. If we are to tackle water 
pollution reasonably, then all parties need 
to be held accountable. The producer, 
processor and consumer 
of dairy should take 
responsibility for the 
consequences their oc- 
cupational and dietary 
choices impose on 
the tax base. Kathryn 
Flagg lays out the 
need for greater en- 
forcement and better 
land management, 
and she omits how 
much this will 
the government and 
taxpayers in a time 
of deficit Further, 
this theoretical money will be 
in addition to the epic farm bill already in 
place. How much money does the dairy 
industry need from the general public to 
police and engineer their business? Why 
do we not treat this enormous industry as 
a business? 

There exists a routine public outcry 
for an end to runaway government 
spending. Elected officials talk about 
the hard choices they face when cut- 
ting public programs to live within our 
means. The line item that sparks the 
most heated debate is education fund- 
ing. I bring it up to highlight our fixation 
with school/property tax costs while 
we have no problem picking up the 
Lake Champlain tab for the dairy indus- 
try. The federal government dropped 
$1 million on the Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture to plant cover crops in addi- 
tion to the $45 million federal response 
toward lake cleanup efforts. The real 
cost of dairy must include the enormous 
load it imposes on society before the 
industry calculates its profits. 

Eben Markowski 
PANTON 


DESTRUCTIVE CRITICISM 

Over the years I have been dismayed and 
disappointed by some of the restaurant re- 
views your food-writing team has issued, 
but the recent review of Junior’s Rustico 
[“Roughly Rustic,” March 17] really put me 
over the edge, and I felt the need to write 


to you directly. Over the years Seven Days 
has become a well-respected publication 
in our small community. Your journalists 
and contributors have become trusted 
sources for information and opinions. So I 
really struggle when I read an article that 
blasts a small business in such a painful 
and overt way. 

The author opens the review by saying 
that she started off the experience in a 
foul mood, then goes on to talk about how 
absolutely horrible the food at Junior’s 
was. Then she goes on ... and on ... and on 
— paragraph after paragraph about how 
awful everything about it is. My point? 

We get it! She didn’t 
like Junior’s Rustico. 
I respect peoples’ 
opinions — I haven’t 
Junior's, so I 
wouldn't know — but 
the fact of the matter is 
that in a town as small 
as Burlington, writers 
have the power to make 
or break a small busi- 
ness with one review. I 
feel like the hurtful tone 
you take in articles like 
this one puts small busi- 
nesses at risk of closing 
before the public gets to decide for them- 
selves whether they want to spend their 
hard-earned dollars there. 

The disregard for citizens who are 
trying their best to make it in a competi- 
tive market really sours my view of Seven 
Days and the people who contribute to it. 

Peter Goldsmith 
SOUTH BURLINGTON 


CORRECTION 

Last week’s story “Vermont’s Budget 
Cuts Meet the Great Pushback" gave 
an inaccurate title for Jim Cronan. He 
is a civilian who is the public safety 
answering point administrator for the 
state police in Williston. 


SAY SOMETHING! 











THE HILLS 
ARE ALIVE... 

WITH THE WINES 
OF AUSTRIA 

these super, food-friendly wines offer 
quality without compromise and 
emphasize tradition and innovation. 

MAY WE SUGGEST: 

ANTON BAUER WAGRAM CUVEE $16.99 
Opulence with restraint describes its rich, 
cherry fruit balanced with a lightness that 
leads to a fine, dry finish. 

MULLER-GROSSMANN 
GRUNER VELTLINER $17.99 
Single vineyard fruit shows mineralitv. 
juiciness and lively acidity. So Fresh and 
so clean. Gruners are great! 

STE1NINGER SPARKLING 
GRUNER VELTLINER $27.99 
If you love Champagne vou need to 
gy t in & discover how great Austrian 
Sparklers can be. This one kills! 
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( Cheese trader s 


802.863.0143 

Open 7 days 10am-7pm 

Web & Mobile site: 
www.cheesetraders.com 


ESSEX 

OUTLETS 

POLO RALPH LAUREN 
UNDER ARMOUR 
CARTER'S S OSHKOSH 
BROOKS BROTHERS 
PHOENIX BOOKS 
BELLA & VAN HEUSEN 
FAMOUS FOOTWEAR 


JOCKEY S GYMBOREE 
KITCHEN COLLECTION 
FAMOUS FOOTWEAR 
LANE BRYANT SNOW DROP 
VITAMIN WORLD GYMBOREE 
SWEETCLOVER MARKET 
CHRISTOPHERS BANKS 
G.H. BASS ACE HANNAFORDS 
KITCHEN COLLECTION 


ESSEXOUTLETS.COM 
I ESSEX WAY, ESSEX, VT 05452 



ALLEY OUTLOOK 

POWERED BY STOU-DOPLER 700 


THURSDAY 64 ° 
FRIDAY 61 ° 
SATURDAY 64 ° 

c'tn»n d»um Friday 
and celebrafe wifh 
AUDyLUGoafv 

STARLIME RHYTHM MS afi 

WTM 


Red Square 

open season «n alley seatin'/ 


WED 9/15 SMALL CHANGE 7PM 
DJ DAVE VILLA 11PM 
IHU 9/16 TEQUILA PROJECT 6PM 

DJ TYTANIUM 10PM / 0 JAY BARON 11PM 
FRI 9/17 ANDY LUGO 9PM 

STARUNE RHYTHM BOYS 7PM 
DJ CON YAY 9PM 
DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 11PM 
SAT 9/18 DJ RAUL 6PM 

SPACE CARNIVAL/SQUID PARADE 7PM 
DJMASHTODON 11PM 
DJ REIGN ONE 11PM 

TUE 9/21 ELLEN POWELL TRIO 7PM 
DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 11PM 

156 church Sfrecf , Eurlingfon 

Having a parfy? Renf fne blue r«t*i/ 
inCo@redsqparevt.c°in . xsv-xtot 





— Mr. Roland Wilbur 
resident since 2008 


Mrs. Eleanor Lidofsky 
resident since 2011 


4081 Mountain Road, Stowe • 802-253-4531 
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SPRING SPECIALS 

a Iff4. special 
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“ ; EXPERT TUNE-UP 

• mm $30 

..f li I PRO TUNE-UP ... 

reb$ioo$80 

FACTORY TUNE-UP 

REEsmSiZb 

CALL FOR DETAILS • VALID THROUGH MAY 12TH 


April 25 & 26 


Special Guest Clinician 
Renowned Trainer 
Dr. Andrew McLean 


• Indoor Equine 

• Dog Shows 8t Agility Dem< 

Extreme Trail Challenge [ 

Sun. April 26 m at 9:00 

$2,700 in prize money! 
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DON'T MISS! "Horsin' Around on Saturday Night" 

Equine & Canine Variety Show • Sat, April 25 lh at 7:00 

More information at www.cvexpo.org EXPOSITION 


WHAT OUR RESIDENTS ARE SAYING... 


I can't begin to tell you how wonderful the 
caregivers in the Haven are (Memory Care). So 
kind and attentive. I visit my husband there every 
night. 

My advice to new residents is be ready to be 
open to other people. Look into the activities that 
are available to you here. They have a nice variety 
so join in! 

I moved because my husband would need 
more care, he has Alzheimer's. Shelburne Bay 
was the ideal solution because they have The Ha- 
ven (memory care) where I could see him easily 
every day, just go and see him whenever I want. 


In my life I worked so many hours, 
so when I retired I just wanted to 
relax and read the periodicals. It's the 
right time in my life and this is what I 
needed. I enjoy just getting a couple of 
meals a day and housekeepers. I like 
to be able to really get to know people. 

The most enjoyable part is meet- 
ing and getting to know all of the 
residents. Can't get lonely here! Such 
a great staff - they seem to really know 
what they are about. 


For older adults seeking a vibrant lifestyle that only Vermont can offer, our 
community is the perfect place to call home. Every convenience afforded, 
every preference accommodated, every indulgence encouraged. 


JC RESIDENCE 


Please contact Cathy Stroutsos at 802-923-2513 or cstroutsos@residenceshelburnebay.com 
185 Pine Haven Shores Road Shelburne, Vermont 05482 | residenceshelburnebay.com 
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ALL IN FOR SPRING? 

LET YOUR ADVENTURE BEGIN! 




The North Face 

Lifestyle Store 

90 Church St., Burlington 
www.KLMountainshop.con 


The North Face 

Summit Store 

210 College St., Burlington 

877 - 284-3270 



Local Vermonters get first tracks at these amazing prices before we share the savings with oui 
national customers online. Come to our Shelburne Road Warehouse and find your favorite gear 
outerwear — check it out try it on, and take it home confident that it’s exactly what you want 1 


KLMOUNTAINSHOP.COM 2613 


877-284-3270 

vw.KLmountainshop.com 
I. Shelburne Road. Shelburne 







No additives in our tobacco 
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 


Organic tobacco does NOT 
mean a safer cigarette. 


SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury. Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


MADE WITH ORGANIC TOBACCO 


made with organic tobacco 


*T URAL 

N A T U R A L KRI<AN 


AAERKAN h 

minj! 


GROWN ON 

AMERICAN SOIL 


100% ADDITIVE-FREE NATURAL TOBACCO 


TRY 


Visit NASCIGS.com or 
call 1-800-435-5515 


PROMO CODE 96098 


Plus applicable sales tax 







Kayla Williams' love of language took her to the 
Iraq War, where she served as an Arabic linguist 
and interpreter for five years. Back on American 
soil, she found that the written word became a 
healing tool. Williams reads and discusses her 2014 
memoir, Plenty of Time When We Get Home: Love 
and Recovery in the Aftermath of War, as part of the 
Norwich Writers Series. 


ONGOING 


— 

SUNDAY 19 

Page Turner 

From prose to postcards, the Spring Book & 
Ephemera Fair has something for everyone. 
Regional dealers bring their best collections to the 
table, where scholars, history buffs and bibliophiles 
seek out rare and out-of-print titles. With hundreds 
of items on display, this annual assembly offers a 
link to the literary past. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE S9 

© 

FRIDAY 17 

Special Occasion 

The members of Magic City only perform together 
afew times a year, so catch them when you can. 
Formed in 2005 by Michael Chorneyand Miriam 
Bernardo in honor of the late singer June Tyson, the 
group's all-star lineup features Vermont's top talents. 
Expect a mix of brass, strings, jazz and folk at a ben- 
efit concert for Goddard Col leges Haybarn Theatre. 


Unnatural Selection 


Fenced In 


POP PIONEER 


When Gilberto Gil (pictured) 
performs, listeners catch a glimpse 
of one of the masters of Brazilian 
pop. Since his debut in the 1970s, 
the Grammy Award-winning singer- 
songwriter and guitarist has helped 
shape and reshape Brazil's musical 
landscape. The iconic performer 
stops off in Burlington as part of a 
national tour. 
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SPRING PORCH 

SALE 

30-50% OFF 

SELECTED ITEMS 

V 

COMMONDEER 

CHARACTER FOR LIFE AND HOME 
5224 shelbume nl., Shelburne * commondeervt.com 

ICjB 


nil ILp 

VERMONT ANTIQUARIAN 
BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION'S 

22nd ANNUAL SPRING 

BOOK FAIR 

Rare and unusual books, postcards . maps, 
prints and ephemera of all kinds 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2015 
10 AM- 4PM 
NEW LOCATION 
Hilton Burlington 
60 Battery Street, Burlington, VT 

ADMISSION IS FREE! 

Free Parking 

For more information: 

(802) 527-7243 
books@TheEloquentPage.com 
www.VermontlsBookCountry.com 

B jl if 



W hen Attorney General bill 
sorrell filed suit against 29 
oil and gas companies last 
June, he cast himself as a 
crusader against those who would pollute 
Vermont's groundwater. 

For years, he alleged in Vermont 
Superior Court, the refiners blended methyl 
tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE) into the gaso- 
line they sold in the state, despite knowing 
the "unprecedented" risk the performance- 
boosting additive posed to the environment. 

“This lawsuit is about holding them ac- 
countable and ensuring that they — and not 
Vermonters — pay to clean up our ground- 
water," Sorrell said in a June 2014 press 


Within months, Messina, Madrid and 
representatives of Baron & Budd were trav- 
eling to Vermont to discuss the potential liti- 
gation. In May 2014, Sorrell's office signed a 
contract with the firm and several others to 
represent the state. 

Messina, Madrid and Summy did not 
return calls for comment. 

In the interview, Sorrell defended his 
decision to hire a company that contributed 
so much to his campaign, arguing that “the 
two other firms didn’t offer me a dime, and 
they have the same contract as the Baron & 
Budd folks." He was referring to Weitz & 
Luxenberg and the Pawa Law Group, which 
also serve as outside counsel. 


friends at Baron & Budd got that out of the 
way months before they signed the contract. 

As arrangements like these have pro- 
liferated throughout the country, the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Institute for Legal 
Reform has sounded the alarm. 

“Situations like these can enrich law- 
yers at the expense of taxpayers and raise 
concerns about ‘pay-to-play,’ conflicts of 
interest, the use of a public entity for per- 
sonal gain and fairness in prosecutions,” said 
ILR spokesman justin hakes. “That’s why 
a growing number of states have recently 
taken action to limit outside contingency 
fee counsel arrangements by state attorneys 
general." 


SITUATIONS LIKE THESE Cl ENRICH 
LAWYERS AT THE EXPENSE OF TAXPAYERS 
AND RAISE CONCERNS ABOUT PAY-TD-PEAY,' 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST, THE USE OF A 
PUBLIC ENTITY FOR PERSONAL GAIN, 
AND FAIRNESS IN PROSECUTIONS. 

JUSTIN HAKES, 

INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL REFORM 


release. 

But the idea to take on the nation’s 
largest energy companies came not 
from environmental regulators in 
Vermont, nor even the state’s own law- 
yers. Rather, it came from a meeting at 
the New Orleans Ritz-Carlton with a 
pair of rainmakers who stand to make 
millions if Vermont prevails. 

According to an itinerary obtained 
through a public records request, 
Sorrell met with former New Mexico 
attorney general Patricia Madrid and her 
husband, mike messina, on December 3, 
2013, during a National Association of 
Attorneys General conference in the 
Big Easy. 

Madrid and Messina, who had both pre- 
viously donated to Sorrell’s reelection cam- 
paigns, were acting as brokers for Baron & 
Budd, a Dallas plaintiffs' firm that claims to 
have recovered more than a billion a dollars 
for states and municipalities that have filed 
MTBE lawsuits against oil companies in the 
past two decades. 

Sorrell’s schedule reads: “after luncheon 
15 min. w/ Lisa Madrid & Mike Masena - 
she will find you, Re: MTBE (chemical gas 
additive).” 

In an interview with the New York Times 
last December, Messina explained his and 
Madrid’s role connecting AGs with firms 
looking to sue: “It just gives credibility when 
you are dealing with someone that you 
know," he said. “It gets you past a lot of dif- 
ficult questions." 

A week after the New Orleans meet- 
ing, Sorrell found himself in Washington, 
D.C., for the Democratic Attorneys General 
Association’s holiday party. While there, 
he collected $10,000 for his reelection 
campaign from Baron & Budd and those as- 
sociated with it The firm itself contributed 
$2,000, as did president russell budd, his 
wife Dorothy budd, chief MTBE litigator 
scott summy and Messina himself. 

In an interview two weeks ago, Sorrell 
said the topic of MTBE came up at the holi- 
day party. 


Sorrell did not mention that a fourth firm 
was included the state’s contract: the Law 
Office of L. Michael Messina. 

According to the terms of the contract, 
the four firms stand to collect 25 percent 
of any money Vermont makes off its MTBE 
lawsuit Of that, 40 percent would go to 
Baron, 40 percent to Weitz, 12 percent to 
Pawa and 8 percent to Messina. 

Eight percent of 25 percent may sound 
pretty small, but it's not in the world of 
MTBE litigation. Just two years ago, Pawa 
helped win an eye-popping $236 million 
verdict in a similar suit New Hampshire 
brought against Exxon Mobil. It’s currently 
being appealed. The Granite State previ- 
ously settled with other refiners for $136 
million, of which $35 million went to out- 
side counsel. 

Asked Tuesday why he’d neglected to 
mention that Messina was getting a slice of 
the pie, Sorrell saidviaemail,“I was unaware 
Mike Messina is mentioned in the contract.” 
As for what the broker was contributing to 
the lawsuit other than connecting Sorrell to 
the plaintiffs, the AG said, “I do not know 
which of the private counsel are responsible 
for what" 

Like most state contracts, this one bars 
the contractors from giving “any thing of 
substantial value ... to any officer or em- 
ployee of the State during the term of this 
Agreement." Of course, Messina and his 


Whether Vermont's outside firms 
will make a dime in this particular case 
remains an open question. 

In a January decision that went un- 
noticed in the press, Judge mary miles 
teachout dismissed a major argument 
set forth by the state, imperiling its case. 

Exxon, one of the 29 defendants, 
argued that the state was well aware of 
the harm caused by MTBE outside of 
the state's six-year statute of limitations. 
After all, Vermont passed a law banning 
the stuff in 2005 — and New Hampshire 
filed its suit, which was well publicized, 
in 2003. Vermont didn’t get around to 
suing until July 2014. 

Teachout largely agreed, writing that 
the state “indisputably discovered this 
generalized injury more than six years ago." 
Therefore, she ruled, Vermont would have 
to come up with specific instances in which 
it discovered MTBE contamination within 
the past six years. 

'We respectfully disagree with the deci- 
sion," said assistant attorney general scot 
kline. The state has filed a motion request- 
ing permission to immediately appeal to the 
Vermont Supreme Court. 

david cleary, a Rutland attorney who is 
not involved with the case but who has fol- 
lowed it closely, said he was surprised when 
Sorrell filed suit last summer, given “the 
significant statute-of-limitations issue." 

‘Why the heck didn’t you file this suit a 
long time ago?’ Cleary wonders. 

One answer, according to a report issued 
by the Institute for Legal Reform, is that 
the "jackpot verdict” Pawa reached in the 
New Hampshire case has led to “the newest 
trend” in plaintiffs’ firm litigation: MTBE 
copycat suits. 

“Did somebody meet him at one of those 
cocktail parties and say, ‘This is the time to 
bring it’?” Cleary asks. 

Whether anybody will answer that ques- 
tion — and determine whether Sorrell’s cam- 
paign contributions played a role — remains 
to be seen. So far, his fellow Democrats are 
keeping their distance. 
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Asked last week who is in charge of 
enforcing the laws against Vermont’s 
chief law-enforcement officer, Gov. peter 
shumun dodged the question several times, 
concluding with, “You research it and get 
back to me.” 

Secretary of State jim condos, mean- 
while, said he did not plan to investigate 
whether Sorrell committed unrelated cam- 
paign finance infractions, which Seven Days 
documented last week. 

"Our office serves as a filing cabinet for 
campaign finance reports and does not have 
any investigatory or prosecutorial powers,” 
Condos wrote in an email. “Given this, when 
individual instances of possible noncompli- 
ance are brought to our Office's 
attention we recommend that 
anyone who suspects a viola- 
tion report it to the Attorney 
General's Office directly." 

We’ll get right on that 

Captains Courageous 

Gov. Shumlin is one courageous dude, he’d 
like you to know. 

Three months ago, he proposed rais- 
ing $90 million through a new, 0.7 percent 
payroll tax. Much of that, plus another $100 
million in federal matching (unds, would go 
to undercompensated medical providers 
who treat Medicaid patients. Since those 
docs would no longer have to shift costs 
to the privately insured, Shumlin argued, 
everyone’s premiums would become more 
affordable. 

“What I was trying to do was solve this 
problem that no politicians have yet had the 
courage to solve,” Shumlin proclaimed last 
week with characteristic modesty. “And I 
think we should solve it.” 

But as he's noted several times in the 
past few weeks, his Democratic colleagues 
in the legislature aren't nearly as coura- 
geous as he sees himself. 

In March, the House Health Care 
Committee cut Shummy's plan to $47 
million and proposed paying for it with a 
smaller payroll tax and a new tax on sugar- 
sweetened beverages. Weeks later, the 
House Ways and Means Committee cut it 
to $22 million and got rid of the payroll tax 
altogether. 

The resulting legislation, Shumlin told 
Vermont Press Bureau chief neal goswami, 
is "really miniscule, and it does nothing to 
address the cost-shift.” 

“Their bill will not make a dent in the 
problem we're trying to solve together. 
Everyone agrees we’ve got to fix the cost- 
shift,” he said, before pulling out the C-word 
again. “Well, let’s have the courage to fix it” 

Translation: If you don’t do what I say, 
you’re a wuss. 

House Speaker shap smith 
(D-Morristown) didn't much like 
Shummy’s courageous rhetoric. In an in- 
terview last week, he said the governor’s in- 
ability to pass the centerpiece of his legisla- 
tive agenda was nobody’s laultbut his own. 

“I think that the proposal the 


administration put on the table in the first 
instance did not hold together," the speaker 
said. "And as a result of that, it was dead 
almost before it started.” 

The problem, Smith argued, was that 
not all the money Shumlin proposed raising 
through the payroll tax would have gone 
toward addressing the cost-shift. Some of 
it was earmarked for other health care ex- 
penses that Smith thought should've been 
in the base budget 

“It didn’t add up to the rhetoric that was 
used around it," Smith said. “The notion 
that the dollars raised were going to go back 
into Vermonters' pockets didn’t end up 
bearing out” 

Shumlin, who opposes 
taxing sugar-sweetened bever- 
ages, hasn't explicitly said he 
would veto the House bill if it 
reaches his desk, but he might 
not need to. Since it limped out of Ways and 
Means two weeks ago by a six to five vote, 
the measure has been stuck in purgatory — 
better known as the House Appropriations 
Committee. 

‘T think we’re still working to make it the 
right bill,” said Rep. mitzi Johnson (D-Grand 
Isle), the committee's chair. ‘It's no big 
secret that it has struggled.” 

House leaders are reluctant to bring 
even the smaller health care bill to the 
floor, where Republicans and Connecticut 
River Democrats opposed to the sugar- 
sweetened beverage tax might vote it 

‘It’s on pause,” Ways and Means chair 
janet ancel (D-Calais) said diplomatically. 

Even if the bill cleared the House, it 
wouldn’t stand a chance in the Senate in its 
current form. 

“I don’t think the Senate will pass the 
sugar-sweetened beverage tax, nor do I be- 
lieve it will pass the payroll tax," said Sen. 
tim ashe (D/P-Chittenden), who chairs 
the Senate Finance Committee. “Unless 
or until a majority of the Senate appears 
interested in them, they don’t appear to be 
moving.” 

Asked at a Statehouse press conference 
last week whether a single member of the 
Senate supported his payroll tax proposal, 
Shumlin said, “You’d have to ask them." 

But did the governor know of any? 

“I'm going to let them speak for them- 
selves," he responded. “But, listen ... I mean, 
if you’re asking the question, 'Is it easy in 
public life not to take on tough challenges?’ 
the answer is yes." 

Ah, right. Courage 

Sounds kind of like the governor who 
spent five years promising to pass the na- 
tion’s first single-payer health care system, 
only to lose his courage last December 
when its financing plan came due. 

As he said three months earlier at his 
reelection campaign kickoff, ‘1 was elected 
to get tough things done, and this may well 
be the toughest, but I will not rest until it is 

My, how fleeting this courage is. © 
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Why Funding for Vermont’s Anti -Tobacco 
Efforts Is Going Up in Smoke 



POLITICS 
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I n 1998, Attorney General Bill Sorrell announced 
that he and his counterparts in 45 other states had 
reached a landmark deal with cigarette c ompanies. 
The states had sued to recover the cost of provid- 
ing health care to smokers. Under the agreement, 
Vermont would receive between $24 million and $30 
million every year in perpetuity. 

Since then, Vermont has rea 
$500 million, and the state will gt 
as long as ' 
companies 
business. M 
that money goes 
Medicaid 

the cost of treating smoking-re 
nesses of low-income Vermont 
rest finances state programs to d 
tobacco use and a trust fund to ensure their 
viability. 

Yet since the Great Recession, 
money bound for the trust fund 
prevention programs has been steal 
to help balance the state’s budget. The 
amount allocated for smoking prevention 
has dropped from a first-year high of $6.5 mil- 
lion to $3.7 million. 

Now Gov. Peter Shumlin’s proposed 
for next year would essentially defund 
the independent board that 
oversees the state’s tobacco- 
control initiatives; instead of 
getting $224,000 to carry out 
its work, the Vermont Tobacco 
Evaluation and Review Board would 
receive $25,000, eliminating the to- 
bacco board's paid administrator and 
the experts who help evaluate the state's 
tobacco-control programs. 

The governor’s plan would also dra 
a trust fund that five years ago was valued 
at more than $30 million. It’s since dropped 
$836,205. 

“It shocked all of us,” said Rebecca Ryan, an official 
with the American Lung Association of the Northeast. 

How did the independent body that oversees and 
evaluates anti-tobacco initiatives wind up on the chop- 
ping block? 

In 1999, then-governor Howard Dean and 
the legislature appointed a task force — which con- 
sulted national experts and held seven public forums 
— to determine how Vermont should put the windfall 
of tobacco proceeds to use. It recommended dividing 
the money in thirds between Medicaid, the trust fund, 
and the state’s prevention and cessation programs. 

“Again and again at the forums, task force members 
heard Vermonters say they didn't want all the program 
decisions to come from the legislature or from a state 
agency,” the task force report stated. "They didn’t want 
the annual settlement money to be raided for tax cuts 


or for other non-tobacco-related programs, however 
worthwhile.” 

The task force called for an independent board to 
administer the tobacco-prevention programs to assure 
their effectiveness. 

In 2001, the legislature created the independent 
Vermont Tobacco Evaluation and Review Board but 
abandoned the three-way split in favor of allocating 
about two-thirds of the money to Medicaid. It created 
a trust fund and banked $19.5 million from the first 
couple of settlement payments but never made any 


additional contributions. The state treasurer invested 
the money, which grew to $30 million by 2005. 

That’s when annual settlement payments, which 
are tied to cigarette sales, started dropping, and former 
governor Jim Douglas’ administration started tapping 
the fund’s annual investment growth to make up the 
difference. For four years, the fund maintained a $30 
million balance. Then in 2009, mid-recession, lawmak- 
ers authorized taking more than it was earning. 

Ted Marcy, a professor emeritus at the University of 
Vermont’s College of Medicine and longtime member 
of the tobacco evaluation board, said he was disap- 
pointed, but not surprised. “It was sitting there like a 
cookie jar full of cookies,” he said. 

The depletion continued even when Vermont 
started receiving an additional $12 million a year from 
cigarette makers in 2008 — part of a 10-year deal for 
states that were key players in the tobacco lawsuit. 
Vermont has directed all the extra money to Medicaid, 
but in two years those payments will stop. 

“It is a $ 12 million problem waiting for you to solve,” 
Stephanie Barrett, associate fiscal officer to the legis- 
lature, advised the House Appropriations Committee 
last week during a briefing on the tobacco trust fund. 
In 2013, lawmakers directed the Shumlin 
administration and the Vermont Tobacco 
Evaluation and Review Board to 
come up with a three-year fund- 
ing plan “to maintain the gains 
made in preventing and reducing 
tobacco use.” Legislators agreed to 
the board’s recommendation to give 
iti-tobacco programs $3.9 million an- 
nually through next year. 

The deal didn’t last long. In mid- 
2014, the administration and law- 
trimmed $68,000 of the board’s 
nding, and they maintained the 
reduced level this year. 

The board’s current budget is 
$224,698, which includes $90,000 
for the salary and benefits of the 
administrator and $120,000 for its contract with 
RTI International, the firm that evaluates state 
programs. 

Shumlin’s proposed cuts would put board ad- 
ministrator Kathryn O'Neill and RTI out of their jobs 
and rely on the Vermont Department of Health to 
evaluate the state’s tobacco-control programs, which 
include television campaigns, a smoking-cessation 
hotline and website, nicotine-patch giveaways, an- 
tismoking education in schools, and enforcement of 
sales restrictions. 

State Health Commissioner Dr. Harry Chen 
defended the governor’s recommendation, calling 
attention to the $113 million revenue shortfall state 
government faces in the coming year. “One of the 
things government has to do in times of shortages is 
look at what is the most effective use of dollars," he 




GOT A NEWS TIP? NEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


said. He also expressed confidence 
that his employees could handle what 
was once outsourced to RTI. Program 
reviews are routine, he said, referenc- 
ing a 33-page one that evaluates the 
tobacco-control program. He said his 
department makes use of an internal 
management process that “promotes 
data-driven decision making, relent- 
less follow-through and a focus on 
accountability.” 

The tobacco board’s budget covers 
office costs and $50-per- 
meeting stipends and 
mileage for some of the 
14 board members. The 
governor, the speaker 
of the House and the 
Senate Committee on 
Committees choose 10 
of those board members. 

Slots are earmarked for 
a nonprofit anti-tobacco 
organization, a counter- 
marketing expert, a 
tobacco researcher, a 
health care provider, a 
low-income Vermonter, a 
person under age 30, an 
educator and two law- 
makers. Representatives 
of the departments of 
health and liquor control, 
the attorney general, and 
the agency of education serve as ex- 
officio members. 

The group currently has a lot of say in 
how the tobacco-control money is used 
at the Department of Health, Agency of 
Education and Department of Liquor 
Control, but the administration wants 
to limit its authority to an advisory role. 

"We wouldn't pay any less attention 
to their opinion,” Chen assured. 

Board member Marcy isn't con- 
vinced. He recounted how Douglas 
wanted to use the $12 million bonus 
payments for a scholarship program, but 
the tobacco evaluation board objected. 
“This is the value of an independent 
board,” said Marcy, who was chairman 
at the time. “It can stand up and say no 
when there are bad ideas.” 

Over the years, the same board has 
scrutinized a plan to pay pregnant 
women not to smoke and questioned 
the viability of one-on-one cessation 
counseling compared to telephone and 
online sessions. It also got $200,000 


moved from the Agency of Education 
to the Department of Health to boost 
spending on cessation and media, based 
on effectiveness data. 

Amy Brewer, current chair of the 
evaluation board, hopes lawmakers still 
see value in the independent review 
process they created 15 years ago. 
“Results-based accountability has been 
a theme of the legislature for a long 
time,” Brewer said. ‘We are designed to 
do just that” 

The House Human 
Services Committee 
agrees. Its members 
rejected the administra- 
tion’s proposal to make 
the board advisory, 
saying in a letter to 
House budget writers, 
"The General Assembly 
intentionally developed 
the board to act as an 
independent entity and 
this change defeats that 
purpose.” The House 
budget bill maintains an 
independent board, but 
leaves it unfunded. 

The board’s future 
now rests with the 
Senate. 

Sen. Diane Snelling 
(R-Chittenden), who 
serves on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, has long championed per- 
formance measures for government 
programs. “You need someone outside 
government to say if the program is 
working,” she said. The board’s fund- 
ing and independence are now before 
her committee. Her prediction: “There 
is a potential way to resolve this.” 

Good thing, as smoking continues to 
plague Vermonters. Eighteen percent of 
Vermont adults still smoke and 13 per- 
cent of youth light up — down from 22 
and 33 percent, respectively, in 1999. A 
new worry is the growing popularity of 
electronic cigarettes, especially with the 
younger population. 

Ryan, at the American Lung 
Association, said the state shouldn’t let 
up on its counterattack: “The tobacco 
industry — they are recruiting new 
smokers every day.” © 

Contact: nancy@sevendaysvt.com, 
343-9288 
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local matters 


Can Suburban South Burlington 
Build a Real Downtown? 



A swath of woods in the center 
of South Burlington could 
soon give way to something 
novel for the sprawling 
suburb: a real downtown. After 30 years 
of discussion, momentum is building 
around a proposal to develop a hub along 
the east side of Dorset Street, where 
people would live, stroll and shop. 

Plans are in the works for a 
300,000-square-foot mixed-used build- 
ing on Market Street; work on roads and 
parks in the 106-acre downtown zone 
between Williston Road and Dorset 
Street is set to start in 2016; and a piv- 
otal bond vote is expected this year that 
would provide crucial financing for the 
project. 

But the proximity of Burlington’s 
already-thriving historic downtown just 
a few miles away raises the question: 
Should South Burlington even bother? 

Yes, say supporters, including former 
South Burlington city councilor Paul 
Engels. “We want to build an attraction,” 
he said. 'We want downtown South 
Burlington to be a place that people 
come to when they come to Vermont, 
just like Ben & Jerry’s or Church Street." 

University of Vermont assistant 
professor Abby Crocker likes the idea 
of a well-designed, pedestrian-oriented 
downtown that would strengthen South 
Burlington’s identity. ‘We don’t want 
to be the town that's overlooked all the 
time,” she said. 

When South Burlington broke off 
from Burlington 150 years ago, it left 
behind the historic center of the region 
and saw no need to create its own. 
Then as now, many residents of South 
Burlington headed to the Queen City to 
shop, dine and attend parades, concerts 
and speeches in City Hall Park. 

As South Burlington shifted from 
rural outpost to suburb in the mid and 
late 20th century, strip development 
proliferated along its Williston Road and 
Shelburne Road arteries. The University 
Mall consumed South Burlington’s core 
and attracted shoppers from around 
the region. Development followed the 
car-centric pattern that dominates many 
U.S. suburbs. 

The concept of constructing a 
city center first came up in the 1970s, 
according to Paul Conner, South 
Burlington's director of planning and 
zoning. It became official in the city’s 


INSTEAD OF REMAINING 
A BEDROOM COMMUNITY 
TO BURLINGTON. WE’D 
HAVE OUR OWN CULTURAL 
CIVIC-TYPE CENTER. 

TIM MCKENZIE 

1985 comprehensive plan, which rec- 
ommended that the burg “should inves- 
tigate the establishment of a centrally 
located, multipurpose municipal center 
to serve as a focal point and to displace 
strip development.” It also argued for “a 
Master Plan of the Dorset Street area 
and ... recommendations toward estab- 
lishing a City Center.” 

Now the $300 million project might 
finally happen as financing and political 
backing coalesce. In recent years, the 
city council has repeatedly voted to 
affirm the downtown concept and, most 
critically, seek funding. The city has 
spent more than $1 million — much of it 
grant money — on planning. 

Two years ago, South Burlington won 
state approval to create a tax-increment 
financing district for the City Center area, 


which will allow the city to use tax dollars 
from private development in die zone for 
infrastructure such as parking garages, 
sidewalks and street landscaping. 

In March, the Vermont Economic 
Progress Council gave the project an- 
other big boost: It approved the city’s 
final TIF financing plan and allowed 
that money to fund the construction of 
public buildings in the zone — a first in 
Vermont. “They agreed that a vibrant 
and successful downtown is one that has 
a public presence,” said Conner. 

The project could include a public 
library, ending the current arrangement 
whereby residents have to borrow books 
from South Burlington High School. 
Other ideas for the downtown include a 
recreation center and a new city hall. 

Public buildings illustrate the differ- 
ence between historic city and suburb. 
Burlington’s city hall — with its marble 
stairways, fancy plasterwork and gold 
cupola — suggests a building of import 
where democratic ideals are showcased. 
By contrast, the South Burlington munici- 
pal building is an oddly shaped, no-frills 
affair located near the on-ramp to 1-189. 

“It looks a lot like a 1960s fallout shel- 
ter,” Engels said. He’d like something 
more impressive at the proposed City 


Private developers would build most 
of the South Burlington downtown. 
If fully completed, the project could 
generate about $100 million in new tax 
revenue. Some $55 million would be 
harnessed to help pay for infrastructure, 
public buildings and possibly a bike- 
pedestrian bridge over Interstate 89. 

Ultimately, it’s up to voters, who will 
likely see multiple bond questions over 
the next 20 years if the downtown is 
to be fully built. “We’re not going any- 
where without voter approval, so we’re 
going to have to convince people that 
we're doing the right thing," Engels said. 

South Burlington is not the first 
suburb to try to design a downtown. 
Many communities have attempted New 
Urbanism and anti-sprawl development 
with mixed results. But it’s still good to 
try, said James Howard Kunstler, the 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.-based author of 
The Geography of Nowhere: The Rise 
and Decline of America’s Man-Made 
Landscape. “Any attempt to create a co- 
herent center is probably a good thing, 
depending on the design intelligence 
brought to the task,” said the famously 
anti-car Kunstler. 

What does Kunstler think of the 100- 
acre South Burlington plan? “A hundred 
acres seems like a lot unless you are 
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unduly preoccupied with surface park- 
ing, which will not be a big feature of life 
in the future,” said Kunstler. “You could 
fit most of the center of Florence, Italy, in 
100 acres, so the public needs to be wary 
of grandiose schemes.” 

Another quibble: The renderings 
show multiple parking decks, which 
Kunstler said are a mistake. “I wouldn’t 
spend a fucking dime on a parking 
garage,” he said. 

Zoning is another issue. South 
Burlington is considering adopting new 
building standards — called form-based 
code — that discourage box-store devel- 
opment The approach, which is being 
considered in Burlington and other 
Vermont municipalities, emphasizes 
strict design standards that adhere to a 
specific aesthetic. 

According to the current form-based 
code proposal, parts of the zone call for 
doors every 30 feet and the extensive 
use of glass on the ground floor — design 
specs that promote storefront appeal. 
“We want glass on the first floor and 
either offices or apartments above, to 
look like Burlington looks on Church 
Street,” Engels said. “An old-fashioned 

Still, City Center’s proposed zoning 
favors residential over retail: 1.3 million 
of the 2 million total square feet are resi- 
dential; the rest is zoned for office, retail 
and municipal uses. 

Private developers own most of the 
City Center land. The city owns the 
7.65-acre Dumont Park and wants to 
revamp the space near wetlands and 
Hinesburg Road, possibly next year. The 
city also owns the land under Market 
Street, which winds from Dorset Street 


to Hinesburg Road and would undergo 
a $9.3 million reconstruction next year if 
voters OK the bond. 

The largest single-property owner 
in the zone is South Burlington 
Realty, which has about 35 
acres of prime real estate c 


THETOWN THAT’S 
OVERLOOKED ALL THE TIME. 


both sides of Market Street. The com- 
pany has a parcel under contract with 
Saxon Partners, a Hingham, Mass.-based 
developer that is vying to construct one 
of the first downtown buildings — a 
300,000-square-foot structure with 


retail on the ground floor and residen- 
tial above. Tim McKenzie of South 
Burlington Realty said the design would 
be consistent with the downtown vision. 

“I think there’s a lot of people in 
A the city of South Burlington that 
would like to have a greater 
of identity, a greater 
of community,” he said. 
“Kind of a downtown focal 
point where civic activities 
could happen, so instead of re- 
maining a bedroom community 
to Burlington we'd have our own 
cultural, civic-type center." 

The proposed form-based code allows 
buildings up to six stories tall. That's not 
a skyscraper, McKenzie notes, and he 
believes the end product would mesh 
well with its environment. “This is South 
Burlington, Vt.,” McKenzie said. “It's not 
Boston or New York.” 

The city gathered public comments 
about the project, and responses vary. 


Some neighbors worry traffic will “fly” 
down new connector roads. Others want 
to make sure it has a city green, dedicated 
bike lanes and solar panels on roofs. 
Three-story height limits would be best, 
said one resident, while another wants 
at least one building to be tall enough to 
provide dramatic views of the surround- 
ing landscape. 

Another piece of the puzzle: One of 
South Burlington’s three elementary 
schools sits on 11 acres of the City Center 
zone. Saxon Partners wants to buy the 
Rick Marcotte Central School property 
and build a 45,000-square-foot shopping 
center that would help fund the down- 
town-style building the company wants to 
erect on Market Street. The city and school 
district ar e exploring all the options: keep 
the school, shift the students to another 
building or construct a new school. 

Abby Crocker, the UVM professor, 
who is also a parent, might support sell- 
ing the school if she felt confident about 
both the replacement plan and the prom- 
ise of a new downtown. She wouldn't 
want to lose the school for a big-box re- 
tailer or something like Maple Tree Place 
in Williston, which has downtown-style, 
multistory buildings but is surrounded 
by box stores. 

“That’s not a downtown," Crocker 

Former city councilor Engels predicts 
that public support for the project will 
grow: “When people get onto the idea 
that it is not going to be just another 
suburban mall, that we really are serious 
about having a 21st-century city, I think 
they’ll get on board.” © 

Contact: molly@sevendaysvt.com 
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Entrepreneurial Dream Team 
Sets Sights on Marijuana 


W hen Will Raap was building Gardener's 
Supply into a successful business three 
decades ago, he met regularly with a few 
other young Vermont entrepreneurs. 
They traded tips and talked about how to balance 
money and mission. 

Alan Newman, who worked for Raap and went on 
to found Magic Hat Brewing, was among them. So was 
Hinda Miller, who helped invent the first sports bra. 

“We spent 10, 15, even 20 years hanging out together 
once every month or two trying to figure out how to 
make business in Vermont,” Raap said. “It was really 
like, ‘Let’s do business a different way, but how do you 
do that?’” 

Now those same entrepreneurs are hanging out 
again, but this time they're talking about marijuana. 

A dream team of six seasoned CEOs — almost all 
of them old enough to join AARP — is trying to figure 
out how their alternative 
business philosophy could 
be applied to commercial 
cannabis. Vermont law- 
makers appear poised to 
legalize recreational use as soon as next year, in which 
case there will be plenty of money to be made. The 
RAND Corporation estimated earlier this year that 
Vermonters bought between $125 million and $225 
million in marijuana on the black market in 2014. 

“This is a culture-changing phenomenon that’s 
coming through America. This is a pivotal moment in 
time," said Michael Jager, who last year transformed 
Vermont’s hippest marketing and design company, 
JDK, into another one: Solidarity of Unbridled Labour. 
“Vermont is perfectly suited to do it well.” 

Jager and his five fellow “steering committee mem- 
bers” have formed the Vermont Cannabis Collaborative, 
through which they hope to position the state to create 
a legal marijuana industry “the Vermont way." 

They readily admit that it sounds a bit nebulous. 
“We are figuring it out as we go,” Raap said — just 
like 30 years ago. 

Meantime, there’s a vision statement, a brochure 
and a website. “We see Vermont as the East Coast 
Cannabis Center of Excellence supporting a thriving 
business cluster by 2020," the statement says. 

Marketing ace Judy Maclsaac Robertson, founder 
of maple syrup company Highland Sugarworks, and 
Dan Cox, founder of java-testing Coffee Enterprises, 
are also part of the group. 

When his co-collaborators talk about the “Vermont 
way,” Cox balks: “I said, ‘What the hell is that?”' He 
calls himself the killjoy of the collaborative. 

Raap has an answer: “It has to do with things which 
would be Vermont-like. Organically produced, small- 
scale, high-quality clusters of businesses that collabo- 
rate together but don't dominate any one business.” 

Marijuana is the perfect challenge for these busi- 
ness brains, who have collectively built, helped build or 
rebuilt more than a dozen companies in Vermont. The 
rules of the pot industry have yet to be written. 



Some members of the group hope to start their own 
cannabis businesses. Raap has registered two com- 
panies related to grow-at-home medical marijuana. 
Others, including Newman, say they have no plans to 
do so. None of the members has any interest in selling 
marijuana, but they hope to work with others who do. 

All of them claim that their focus is not to make a 
buck, but to help Vermont get marijuana right. 

“If money could be made, great,” Raap said. “Much 
better would be hundreds of new businesses. This is an 
economy that could either be dominated by a few really 
big guys or could be distributed like the local food busi- 
ness or the craft-brew business.” 

“We’re trying to keep out big corporations,” said 
Robertson. 

The collaborative doesn't want Vermont to legalize 
marijuana the way it happened in Colorado. The first 
state to legalize recreational use of marijuana has seen 
an explosion in the number of pot shops, confusion over 
the strength of edible products and an industry that op- 
erates on a cash-only basis because of federal banking 
laws. Raap likens the situation there to the “Wild West.” 

Members of the Vermont group don’t know if the 
Center of Excellence they envision would be a single 
building or a concept. They picture a plethora of inde- 
pendent businesses developing to produce, test, experi- 
ment with, teach about and sell high-quality marijuana 
products. With a few tweaks in state law, perhaps one 
of the state’s colleges could host a cannabis research 
center, Raap suggested. 

Each member of the collaborative brings a business 
expertise that could come in handy, but none has an 
ounce of experience in the marijuana field. 



Raap and Robertson have both excelled in packag- 
ing and marketing agriculture-related products. 

Cox’s Burlington-based Coffee Enterprises tests 
for all kinds of chemicals in coffee, which could just as 
easily be applied to products that contain THC — the 
psychoactive ingredient in marijuana. 

Miller, who served 10 years in the state Senate, has 
experience in shaping legislation. The details of what’s 
signed into law could have a dramatic impact on what 
businesses develop. 

The regulations Newman faces in the beer business 
could provide valuable insight for creating sensible 
regulations in the marijuana industry. 

Jager, who was instrumental in branding and build- 
ing Burton Snowboards, understands how to market 
the Vermont name. 

“We all have pieces of the puzzle,” Raap said, but 
each is likely to ply his or her trade differently. 

Newman said he has no interest in running 
a marijuana business. He’s too busy building four 
craft breweries in a partnership with the Boston 
Beer Co., the company best known for Samuel 
Adams beer. But he has strong ideas about trans- 
forming the marijuana economy from black-market 
to legitimate, and he’s offering his expertise to help 
make that happen. 

“Cannabis is an agriculture-based product that 
could really fuel Vermont’s economy,” Newman said. 

Miller looks at her role as helping to craft legisla- 
tion that fosters a small-scale, Vermont-centric recre- 
ational marijuana industry. She’s already been to the 
Statehouse to offer her input to her former Senate 
colleagues. 


EH 
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Sen. Jeanette White (D-Windham) 
said the collaborative is welcome 
at the table, but she noted that leg- 


The collaborative is hardly the first 
group to look at the landscape and see 
opportunity in the marijuana industry. 


islators plan to consult with lots of Across the country, organizations a 


others as they work toward legaliza- 
tion. White’s Senate Committee on 
Government Operations has been 
meeting weekly throughout the ses- 
sion to work on legislation, with an 
eye toward passage next year. 

Other collaborative members are 
looking to open their own cannabis 
businesses if Vermont legalizes mari- 
juana — or perhaps even before then. 

Cox was in California 
last week visiting a 
marijuana testing facil- 
ity. “I’m not making a 
commitment. I’m just 
doing my homework," 
he said. He’s finding 
that marijuana presents 
some interesting business 
challenges. Federal law pro- 
hibits it from crossing 
state lines, so each state 
that legalizes medical or 
recreational marijuana is 
required to have its own 
testing facilities. 

Cox has already 
asked his bank whether 
it would cash a check 
written by a pot-related 
business. His banker 
said yes, as long as he’s 
only testing medical 
marijuana, he said. 

When he consulted 
with his insurance 
agent, Cox said, “It took 
a month for him to get 
back to me to say Lloyd’s 
of London will offer cov- 
erage. I’m going, That's 
going to be through the 


IS THE PERFECT 
CRAEEENGE 


BUSINESS BRAINS 
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chairman of the 
employee-owned 

Gardener's Supply, said he’s long 
sold equipment to those who grow 
marijuana. He just hasn't been able 
to market it that way. He’s about to 
launch two companies that would sell 
equipment and advice to people who 
grow their own marijuana, but he’s 
still trying to figure out how to navi- 
gate the legal terrain. 

Robertson’s college-age son has 
lined up an internship with one 
of Raap’s new businesses. “This is 
bringing him back to Vermont for the 
summer,” she said. That’s exactly what 
she hopes a vibrant cannabis industry 
would do: lure young adults to live in 
ever-aging Vermont. 


putting on seminars for would-be profit 
makers. 

Taylor West, deputy director 
of the National Cannabis Industry 
Association, said some of those who 
enroll are naive about the challenges. 

“Some of [the courses] are de- 
signed to draw people who are looking 
to get rich quick,” she said. People 
often don't realize how long it takes 
states to set up medical 
or recreational marijuana 
programs after legaliza- 
tion, she said. That usu- 
ally means it will take 
longer than expected 
for a new business to 
make money. 

The Vermont 

Cannabis Collaborative 
is also not the first to 
wade into the marijuana 
business in Vermont. 
Eleven entities have 
already registered in 
Vermont that have the 
word “cannabis” or 
“marijuana” in their 
name. The state's four 
medical marijuana dis- 
pensaries have all had 
to navigate how to grow, 
test and sell a product 
that is legal only to their 
clients. 

“They're the ones that 
put their necks out there," 
said Virginia Renfrew, 
who represents the four 
dispensaries through 

the Vermont Cannabis 
Trades Association. 

Renfrew said she 
hopes anyone getting 
involved in the Vermont 
marijuana industry 

won’t try to push the medical dis- 
pensaries aside. But she agrees with 
the collaborative’s idea of a custom- 
ized approach. “We need to do it in a 
really thoughtful way,” she said. “How 
is this best for Vermont, so we don't 
have 25 retail shops in downtown 
Montpelier?” 

Raap concurs. “It’s happening all 
over the country. It’s happening in 
craziness, but it also can happen in 
logic,” he said. “The Vermont Cannabis 
Collaborative is about, How do you bring 
a logic to this that is a Vermont logic?" ® 


Contact: terri@sevendaysvt.cc 
999-9994, @terrivt 
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Spokesman: Sanders to Decide on 
Presidential Run Within Weeks 


As former secretary of state Hillary Clinton made her 2016 presidential 
campaign official on Sunday, Sen. Bemie Sanders (l-Vt) praised her as "an 
experienced and well-qualified leader" with whom he was pleased to serve 
in the Senate. But he also encouraged her and other potential candidates to 
address what he called "the great challenges of our time." 

Those include economic inequality, unemployment, climate change 
and campaign finance, he said. 

"I hope that Secretary Clinton will speak out on these and other im- 
portant issues in the days and weeks ahead." Sanders said in a written 
statement released after Clinton formally entered the race. 

The Vermont independent, who has been mulling a presidential cam- 
paign of his own, still hasn't decided whether to run, according to spokes- 
man Michael Briggs. 

"He is trying to ascertain whether or not there is the grassroots sup- 
port — in terms of a national volunteer base and small-donor campaign 
contributors — to mount a successful campaign which takes on the bil- 
lionaire class and their powerful corporate lobbyists," Briggs said via email. 
"That decision will be made within a few weeks, certainly by the end of the 
month.” 

Even as he's traveled repeatedly to Iowa, New Hampshire, and other 
early presidential primary and caucus states. Sanders has delayed making 
a final decision. Throughout much of last year, he said he would not make 
up his mind until after the November midterm elections, in December 
2014, he told the Associated Press he’d decide by March 2015. 

PAUL HEINTZ 



The term "affordable housing’ was bandied about 
throughout the meeting, with little agreement 
about what Income brackets it actually referred to. “I 
am for real affordable housing," said resident Andrew 
Simon, “fm not convinced that the housing plan as 
proposed really achieves that." 

Brian Pine, former housing director for the 
Community & Economic Development Office, said 
people shouldn't be paying more than 30 percent 
of their income toward rent. According to the plan, 
the majority of Burlington residents shell out 
44 percent. 

ALICIA FREESE 


Mayor Unveils Plan 
to Solve Burlington’s 
‘Housing Crisis’ 


Other recommendations in the plan: 

• Double the funding for the Housing Trust Fund, 
which supports permanent affordable housing. 

• Encourage construction of small mother-in-law 
units as a housing option for elderly residents. 

- Support a permanent cold-weather shelter 
that doesnt turn away homeless people who've 
been drinking or using drugs. 

The public's response on Monday was mixed. 
There wasn't a huge crowd, but the residents who did 
show up were clearly invested — at least six of them 
took notes. Some people asked the council to slow 
down: others urged the opposite. 



Developers Propose 
79-Unit Apartment 
Building in Burlington 

Brothers Ed and Frank von Turkovich are hoping 
to build 79 apartments across the street from the 
University of Vermont Medical Center. 

While they havent yet applied for a permit last 
month they submitted a proposal — referred to as a 
sketch plan — to the Development Review Board for 
preliminary feedback. The DRB will discuss it on April 21. 

The brothers are planning to build a three- 
story building to house people who work nearby 
at the hospital or at the university. Apartments 
would range from studios to two-bedroom units, 
according to Frank von Turkovich. Asked if they 
are hoping to attract students, he responded, 
"Definitely not." 

The project includes parking both above and 
below ground level. It would occupy three acres 


between 80 and 94 Colchester Avenue, which is 
currently a mix of open space and parking lots. The 
houses along Colchester Avenue would remain. 

The plan wont likely come as news to the neigh- 

individual neighbors and the neighborhood groups, 
and we expect those discussions to continue," von 
Turkovich noted. 

At a February 11 neighborhood planning assem- 
bly meeting for Wards 1 and 8, several neighbors said 
they oppose the project. A resident of 25 years wor- 
ried he would lose his view of the sunseL Susan and 
Robert Butani, whose Fletcher Place house would 
abut the new building, expressed concern about the 
size of the project 

Even so. von Turkovich seemed optimistic. 
Neighbors, he said, "have been very helpful to us in 
coming up with a plan that we think is going to work 
for everyone." 

ALICIA FREESE 
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Art, Activism and 
Identity Fuel 
the Fagbug Crusade 

BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 


E ight years ago in Albany, N.Y., Erin 
Davies walked to her car to find it 
had been vandalized Red spray- 
paint letters announced on the 
hood “u r gay" and the driver’s side window 
screamed “fag" — responses, it seemed, to 


the rainbow sticker affixed to the car. Initially 
shocked but undaunted, Davies decided to 
turn the incident — and her Volkswagen 
Beetle — into a message of empowerment. 

Thus was born the “Fagbug," Davies’ 
mobile slur-reclaiming conversation 


starter, which she’ll drive to Johnson 
State College this week. Its original graf- 
fiti replaced with rainbow vinyl wrap, the 
car will pull into JSC’s quad on Thursday, 
April 16. Its very presence is sure to get 
people talking about gender identity and 
hate crimes. Davies, who is visiting campus 
for the school’s Pride Week, will give a talk 
Thursday evening. 

An artist and activist 
based in Syracuse, N.Y., 

Davies says the Fagbug 
project has allowed her to 
exercise both those func- 
tions. She's been on the 
road with the Fagbug for 
almost exactly eight years, 
crisscrossing the country 
to initiate dialogues about 
hate crimes. In an email 
interview, she writes that 
she considers the car a 
“performance piece" and 
“a catalyst to a much deeper conversation." 

Though Davies has been successful in 
sparking that conversation, it hasn't been 
easy. “Sadly, the longer I’ve been doing 
this, the more hate crimes I document 
per year,” she writes. “Every event I do, 
someone shares a similar story with me. 
Politically, a lot has improved over the last 
eight years; however, that also comes with 
a bigger backlash from people who don't 
accept the gay community.” 

Fagbug is also the title of the 2010 


documentary that Davies directed about 
her work; a sequel, Fagbug Nation , came 
out last year. When she’s not making ap- 
pearances with her one-of-a-kind vehicle, 
Davies teaches art classes and produces 
independent video projects. 

When she meets with students or ap- 
pears in Pride events around the country, 
Davies writes, she speaks about "turning 
negative experiences 
into positive ones, about 
overcoming fears, ac- 
complishing goals, taking 
risks, having respectful 
dialogue with people 
of opposing views, and 
having a sense of humor.” 

Jacob Fourier, a 
23-year-old senior at 
Johnson State, is a the- 
major and copresi- 
dent of the Johnson State 
College Pride Alliance. 
Though familiar with Davies' work from 
having seen Fagbug, he says it was school 
administrators who suggested Davies visit 
campus as a guest speaker. JSC Pride re- 
quested that the invitation be coordinated 
to coincide with the school's Pride Week. 

The fact that Pride Alliance is only a 
few semesters old, says Fourier, reflects 
the "very small” scope of LGBT culture on 
campus. From 2008 to 2012, he says, the 
school had no such organization. Fourier 
characterizes the JSC campus as "really 


SADLY. THE LONGER 
I'VE BEEN DOING THIS. 

THE MORE HATE 
GRIMES I DOCUMENT 
PER YEAR. 


IN BRIEF: AN ARTS NEWS ROUNDUP 


The governor's gallery is back! Where 
has it been? Well, on the fifth floor of 
the Pavilion Building, right outside Gov. 
s Peter Shumlin’s office, just as it’s been 
£ for more than 40 years. But the space 
in has been art-free and unavailable to 

< the public since an unfortunate security 
S incident back in November 2014. That’s 
§ when members of Rising Tide Vermont 

breached security and entered the 
gallery to protest a proposed natural- 
52 gas pipeline in Addison County. 

S Asa result, access to the fifth floor 

0 was closed, susan bull Riley’s paintings 
” were moved to exhibition space in the 
5 Statehouse, artist Elizabeth billings lost 

her January-to-March slot, and, um, 
security people set about improving the 
w security system. Oh, and 64 protestors 
5 were served with trespassing violations, 
z It was originally estimated that the 
2 Governor’s Gallery would be closed "at 
* least a year,” state curator david schutz 
told Seven Days at the time. However, 
g just four months later, it has reopened 

< — with an exhibit of plein-air landscape 

1 paintings by Westminster West artist 
S nancycaucchio — and will resume a 

“ quarterly exhibition schedule. 'We're 
S very happy the Governor's Gallery is 
ni back in business," says Schutz. But, he 


cautions, "One must come with a photo 
ID or you won’t get in." 

When the Vermont creative network 
rolls into Burlington this Thursday, it 
will mark the sixth such community 
forum around the state, with four 
more to come. According to the 
Vermont arts council’s outreach and 
advancement guy, zon eastes, the VCN 
has been greeted with enthusiasm — 
not to mention hundreds of Facebook 
likes. Just what is this network? 

It’s a new and evolving statewide 
initiative intended to "advance the 
entire creative sector" by increasing 
"communication and planning, 
advocacy and funding opportunities, 
individual and organizational capacity 
and effectiveness in engagements with 
other sectors," Eastes says. 

In other words, the VCN takes a 
strength-in-numbers approach to 
giving artists and arts organizations 
a leg up through, well, networking — 
sharing knowledge and resources, 
collaborating, community building, that 
sort of thing. And it's one of the arts 
council’s responses to the legislature- 
designated but unfunded Vermont 
Year of the Arts. One VCN partner is 
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friendly and very open," noting that, to his 
knowledge, no gender-related hate crimes 
have been committed there. 

Fourier is optimistic about the growing 
visibility of gender and gender-identity 
issues at JSC. “We were a campus that was 
very cisgender [a term used to describe 
people whose gender identities match 
their birth gender], very white, very heter- 
onormative,” he notes. “But just in the last 
two years, that has started changing. The 
number of open LGBT students has multi- 
plied, and ethnic diversity has increased.” 

The upcoming visit from Davies and 
her Fagbug, Fourier believes, can only 
push that conversation further in the di- 
rection of inclusiveness. “There's a whole 
huge range of sexual identities and gender 
identities out there,” he says. 

That’s the mission of the Fagbug after 
all: opening eyes and creating awareness 
of human rights and the complexities of 
gender identity. For Davies, it’s a highly per- 
sonal mission, too. “I wasn’t accepted as a 


young person when I came out, and it really 
scarred me. Being involved in this type of 
activism was the only thing that healed my 
wounds from childhood," she writes. “I 
can’t change things for my former self, but I 
can help make things easier for others." 

Davies still has no idea who tagged her 
car that day in Albany, but that didn’t stop 
her from dedicating her first documentary 
to that anonymous, ill-intentioned soul. 
“The entire project has been my response 
back to that person," she writes. “At this 
point, I have interviewed thousands of 
people from all over the country, and the 
person who vandalized my car would be 
the No. 1 person I’d like to meet." © 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 
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the Department of Libraries, so public 
libraries have been the venues for most 
of the community meetings. 

The vision for the network 'is 
something like the farm-to-plate 
network," says Eastes — "a strategic 
plan with high-level goals to move 
the entire state forward." By contrast 
with the typical model of artists or 
organizations facing the world from 
their 'silos," a network of working 
groups would approach problems 
and issues collectively. "What's really 
interesting to me is how energetic the 
conversations are and how broad the 
thinking is," Eastes says of the forums. 

Meanwhile, the VAC is asking for 
nominations for Vermont's next poet 
laureate. The gracious Sydney lea has 
filled that role since 2011; his term 
concludes this year. The position comes 
with a modest $1,000 honorarium 
and requires participation in "official 
ceremonies and readings" around the 
state and nationally. The governor 
makes the appointment based on the 
recommendation of a panel of judges. 
Put in your own name, if you're an 
awesome poet. If you're not, nominate 
someone who is — by May 1. 


Speaking of poets: phoenix books 
Burlington is celebrating National Poetry 
Month this Thursday with readings by 
Green Mountains Review founder/editor 
neil shepard (latest book: Hominid Up ); 
Burlington poet oavid cavanagh (latest 
book: Straddle) : and carol potter (latest 
book: Some Slow Bees). Word. 

PAMELA POLSTON 

INFO 

Landscape Trilogy: Paintings 
by Nancy Calicchio' 

Through June 30, Governor's Gallery. Pavilion 








UVM.EDU/LANESERIES 

802.656.4455 


It's been a long hard winter. It's time for a real live show. 

VERMONT 

VAUDEVILLE 

Saturday, May 1 6 @ 7pm 

Spruce Peak Performing Arts in Stowe 


Spruce Peak ..... _ . „ _. • . 

All New Comedy & Circus Vaudeville Show! 
PERFORMING _ _ . . , 

Arts Center SprucePeaRArts.org i 802-760-4634 


NO CONSORTIUM i,., 


the 

painted 

imhd 

A POETRY SERIES 


Valzhyna 

Mort 

Author of 

Factory of Tears and Collected Body 

WEDNESDAY 

April 22 

6:00PM 


FLEMING 






DRAWN+pane/ed 


NOVEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 









Sweet savings for your wallet. 

Treat yourself to the VISA 
Explorer Rewards Card 

• Low rates - NEFCU’s are among the lowest locally 
■ No annual fee 

• No balance transfer fee 

• No cash advance fee 

• 1% cash back rewards on purchases' 

• Global acceptance 

PLUS Smartchip" technology to safeguard 
your Information .** 

Sweeten your savings - only at NEFCU! 

Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 






i THE STRAIGHT DOPE bvceciladams 


Dear Cecil, 


I've heard our current U.S. national debt could easily be paid 
off by converting oil-shale deposits in Utah and Colorado 
into oil and selling it on the market. Is there any truth to 
this? 

Ken Vaughan, Oregon 


I t’s not an entirely crazy thought, I 
guess. Estimates vary, but the U.S. 
Geological Survey believes there’s 
about three trillion barrels of oil 
sitting in what’s known as the greater 
Green River Basin, a sedimentary 
rock formation lying beneath parts of 
Wyoming, Colorado and Utah, more 
than 70 percent of which is owned by 
the federal government. Even if only 
a trillion barrels of that is recoverable, 
that’s still nearly four times the total oil 
reserves of Saudi Arabia. 

So how much does a trillion barrels 
of oil get you these days? Depends on 
your timing. Over the last five years, the 
price of oil has varied nearly as much as 
your post-divorce weight — from less 
than $50 a barrel to nearly $130. Average 
that out to $90, and we get the whopping 
sum of $90 trillion in revenue. OK then, 
you say: time to make it rain. 

Before you get too excited, consider 
the expenses. Production costs vary 
more than prices, so much so that recent 
estimates for the break-even price — the 
per-barrel price above which it’s worth 
2 extracting oil from shale — range from 
g $24 to $110. The crucial organic com- 
> pounds in oil shale are in solid form, so 
5 the stuff has to be mined and retorted 
g (heated to a high temperature), and 
2 then the resulting petroleum-like liquid 
gets separated out and collected. The 
development of other, possibly cheaper 



methods (like in-situ retorting — heat- 
ing the shale underground and pumping 
the liquid out) has been limited thus far 
by the lack of investment in shale pro- 
duction generally. So, assuming that the 
break-even price for shale oil falls some- 
where between $60 to $85 per barrel, 
the overall profit on a trillion barrels 
could be anywhere between $5 trillion 
and $30 trillion. 

Given that the total national debt is 
now approaching $18.2 trillion. Green 
River shale oil money might or might 
not cover it. As I write this, oil is at about 
$52 a barrel, meaning you’d likely lose 
money on shale mining — one big reason 
the government couldn't just sell off the 
rights today. And then, as always, there’s 
environmental impact: Among other 
problems, extracting the Green River 
shale oil would require vast amounts of 
water in an area suffering from severe 
drought, and it would be competing for 
these resources with the country’s most 
valuable agricultural land — say goodbye 
to almonds. But even if that shale oil had 
the potential for $30 trillion in profits, 
we’d still need to raise maybe $60 trillion 
in capital to pay for the investment. Even 
if Apple, the most valuable company in 
the world, were to liquidate itself, it 
wouldn’t raise $1 trillion. 

Valuewise, none of our other energy 
assets are in the same league. The U.S. 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, currently 


the largest emergency supply in the 
world, now contains 691 million barrels. 
Even at $90 per barrel (which, again, is 
well above the current price), that's only 
$62.2 billion. The government also owns 
about 88 billion tons of coal reserves, 
and could possibly sell that off as well. 
But production costs are mighty here 
too — only a dollar or two per ton below 
the retail price — so those reserves prob- 
ably aren’t worth more than $176 billion. 

But America is nothing if not en- 
terprising, and if it came down to a 
national rummage sale there's lots of 
things we could slap a price tag on — the 
Smithsonian Institution, for instance. 
High-end museums don't tend to in- 
clude the value of their collections on 
balance sheets, presumably because this 
would be both speculative and gauche, 
but I think we can assume the Hope 
Diamond has some significant street 
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value. At $1,200 a troy ounce, the 
gold in Fort Knox would be 
finally worth around 
$177 billion, if you could 
dump that much gold on 
the market without oblit- 
erating the price. 

What else? One idea 
floated by a Washington 
ost financial writer a few 
years back: sell Alaska. 
Projected value: $2.5 trillion 
(minus reparations to the 
current residents). Then 
there’s our nuclear arsenal, 
which we sunk at least $5.5 
trillion into between 1940 and 1996. 
Deterrence is all well and good, but it 
may be time to get some more tangible 
benefit out of these things. 

Of course, the actual answer to your 
question is: Why pay off the national 
debt at all? We haven’t since World 
War II, and as long as we make sure tax 
revenues keep up with the interest, we 
don’t really need to. Running a country’s 
economy isn’t very much like running 
a household, as many economists have 
pointed out, and anyway we actually 
earn more from our assets abroad than 
we pay to foreign investors. Look, at 
the moment there’re clearly a couple 
things we could stand to spend a few 
extra trillion dollars on — infrastructure 
and energy development come to mind. 
Squaring the national debt may, under 
the circumstances, be an unaffordable 
priority. 
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Cherchez la Femme 


I t was a Saturday night, and the previous day had 
been the first day of spring, for what it was worth 
— which wasn’t much. Here’s an open secret: 
Vermonters actually enjoy complaining about the 
weather, and this winter has provided plenty of fodder. 
Arriving over a weekend of freezing temperatures and 
snow squalls, the official start of spring was but a poke 
in the eye, a cynical joke on the long suffering. Yessirree, 
I can kvetch with the best of them. 

A robust man hailed me from the sidewalk. Taking 
the shotgun seat, he said, “I had plans on taking home 
this one young lady, but it didn't work out.” 

“Well,” I said, channeling my inner Zen sage, “some- 
time it do, and sometime it don’t.” 

“Ain't that the truth,” he said, chuckling. “So could 
you take me and my sorry ass back to Essex?" 

I assured him I could and steered up the hill, thinking 
about how the sex drive fuels so much of my business. 
What else propels a young man out of his warm house 
in Vermont's distinctly un-lamb-like late March to blow 
his paycheck on a Saturday night? Three cheers for sex, 
or the promise thereof! 

“Well, at least I don’t have to work until Monday,” he 

“What are you in? Lemme guess — construction?” 
“Good guess,” he said. “I’m working on a $3.4 million 
home in Saranac Lake. We're one year into a two-year 
project.” 

“What, do you commute across the lake for the job?" 
“Yup. They pay me three hours drive time every day. 
So it ain't bad. The only thing I think about is, like, you 
want to do something to help folks, right? And here I 
am, spending two years of my life on a home that will 
be used by one friggin’ person. And just part time, too, is 
what I understand.” 

“Yeah, I see your point. But at least it's helping out 
you and all the other guys on the crew.” 

“Well, yeah, there is that. But you should see some 
of these homes going up in the North Country. I got a 
buddy, an electrician, who’s working on this place in 


Bloomingdale. Get this — it’s a $13 million property 
being built for one of the wealthiest women in America.” 

“Wow, I bet it’s all top-of-the-line material and 
whatnot.” 

“Oh, you have no idea. My friend was installing this 
chandelier that raises and lowers by remote control. 
The thing cost $240,000, if you can believe it. So he’s 
working on it, and one of the fucking crystals falls and 
breaks. Each one of these crystals apparently costs five 
grand! So he’s totally freaking out, but manages to glue 
it back together with Super Glue.” 

“Oh, my Lord in heaven," I said. “Could you imagine? 
How’d he get away with it? Nobody saw him?” 

“Nope. But now, of course, 
he’s sweating bullets every 
time the lady visits the job 
site, which is, like, every few 
weeks.” 

I dropped the guy at his 
condo in the Brickyard neigh- 
borhood and, coming back on 
Route 15, a middle-aged guy 
hailed me from the parking 
lot in front of Contois Music. 
He was tall and rangy with a 
woolen beanie cap and scruff)' 
beard. I pulled into the lot to pick him up, a fortuitous 
bonus return fare. 

Grabbing shotgun (which is a Vermont thing for cab 
riders and very homey), he said, “Well, figured I better 
take my shot at the ladies tonight. Like they say, you 
can’t score if you don’t shoot.” 

“Yup,” I agreed, “nothing ventured, nothing gained.” 

There's that sex drive again, paying dividends, I 
thought and smiled to myself. 

"Problem is,” he said, “I got this busted lower tooth, 
which is curtailing my smiling. And I do have a lovely 
smile, if I say so myself.” His laugh let me know, in case I 
had any doubt, that he was fooling around. 

I laughed along and said, “Well, you'll just have to 


I. 


smile with your eyes. So what do you do for work, man, 
if you don’t mind me asking?” 

“I’m a forager. I go into the woods collecting mush- 
rooms, wild ginseng, leeks, sometimes wild artichokes. 
I sell them to the local restaurants. They love my stuff. 
Of course, it all slows to a trickle in the winter, as you 
could imagine.” 

“Wow, I didn’t even know that was a thing. Is it, like, 
strictly legal?” 

“Of course! Hunter-gatherer, man — since the dawn 
of mankind.” 

This guy intrigued me, living a life so far removed 
from mine. “So what instrument do you play? You strike 
me as a musician.” 

“I do, do I?” he said. “Well, I’m not, but I do love 
music. I used to go out dancing all the time back in the 
'90s. Remember the band 8084? I used to follow them 
around the state. I recall a concert in Morrisville with 
this beautiful farm girl from up that way I used to see.” 

The forager shook his head, releasing an audible 
sigh. It’s tough realizing that your best days might be 
behind you. I thought of that song by the Pretenders 
with a lyric that never fails to choke me up: “I found a 
picture of you. Those were the happiest days of my life.” 

He said, “Jeez, I’ve had this slight chest pain for, like, 
a week now. I’m pretty sure it’s just a muscle pull, but, 
shit, I am really getting old.” 

I said, “Well, you look to me like you still got some 
life in you.” 

My customer turned to face me and nodded his head 
a few times. “Smile with my eyes. That’s your recom- 
mendation, right?” 

“Yup, and if that don't work, try crinkling your nose. 
Whatever it takes, brother.” © 
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Readers clear the haze over 
Vermont's cannabis culture 


BY KEN PICARD 

t's no secret that many folks in the 
Green Mountain State enjoy their 
green bud. But we’ve only recently 
learned just how much. 

Last year, Vermonters 
consumed a shit-ton of weed 
— an estimated 15 to 25 metric 
tons, according to the RAND 
Corporation. That nonprofit think 
tank was commissioned in 2014 by 
the Vermont legislature to study 
the consequences of legalizing 
marijuana in the state. 

The resulting RAND report, 
which largely focused on the 
projected impacts on Vermont's 
criminal-justice system, 
substance-abuse treatment 
programs and state tax revenues, 
was informative and decidedly 
nonjudgmental. However, it 
told us little about the estimated 
60,000 to 100,000 Vermonters 
who spent $125 million to $225 
million last year getting high. We 
learned almost nothing about who 
they are, what they do and their 
relationship to America’s most- 
talked-about cash crop. 

So last month Seven Days 
invited readers to fill out an 
anonymous, 54-question survey 
about themselves and their 
weed use, including what they 
consume, how much they pay 


for it and why they get high. We 
hoped to get 1,000 responses over 
the two weeks the survey was 
available online and in print. 

Within the first 24 hours, more 
than 500 readers had weighed 
in. In all, 2,059 people took the 
survey, 203 of whom no longer 
smoke pot or never tried it. 

Almost 300 responders filled out 
paper questionnaires and snail- 
mailed them to us, including two 
people whose return address read: 
“Governor Peter Shumlin." (Only 
one spelled his name right.) 

Contrary to the lazy-stoner 
stereotype, most people who took 
the survey devoted a fair amount 
of time to it. Of those who did it 
online, more than half spent in 
excess of 10 minutes on it; more 
than a third spent 15-plus minutes. 
As for the 200-plus people who 
devoted more than a half-hour to 
it — including nearly two dozen 
people who burned away more 
than two hours — our suspicion is 
that they took frequent “breaks.” 

And what did we learn? 

Although the survey was 
not scientific, the results are 
illuminating. Vermont’s can- 
nabis consumers are a diverse, 
creative and passionate bunch, 
with no shortage of opinions, 


accomplishments and anecdotes. 
Vermont’s “typical pot smoker” 

— itself a somewhat misleading 

vape, dab or eat their cannabis 
instead — is more likely to be over 
40 than 20 or younger. He or she 
is generally a left-leaning, college- 
degreed homeowner who’s 
either married or in a long-term, 
committed relationship. 

Vermont's dank denizens 
typically consume at least once 
a week, generally in the evening, 
after school or work, often before 
playing music, tackling household 
chores, putting up drywall, 



watching a movie or whipping 
up a meal for friends and family. 
Many of those who say they get 
high before work or school do so 
to boost their productivity — and 
give examples of their altered- 
state accomplishments. 

The vast majority of those 
surveyed do not "regularly” or 


even “occasionally” indulge 
in harder illicit drugs. In fact, 
more than nine in 10 say they’ve 
never done or no longer do LSD, 
cocaine, crystal meth, inhalants, 
prescription opiates or heroin. 

Despite the fact that only 2 
percent of respondents are on 
Vermont's medical marijuana 
registry, many report that they 
partake specifically to improve 
their physical and mental well- 
being. Vermonters say they use 
weed to sleep better, exercise 
more, and relieve their stress, 
anxiety and depression. 

Nobody describes cannabis 
consumption as a vice, crutch 
or hard-to-kick habit. Most 
characterize it as a positive and 
beneficial element in their lives, 
enabling them to better appreciate 
nature, solve problems, tackle 
difficult or tedious tasks, relate 
to others and connect spiritu- 
ally with the universe. Or, as a 
thirtysomething Lamoille County 
woman who smokes “most days" 
puts it: “It helps me keep things in 
perspective and remember what is 
truly important in life.” 

Lawmakers in Montpelier are 
doing the cost-benefit analysis as 
they wrestle with whether — or 
perhaps more accurately, how 
soon — Vermont should legalize 
marijuana. Surely the equation 
should also factor in what the 
state’s cannabis consumers are 
experiencing and have been kind 
enough to pass along. Read on. © 
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Visit sevendaysvt.com to take our Weeders Quiz — we promise, it's a LOT shorter than 
the survey! While you're there, you can read all the survey results and even download the 
data for your own "scientific" purposes. 




LOVE TWEED 


Who Are You? 

Nearly one-third of the people who took the 
Seven Days Weeders Survey are between 21 
and 30 years old, numbers consistent with 
the findings of the RAND Corporation study. 

Nearly 64 percent are older than 30, and close 
to 40 percent are 40 and up. 

Clearly, Vermont still has its share of 
woodstock-era tokers. More than half of the 
289 people who filled out paper surveys are 
older than 50; more than a quarter of them are 
60-plus. Their preference for paper — writing 
on it not rolling it — may reflect a lower rate 
of computer use or distrust in our ability to 
protect their online anonymity. Or both. 

where do they live? Mirroring Seven 
Days' readership, the single largest group of 
respondents (more than 55 percent) resides in 
Chittenden County, followed by Washington 
County (10 percent), Addison Count}' (6 
percent) and Franklin County (4 percent). 

Only 3 percent of respondents reside outside 
Vermont. 

Equally predictable are their pot politics: 

Nearly 40 percent align with Democrats, 14 percent with Progressives; fewer 
than 5 percent are Republicans and 30 percent are independents. Among the 
7 percent who identify as “other” are “Greens,” “anarchists” and "socialists." 
(You in there, Bemie Sanders?) 

Vermont’s cannabis consumers are well schooled. Nearly two-thirds have 
at least a bachelor’s degree, including more than 4 percent who’ve earned 
doctorates. Fewer than 8 percent didn’t make it past high school. 

Speaking of high school ... More than 40 percent of our respondents say 
they first tried pot during those years — typically by age 15 — while many 
others took it up during college. More than 90 percent had toked before their 
21st birthday, compared to fewer than 7 percent who discovered the wonders 
of weed in their twenties. Only two respondents were older than 60 when they 
burned their first doobie. 


It’s fair to say that stoners 
who partake together stay 
together. The single largest 
group of responses (40 
percent) came from people 
who are married. Adding in 
those who are unmarried 
but coupled, in serious 
relationships or widowed 
brings to more than 66 
percent users who are or 
were in romantic relation- 
ships. In contrast, fewer 
than 6 percent report being 
divorced or separated. 

Our (admittedly unsci- 
entific) conclusion: With 
a solid majority of stoners 
also saying that nugs are 
nice with nookie, cannabis 
is either boosting Vermont 
couples’ sex lives or making 
bad relationships more 
bearable. 


Is It 4:20 Yet? 



Eighty-seven percent of you 
bought weed in the last year. 
Clearly it pays to buy in bulk. 
Costco, anyone? 


A joint 

®10 


An eighth 

®50 


A quarter 

®100 


®300 


According to the RAND report, Vermonters consume marijuana at some of the 
highest rates in the country. How often are Vermonters packing bowls, bongs 
and vaporizers? One-third of Weeders Survey respondents say they're daily 
users; another quarter crack the baggie or unscrew the mason jar on “most 
days." More than 80 percent inhale or ingest at least once a week. 

Among the more casual users, slightly more than 7 percent indulge only on 


“holidays and special occasions” 
— we’re thinking the Fourth of 
July and Jerry Garcia's birthday, 
for starters. Two percent only 
puff when a pipe or joint gets 
passed to them at parties. 

Fewer than one in 10 
respondents say they spark up 
as soon as they roll out of bed, 
but many of those reserve their 
wake-and-bake sessions for 
weekends and days off. 

Among the 2 percent who 
say they partake before work or 
school — and another 2 percent 
during work or school — many 
noted that they work at home. 
Our bad for not offering self- 
employed, retired or disabled 
options as separate categories. 

Several remark that they puff 
prior to punching the clock to 
relieve work-related anxiety, 
or after hours because, as one 
user put it, doing so “helps me 
unwind from dealing with the 
general public all day.” 


HOW YOU PARTAKE 

Asked to rank your preferred 
doobage delivery device, 
you told us: 





MENTAL HEALTH 


PHYSICAL HEALTH 


POSITIVE EFFECT 



NEGATIVE EFFECT 


Happy, Healthy and Horny Vermonters 


Seven Days stoners emphatically believe that ganj a is good for their 
bodies, minds and souls. 

Nearly nine in 10 say that weed makes them more creative. 

More than six in 10 say they get hornier when high, and 56 percent 
say it improves their sex drive. 

Nearly eight in 10 say pot usage helps them sleep better. A 
sixtysomething daily user in Chittenden County writes: “I wake up 
ever)' three hours, like clockwork, to walk around, take a leak, open 
the door to the deck, take a toke and slip back asleep.” 

His restlessness may derive from another source: The same re- 
spondent says he once got stopped by police in Steamboat Springs, 
Colo., with a half pound of coke in his car. D’oh! 

More than half of our self-reporters say pot makes them more 
sociable, but more than one-quarter feel less sociable with a 
buzz on. Almost equal numbers say weed is good or bad for their 
concentration. Different tokes for different folks... 

We weren’t shocked to learn that weed negatively affects 
coordination in nearly one in three people. But for the others, it 
either has no effect (47 percent) or improves moves (22 percent). 
Could this have something to do with Vermont's prominence in the 
world of competitive snowboarding? 

Does reefer relieve anxiety? Sixty percent of users say yes. But 
19 percent get the opposite effect. Twenty-one percent say that 
weed neither boosts nor blunts their tendency to get anxious. 

Similar results crop up regarding levels of depression. A solid 


63 percent report that herb has a 
positive impact on their state of 
happiness, compared to just 7 per- 
cent who feel more bummed after 
burning one. Only 30 percent say 
that weed has no effect whatsoever 
on their happiness levels. Perhaps 
these folks should consider a 
different strain. 

More solid numbers align pot 
use and stress relief. A solid 84 
percent of respondents say that 
weed relieves their stress, while 
fewer than 5 percent report that it 
increases theirs. 

Overall, about 80 percent 
of respondents say that pot is a 
positive influence on their mental 
health, compared to just 16 percent 
who are neutral on it and 4 percent 
who say that weed negatively 
affects their mental health. 


No Thanks, Man 

More than 200 people who took 
the Weeders Survey have never 
tried weed or have given it up. 
Among those who’ve quit, 38 
percent say they’ve smoked in the 
last five years; another 13 percent 
in the last six to 14 years. The rest 
last indulged in ganja in the last 
century. 

One in five respondents report 
that they tried it a few times but 
didn't like it. About 18 percent say 
they don’t like it anymore, and 
about 10 percent stopped when 
they began families and “grew 
up.” Only 1 
percent say 
they stopped 
using pot 
because 
they got into 
trouble with 

the law. 

Of the 
32 people 
who provide 
additional 
comments, 

the remarks 
of many: 

“It got in 
the way of 

relationships, friendships and 
family. It negatively impacted my 
mental health. I became paranoid. 
It was a big problem for me;” 

Others note general problems 
with substance abuse and say that 
smoking weed only increased their 
desire and likelihood to use harder 
drugs. Only one person is worried 
about the physical health effects. 

Still others express concerns 
about drug testing. One thirty- 
something married man in 
Chittenden County says there’s 
“too much risk due to it being 
illegal. Would use it on a semi- 
regular basis otherwise.” 

Several people who work in the 
military or law enforcement fear 
their credibility or opportunities 
for career advancement could be 
compromised, even if marijuana 
were legalized. Says one, "I 
became a professional adult, and 
the stakes for illegal behavior were 
no longer tenable.” 

Another fortysomething single 
homeowner in Washington County 
is more blunt: “Smoking pot is a 
waste of time and energy'.” 



CHITTENDEN 
COUNTY WOMAN 



How Big Is Your Stash? 

Prior to this survey, we could only guess how much weed Vermonters keep 
on hand. So we asked. The answers are eye-opening. 

A few folks admit to having been in possession of felonious quantities of 
herb, including a sixtysomething Chittenden County risk-taker who once 
trafficked five kilos on a flight from Southeast Asia onto Grand Forks Air 
Force Base. 


Another kind fellow says he gifted out “eight pounds of my very best 
organic awesomeness — mostly to needy folks.” 

That said, most cannabis consumers — nearly 70 percent — have kept 

some point, including 
30 percent who’ve kept 
more than an ounce but 
less than a pound. Of 
those who’ve had more 
than a pound kicking 
around, several qualify 
that it was only during 
harvest season. (Or when 
Phish was in town?) 

Eight in 10 get high 
with a little help from 
their friends, and vice 
versa. Only 2 percent 
have dealt professionally, 
though at least one in 10 
has helped a buddy score 
some bud. 
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Reefer Gladness 

Pot proponents partake for myriad 
reasons, such as avoiding hangovers, 
getting a better buzz and ‘‘want[ingj 
to have fun without falling down." As 
one daily user puts it: “Cannabis is like 
the loudness button on your stereo — it 
makes most things better, but for me 
it’s about being active, and it's hard to 
be active when you’re drunk or on most 
other drugs.” 

Many of the 211 people who elaborate 
on why they get high say they use 
cannabis for its medicinal properties 
— including those not on the registry. 

A thirtysomething married woman 
in Chittenden County writes: ‘1 have 
Crohn's disease, and weed mitigates my 
flares better than any FDA-approved drugs." 

Another fortysomething divorced female, who smokes 
Northern Lights in the evenings, says, “It helps my 
nausea and my PTSD symptoms.” 

From a twentysomething daily smoker who grows 
his own in Chittenden 
County: “Unlike Zoloft 
or Risperdal, it doesn't 
make me happy while at 
the same time making me 
want to kill myself.” 

Still others enjoy 
weed’s psychological and 
physical properties. A 
twentysomething single 
male from Essex County 
writes that it makes him 
a “more tolerant and 
CHITTENDEN P**nt pTson," m d Jbd 
COUNTY MAN relaxes my stomach 
muscles and eases my 
farts!” On behalf of your date companions, we thank you 
for pot smoking. 

OTHER CHRONIC REASONS VERMONTERS GET HIGH: 

"It helps me connect with my spirituality and 
surroundings as well as allowing me to have a greater 
appreciation for nature." 

"It puts me in a comfortable and pleasant state where 
I feel like myself and good about me." 

"Weed has the least amount of risk of being 
contaminated with nasty chemicals." 

"Its less dangerous than alcohol." 

"I won't die from it." 

"It takes my creativity off in some zany directions and 
really enhances sex." 

"I pay more attention to the beauty in the world when 

"I have crippling anxiety, and this makes me feel 
normal and happy." 

"Spiritual enlightenment and mindfulness enhancing." 
"Lubricates the imagination." 

"It just makes me feel very uplifted and thoughtful. 

I would say its a very positive part of my life." 
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MAKING MEWANT 
TO KILL MYSELF. 


Quick, 
hide the 
bong! 

Mom’s 

home! 

Nearly half of all 
survey respondents 
say their family 
members know they 
partake; another 
quarter report that 
they’ve told a select 
few. Only 7 percent 
are closet stoners 
around their kin. 

As for talking to 
the kids about pot 
use, 36 percent of 
parents say they 
have or will. Just 
4 percent say their 
kids don’t know. A 
lot of people with 
older children wrote 


has become a shared 
activity. 

This was 
reassuring: 84 
percent say they had 
not shared weed 
with a minor — not 
deliberately, anyway. 
No one copped to 
sharing weed with 
anyone under the 
age of 16. 


WARNING: OBJECTS MAY APPEAR MORE 
EDIBLETHAN THEYREALLYARE. 

Breaking news flash! Nearly eight in 10 stoners say that pot makes them 
hungry. Someone alert the researchers at the New England Journal of 
Medicine and Lake Champlain Chocolates. Before you exclaim, "No one's 
ever eaten this!" consider what your fellow Vermonters have ingested to 
satisfy the munchies: 


Raw lamb, dog biscuits, canned Chinese black beetles, 
beef heart, 1/2 gallon of raw milk and a whole chocolate cake, 
deep-fried Twinkies, spicy grasshoppers, crickets, squid, 
horsemeat, frogs' legs, cigarette ashes in a coke bottle, live 
goldfish, a whole turkey, peanut butter with jelly and tuna, 
urine, tripe, goat intestines, salted jellyfish, worm in the 
bottle of Mescal, alligator, a meatball sandwich made with 
Belgian waffles, rattlesnake, laundry detergent, durian fruit, 
ice cream and hummus, rice beetles, catnip quesadilla, 
strawberry-grilled 
cheese sandwich, 
a seed bomb. 
Crunchy Cheetos 
in clam chowder, 
chocolate sauce on a cheeseburger with anchovies, raw 
caribou meat, BBQ ostrich, banana-pudding pizza, dehydrated 
minnows, sand, Rocky Mountain oysters, chocolate-covered 
ants, pepperoni waffles with ice cream, spiders, hot dogs 
dipped in marshmallow Fluff, a June bug, cow brains, gefllte 
fish, lamb testicles with fresh blueberries, semi-rotten 
leftovers, cottage cheese and kimchi, deer heart, goat's head 
soup, fingernails, rabbit empanadas, bong water, blowfish, 
and way too many Flintstones vitamins! 




Party of One? 

Just 18 percent of stoners say they 
prefer to spark up solo. Those who 
enjoy the company of others are very 
selective. For many, it’s “only with my 
wife” or another romantic partner, 
with good friends or with family. 

“But not all family!" clarifies one. 
“Some of them are a buzzkill." 

Suffice it to say, a fair number of 
cats and dogs would also recognize the 
sound of a bubbling bong. 

Just about half of our respondents 
abide by the “put-it-in-front-of-me" 
rule: They partake whenever, however 
and with whomever it’s offered. 
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What’s 
Your Kind? 


Evidently, a fair share of Green Mountain ganja users 
are cannabis connoisseurs. More than a third say they 
know the name of the strain they’re smoking, eating 
or vaping; another quarter want to know. A solid 60 
percent know that sativa and indica strains aren’t yoga 
postures. 

Indeed, several readers offer a handy tip for 
remembering which is which: Indica is short for “in 
da couch,” i.e., the more relaxing and calming 
body buzz, versus sativa's uplifting, cerebral and 
potentially hallucinatory high. 

About 25 percent of respondents are locavore 
cannabis consumers; they seek out weed grown in the 
Green Mountain State. Fewer than 10 percent say they 
get it exclusively from outside Vermont. Thirty-seven 
percent use both — presumably, buying whatever is 
available. Fully one-quarter have no clue from whence 
their weed comes, though many express a desire to 
know what they’re consuming, where and how it’s 
grown, and who they’re supporting by buying it 

What kinds are currently kicking around Vermont? 
We’ve grouped them into categories based on other 
things for which they might be mistaken: 



NEW BEN & JERRY'S FLAVORS 

Cotton Candy, Girl Scout Cookie, Huckleberry, Mango, 
Lemon Diesel. Bubblegum, Orange Crush, Blueberry 
Haze, Chocolate Chunk, Lemon Haze, Pineapple Kush, 
Honey Bear, Organic Cherry Pie, Coco Kush, Grape Ape, 
Jelly Bean, Banana Kush 

DUTCH BOY PAINT SWATCHES 

(apropos given the number ofVermonters who say 
they've visited Amsterdam to get high) 

Purple Haze, Purple Afghan, Purple Dump Truck, 

Troy Purple, Blue Dream, Blue Venom, Blue Cheese, 
Super Silver Haze, White Witch, White Widow, 

White Rhino, Berry White, Snow Fairy, Northern Lights. 
Orange Cheese, Cali Mist, Green Mamba, Blackjack 

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

AK-47, Sour Diesel, ChemDog, Flower Bomb Kush, 
Afghani Train Wreck, Hippie Killer, Blackwater 

MEDICAL AILMENTS 

Dream Ripper, Jawbreaker, Amnesia Haze, Green Crack 

SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT 

Holy Grail, God Bud, Medical Mass, Exodus Cheese 

COLLEGE MASCOTS 

Pride of the Valley, Big Mamma, Wonder Woman, 

Elvis, Cinderella 99, Jack Flash, William's Wonder, 
Alaskan Thunderfuck 
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Does Your Boss Know? 


A lot of weed-loving Vermonters work for themselves 
— in which case, the boss is totally cool with it. Keeping 
that in mind, 32 percent of survey respondents say their 
supervisor is aware of their penchant for pot. Twenty- 
seven percent aren’t sure. A full 42 percent aren't 
sharing that info with the so-called higher-ups. 

Green Mountain stoners are more chill about their 
cannabis consumption around their coworkers — about 
38 percent report that their workmates know, while 26 
percent say only the ones who get high know. Says one 
Washington County Dem, who is now in his sixties: 

“I worked for the State of Vermont for 35 years. I am 
now retired. I have smoked pot with people in the 
governor’s office as well as employees from a half dozen 
departments. It was never a big deal.” 

No word yet on which administration hot-boxed the 
fifth floor. 

A young woman working in Chittenden County 
is more discreet: “I think it’s very likely that most of 
my coworkers smoke weed, but it's not appropriate 
to discuss at work, and I wouldn’t feel comfortable 

smoking weed with coworkers 
because it's illegal, and if they felt 
vengeful they could use it to get 
me fired.” Harsh toke! 

Despite ample workplace 
caution, 802 stoners seem to seek 
each other out at work. About 70 
percent of people report getting 
high with a co worker — though 
often off-premises and off the 
clock. Says one, “Sometimes it 
was THE THING that saved 
a shitty day. We’d call it an 
‘attitude adjustment.’” 

Says another, “My entire office smokes. If we had a 
drug test, everyone would be out a job, including the 
managers and owners." 

One sixtysomething Chittenden County man says 
he’d never consider getting high with his current 
coworkers, writing “They’d have to ‘process it’ over 
multiple useless staff meetings and still not come up 
with a clear outcome objective. My head would explode 
if I had to smoke with a rookie hipster who has anxiety 
about drinking the wrong beer or the wrong coffee.” 


MY ENTIRE OFFICE 
SMOKES. 




Stupid Stoner Moves 


When asked, “What’s the dumbest thing 
you’ve ever done while high?” a bunch 
of clever folks write, “Take this survey!” 
Others challenge the suggestion that 
smoking bones causes boneheaded 
behavior. Yes, we know you’ve all grasped 
Einstein’s theory of general relativity six 
bongs hits into the night. You just couldn't 

Though this question wasn’t meant 
to be provocative, we asked it for 
another reason: to see what didn't turn 
up. Granted, there are a few truly scary 
responses, including “set 500 acres on 
fire," drove “90 mph without knowing,” 
“jumped into the Huntington Gorge” 
and “did a backflip off a 60-foot cliff into 

That said, no one reports beating a 
spouse or kids, chipping a tooth on a 
beer bottle, punching a cop or backing 
over a toddler. Many identify driving 
as their worst stoner move, but equally 
common are reports of classes skipped 
to play video games, milk returned to the 
cupboards rather than the refrigerator, 
ill-considered marriage proposals and bad 
food decisions. (See page 32 for more on 
the munchies.) 

The vast majority of the 1,106 written 
answers fall into the hilarious-and- 
harmless category, including “peed pants,” 
“accidentally shit in a hoodie,” “ate too 
much junk food,” “lost car keys” and, 
tellingly, “nothing I wouldn't do sober.” 

In short, Vermont’s cannabis 
consumers, like all humans, cop to doing 
some stupid shit — they just don’t blame 
it on the weed. As one twentysomething 
woman from Windsor County puts it, “I 
can't think of any significant ‘dumb’ things 
I’ve done on pot. Ask me about alcohol 
and I could write you an entire list.” 



BURLINGTON FURNITURE COMPANY 


Doobie Doers 

It takes more than a toke or two to extinguish the Vermont work ethic. Asked 
“What’s the most productive thing you’ve done while high on weed?” Seven 
Days stoners say they routinely lay down masonry and put up cabinets while 
high. They learn and play musical instruments and compose musical scores. 
They write term papers, master’s theses, dissertations, novels, songs, poems 
and articles. One even claims to have taken the Vermont bar exam while baited. 

For others, being productive means being reproductive. Several folks say 
they conceived their kids on kind bud; two others managed their labor pains by 
getting high. Another two claim they saved someone's life, including one who 
prevented a suicide. 

OTHER HIGH-FUNCTIONING ACTIVITIES 

• Aced a quantum physics exam 

■ Learned how to j uggle 

■ Won a big poker tournament 

• Designed and edited comic books 

■ Wrote a high-end web application 
for Google patent/trademark 
attorneys 

• Got third place for a skateboard 
competition 

■ Wrote peer-reviewed journal 
article. "The weed broke my writer's 

• Wrote a worldwide hit song 

• Had a revelation about a job 
interview in terms of how to 
market myself and got the job that 
literally changed my life 

• Realized that my ex and I were 
absolutely Incompatible 

■ Sewed an entire quilt in one night 

■ Lost 30 pounds exercising 



Wrote software that generates 
millions of dollars for the company 
I work for 

Came up with a name for my 
company 

Closed a deal that made me about 
$500,000 

Organized and opened a free 
health clinic 

Developed an iPhone app 
Designed a LEED gold certified 
building in 24 hours 
Reassembled a V-6 engine 
Learned a foreign language 
Took the SAT and got a 2220 
(800 on writing!) 

Reassembled a vehicle carburetor 
with no instructions, starting with 
a box full of parts 
Converted 40,000 pounds of milk 
into 4,200 pounds of cheese 


NEW ARRIVALS 
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learn about the benefits of sleeping on Latex 
and get a Free Pillow* in return for your time. 


MATTRESS 
FLOOR MODEL 
SALE 

50% OFF 


1% of Sales made in April from 
SFC vendors will be donated to th 

(■eiaatSsSc 



*t)JP 


VOTED: BEST FURNITURE STORE 2014-5 YEARS IN ROW 
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Legalize It? 

Shocking news: Three percent of respondents haven’t decided whether Vermont 
should legalize marijuana. A whopping 96 percent say yes. Fewer than 1 percent of 
respondents vote no. 

If and when legalization happens, 83 percent of respondents say they’d feel 
moderately to totally "free at last,” while fewer than 1 percent say they'd still keep 
their cannabis consumption closeted. No worries. Your secret is safe with us. 


IF VERMONT WERE TO LEGALIZE MARIJUANA: 


86% of 1,442 respondents said they’d "definitely or probably" buy and smoke it 

75% would "definitely or probably" buy and use edibles 

52% would grow it for personal use 

12% would definitely or probably grow 

commercially 

50% would use it instead of other legal drugs 
59% would use it along with other legal drugs 
29% said they'd definitely use it instead of other 
illegal drugs 

65% would use it as a painkiller 
15% would definitely or probably want to capitalize About six in 10 responc 

on it by selling marketing or distributing are on| y mildly or not a 


WHO CARES? 




Wheels and Weed 


Marijuana: The Gateway Drug — 
to Caffeine and Alcohol 

By a wide margin, Seven Days stoners say they prefer 
the green stuff to other substances — though alcohol 
and caffeine are close runners-up. Nearly nine out 
of 10 cannabis consumers describe themselves as 
“regular” or “occasional” drinkers, and more than 
eight in 10 down caffeine in some form. 

One in four uses tobacco products. 

In contrast, 98 percent of survey respondents say 
they’ve never used bath salts, GHB, heroin, crystal 
meth, inhalants or steroids; 97 percent have never 
done amphetamines. More than 90 percent have never 
abused prescription opiates, and more than 80 percent 
have never tripped on ecstasy. Three-quarters avoided 
acid altogether. 

In fact, the only other illegal drugs that show up on 
our survey with any frequency — that is, in more than 
single-digit percentages — are mushrooms and peyote. 
Fourteen percent have enjoyed that psychedelic 
experience. 

At least 74 respondents explain that their harder 
drug use, especially psychedelics, were youthful dalli- 
ances or once-in-a-blue-moon indulgences. 


POT AND THE PO PD 



The good news: Fewer than 1 percent of Weeder Survey respondents 
have flown a plane or operated a military vehicle under the influence of 
marijuana. 

The bad news, if you’re promoting legalization to public safety 
advocates: More than three-quarters of respondents have operated a 
car or truck high; only 16 percent of those 
surveyed say they’ve “never” driven stoned. 

Generally speaking, pot-loving people 
are on the go: 44 percent have ridden 
something pedal-powered; 28 
percent have piloted a sailboat, 
kayak, canoe or inner tube; 12 
percent drove a snowmobile, 
motorboat or ATV; and 9 percent 
operated a tractor, forklift or 
snowplow. More than 90 “other” 
responses mention stoned 
motorcycling, skiing, snowboarding, 
horseback riding, driving golf carts, 
and riding skateboards and lawn 


ONLY 

16 % 


At least one Vermont stoner from 

Windsor County knows he shouldn't have been behind the wheel and 
expresses remorse over it. “Drove a tractor trailer during rush hour in 
Atlanta,” he writes. “Got super paranoid. Won’t do that again!" 


Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com. Special thanks to Ashley Cleare, Neel Tandan and Audrey Williams for additional data compilatic 
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Calling the Shots 

From tournament player to pool hall owner, Van Phan has minded her cues 


V an Phan carefully places two 
pool balls on a table in a South 
Burlington billiards hall. The 
arrangement would make it 
tricky for anyone to knock the ball into 
aside pocket. It takes her a few tries, but 
she nails it as the ball slams authorita- 
tively into the hole. 

Phan plays like a boss because she 
is the boss: It’s her pool hall. Van Phan 
Billiards & Bar will soon celebrate its 
11th anniversary. 


billiards champion of Vermont, a title 
she last held in 2009. These days, Phan 
spends most of her time mixing drinks 
at the bar, but she’s happy to leave her 
post to offer advice to other players, who 
would do well to take it. 

More than once, Phan uses the word 
“passion” in speaking of her relation- 
ship with billiards. When she tackles a 
difficult trick shot, she seems physically 
incapable of relinquishing her cue until 
she pulls it off. 

Van Phan, 39, says she was about 10 
years old when she first picked up a pool 
cue. Her family ran a games parlor in 
her native Saigon, so she figures it was 
inevitable. They even had a table right in 
her home. Still, she had to hide it from 
her parents because young girls weren’t 
supposed to play pool. Phan’s opponents 
were often adults, the stakes cans of soda 
or candy bars. 

She learned three-cushion billiards 
on equipment that was anything but top 
quality. “There were holes everywhere 
in the felt of the table,” Phan recalls, 
adding that the playing surface wasn't 
made of industry-standard slate but of 
crumbly cement. “The balls would make 
holes on the table, the rails were dead, 
the cloth was slow,” she says. 

These inadequacies didn’t stifle her 
fascination with playing pool. Phan is 
hard-pressed to articulate exactly what 
about the game appeals to her. It’s not 
the mathematical precision, she says, 
nor the opportunity for competition. “I 
can feel the game,” she finally concludes. 
“It’s all about feeling for me. The cue 
ball is this little” — she holds up two out- 
stretched fingers — “but you can make it 
dance on the table.” 



A few years later, at Burlington's 
since-shuttered Trinity College, Phan 
took courses in sociology and criminal 
justice. Initially interested in pursuing a 
career in law enforcement, she soon “fell 
off the wagon," she says with a laugh. 

While Phan learned English and ad- 
justed to her adoptive country, billiards 
fell by the wayside. It wasn't until 2000, 
when she took a bartending job, that Phan 
picked up a cue stick for the first time 
since leaving Vietnam. It was probably not 
a coincidence, she allows, that the job was 
at the now-defunct Burlington Billiards. 
“That’s where I ended up spending most 
of my time,” she says. 


I CAN m THE GAME. 

IT S ALL ABOUT FEELING FOR ME. 


Phan came to Vermont with her 
mother and siblings in 1992, beneficia- 
ries of a federal program that extended 
relocation assistance to Vietnamese 
citizens displaced by the Vietnam War. 
“The [Vermont Vietnamese] community 
was very small at the time,” Phan says — 
nothing like the mini melting pot it is in 
the U.S. today. 

She has never known her father, a 
Vietnamese citizen who served with 
American forces during that conflict. 


His official status: missing in action. “He 
could have been killed in the war, or he 
could be here somewhere in the United 
States, or he could be somewhere...” 
Phan says, her voice trailing off. 

Phan was 16 when she, her mother 
and three siblings moved to Burlington's 
Old North End and she enrolled in 
Burlington High School. She spoke only 
Vietnamese at the time; her now-excel- 
lent English, she says, is a product of her 
high school’s ESL classes. 


Despite a 15-year hiatus from the 
game, and the fact that it was pocket bil- 
liards rather than three-cushion, Phan 
says she felt comfortable immediately. 
“It came naturally for me," she says. Her 
game steadily improved. 

Liz Ford played with Phan in quali- 
fying and professional events as mem- 
bers of the Green Mountain American 
Poolplayers Association League. In an 
email, Ford recalls Phan’s ease in making 
flashy bank shots. But it was Phan’s abil- 
ity to have fun among dour opponents, 
Ford says, that gave her a strategic edge: 
“She’d be joking around and having a 
good time, all the while sneaking out the 
win from under the other player's nose.” 

In 2003, on a regional women’s bil- 
liards tour, Phan performed well enough 
that professional pool player Jennifer 
Barretta encouraged her to try out 
for the Women’s Professional Billiard 
Association tournament in New York 
City. Barretta tells Seven Days via email 
that Phan “had some natural ability, and 
I could see how much she loved the game 
... I immediately knew that Van had what 
it took to become a good player.” 

Thus emboldened, Phan jumped into 
national tournament play and was soon 
invited to the U.S. Open in Albuquerque. 
She won't say how well she played in 
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her sole national tournament, but she 
admits that, in a field of 64, she didn’t 
finish in the top 16, which would have 
qualified her for the next round. 

In the years following that competi- 
tion, Phan continued playing in state 
and regional tournaments but did not 
go to the nationals again. Her time was 
devoted to running her own pool hall, 
which opened less than a year after the 
2003 closure of Burlington Billiards. 

A photo on one wall of Van Phan 
Billiards shows the proprietor in the 
classic bow tie and vest attire of the pro 
pool player. Phan's current smart black 
suit — as well as the mean English spin 
she can still put on a cue ball — suggests 
that her passion for the sport hasn't 
diminished. 


to the tables’ Simonis cloth — high-grade 
stufF from a 300-year-old Belgian com- 
pany. Along with rent and temperature 
control, the tables and their upkeep are 
the business' most significant expense. 
Phan explains that these costs are inter- 
related: If the temperature inside drops 
to a certain point, the rubber on the 
bumpers can become brittle with cold. 

Plenty of bars in Vermont have a 
pool table or two, but Phan insists that 
Van Phan Billiards is the only true bil- 
liards hall in the state. (Dover's One 
More Time Billiards Parlor & Tavern 
sports six tables but is open only sea- 
sonally.) Even bars that offer billiards 
don’t typically have regulation-size 
tables, without which you don’t have a 
true billiards hall. 



From the outside, the billiards hall is 
an unassuming 5,000-square-foot struc- 
ture tucked in a corner of a bland shop- 
ping area just off South Burlington’s 
Dorset Street. The hall’s spacious- 
ness is a necessity: Its front room has 
four 3.5-by-7-foot pool tables, and the 
main room boasts 10 regulation-size 
Brunswick tables, 9.32 by 4.65 feet each. 
The per-game rental on the smaller 
tables is $1.25; the bigger tables go for 
$7.50 per person per hour, or $12.50 per 
two-person team per hour. 

Even with ample space between 
tables, there’s room for a Ping-Pong 
table, a couple of foosball tables, trophy 
display cases and a few well-worn sofas. 
Just off the main room, a rentable pri- 
vate room has its own regulation table. 

Phan cares for her tables like a con- 
servator attends to historic paintings. 
And no wonder: The bigger ones cost 
about $14,000 each. She draws attention 


The Green Mountain APA league 
has convened regularly at Van Phan 
Billiards since 2011; its main room is 
lined with plaques commemorating 
members’ victories. But even on league 
nights, Phan says, a few tables remain 
available for anyone looking to play. 

Phan says that pool hustlers are nei- 
ther welcome nor a particular problem 
at her billiards hall. And if they do show 
up, they’re easy to spot, she says — and 
they’re not tolerated. 

Nowadays Phan doesn’t hit the floor 
much, unless it’s to offer a little coach- 
ing. She hesitates to even pick up the 
cue. “I’ll forget that I'm supposed to be 
working," she says. © 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 
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The Way We Were 

Book review: A Slant of Light by Jeffrey Lent 

BY MOLLY ZAPP 


E arly in Jeffrey Lent's new his- 
torical novel, A Slant of Light, 
a teenage hired hand named 
Harlan turns to a powerful 
lawyer who’s questioning him and says, 
“You know how people, when they think 
they’re more clever, will let on when 
they’re trying to hide something?" The 
lawyer, the de facto leader of a Shaker- 
like Christian sect, takes a moment to re- 
cover from the boy's boldness and then 
responds simply with, “I do.” 

Such moments of insight into the 
wisdom and foolishness of humans 
make pieces of A Slant of Light shine 
long after the book ends. 

As in Lent’s stunning first novel, In 
the Fall, his protagonist is a Union sol- 
dier just returned from the Civil War 
— though A Slant of Light takes place 
in western New York, not Vermont. 
To Slant’s veteran, Malcolm Hopeton, 
the reader is less immediately sympa- 
thetic: Within the first chapter, he kills 
his wife, Bethany, and Amos, the adult 
hired hand with whom he believes she’s 
been having an affair. 

A Slant of Light is not a thriller or 


a courtroom drama. The rest of the 
novel instead endeavors to unravel 
the histories of the people, living and 
dead, who are affected by the murders, 
and to imagine what justice or atone- 
ment for Malcolm could look like. After 
he’s caught, some of the townspeople 
demand that he be hanged, while others 
feel that Malcolm was victimized by 
those he killed: by Amos, who stole and 
sold of some of the farm’s assets, or by 
Bethany herself. 


FROM A SLANT OF LIGHT 


The most interesting character in A 
Slant of Light is 15-year-old Harlan, an 
orphan who unsuccessfully intervenes 
when Malcolm attacks Bethany and 
the other farmhand. When his boss is 
imprisoned, Harlan goes to work for 
August Swarthout, a middle-aged farmer 
for whom his sister is a cook and house- 
keeper. For reasons that become clear as 
the novel progresses, Harlan stays loyal 
to Malcolm and tries to help him. 

Well-crafted historical novels like 


this one can show readers how the 
struggles of the past differ from or 
mirror those of contemporary humans. 
How do perpetrators’ histories of abuse 
and warfare complicate how we view 
guilt and innocence? How have sexual 
and religious shaming shaped how we 
understand victimhood? In one of the 
most chilling scenes in A Slant of Light, 
Bethany’s father tells his neighbor 
August that, because his daughter was 
evil and a whore, he wants to help exon- 
erate her killer, “another man snared by 
her foulness.” 

Regardless of one's feelings about the 
death penalty, it's painful to read the fa- 
ther’s cruel judgments on his daughter, 
even more so after the narrative makes 
clear that his assessment of Bethany is 
utterly inaccurate. Nor is it an opinion 
of her with which Malcolm agrees, after 
he learns in prison what happened to 
Bethany while he was away fighting in 
the Civil War. And when August reflects 
on his own childhood sexual experimen- 
tation (an inner monologue, not shared 
— these are 19th-century Yankees, after 
all), he wonders, “Except that she was 
alone, how different was Bethany from 
himself as a child?" 

Lent masterfully creates a convinc- 
ing, unromanticized portrait of post- 
Civil War life in a rural northeastern 
community. He gives a long look at 
the sunup-to-sundown labor of farm- 
ers — harvesting grain, putting up hay, 
cleaning, milking cows — intermixed 
with passages of cautiously measured 
conversations. The characters’ respites 
are generally simple meals, which Lent 
gives such attention in the novel that the 
biscuits, bread and ham half seem like 
characters themselves. 

At times the story has contemporary 
resonance, such as when characters dis- 
cuss the moral implications of war and 
capital punishment, and when a farmer 
in upstate New York sends his fresh 
butter to the city for a pretty price. But 
Lent does show us what has changed 
drastically: the chestnut trees that 
readers know no longer stand, a pace 
of life that is sometimes unbearably 
dull. “August remained silent as Harlan 
pulled another rocker up and sat, drink- 
ing a bit from his cup and then leaning 
to set it upon the boards and after a 
moment of lifting first one foot then the 

After the first chapter of A Slant 
of Light, any sense of urgency all but 
dissolves into the pastoral landscapes, 
excessive descriptions of food and 


He would be buried next to his grandfather in the small plot fenced with peeled rails in the 
higher ground under a pair of elms in the larger pasture where both lakes could be seen. 
Where his body would rot and his pine coffin would likewise and he'd turn back to soil and 
commingle and join the soil his grandfather had made and the two of them would become 
slow host to roots and then seeds to send forth new life: grasses, flowers, perhaps sprout an 

Yet there remained discontent. Bethany was not in that ground. Stone had told him she'd 
been buried in Jerusalem. Where, Stone had not said but was clear it was a hidden place, a place 
of shame. Perhaps such a place was in need of her but he wished her close, close upon him for 
eternity. As would be with his grandfather. And he thought, I am making too much of this: it 
matters not where we return to the earth. We return, that is the only truth. 


— 


characters who tend to behave quite rea- 
sonably. Save Harlan’s dignity — which 
he maintains with his willingness to 
reveal his own victimhood at the hand of 
the man Malcolm killed — no one’s heart 
or fate seems to hinge on the outcome 
of Malcolm’s trial. His destiny is less in- 
teresting than his past; Malcolm seems 
to have genuinely loved and understood 
Bethany, and laments the ways in which 
he is yet another man who has failed her. 

Contrite and making his peace with 
the possibility of being hanged, Malcolm 
is ultimately sympathetic, and it's 


LENT MASTERFULLY 
CREATES A CONVINCING, 
UNROMANTICIZED PORTRAIT 



impressive how Lent sketches such a 
complex character. 

This author does not offer us the 
range or variety of pacing typical of con- 
temporary novels. A Slant of Light moves 
at the speed of a mule — steady, but re- 
fusing to move when it feels like staying 
put for a while. Some readers might not 
have the patience this book requires, but 
slowing down is an unavoidable part of 
the experience — and, one assumes, is 
intentional. 

As magnificent as Lent’s prose is, 
though, it doesn’t fully compensate for 


the novel's lack of action. Reading A 
Slant of Light is a bit like taking the time 
to knead a loaf of bread by hand — either 
a meditative ritual, or tedious in the era 
of stand mixers with dough hooks. To 
extend the metaphor, Lent turns out a 
dense, nutty loaf with a thick crust, one 
that rewards readers who want long, 
pensive chews. ® 
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Anatolian Enchantment 

Taste Test: Istanbul Kebab House, Burlington by hannah palmer egan 



A bout three years ago, Vural, 
Hasan and Jackie Oktay 
opened Istanbul Kebab 
House at the base of an 
apartment complex in Essex Junction. 
In a subsequent review published 
in this newspaper, food writer Alice 
Levitt praised Vural Oktay’s nuanced 
knowledge of his native Turkish 
cuisine and devotion to excellent 
service. However, she also observed 
that the menu lacked focus, the 
dishes — though made from scratch 
with fresh, often local ingredients 
— seemed pricey and the waitstaff 
were inexperienced. 

Despite these initial hiccups, the 
Essex location garnered a loyal follow- 
ing. In late 2013, the Oktays purchased 
the Tuckerbox cafe in White River 
Junction and began serving Turkish 
dinners there in early 2014. 

In January 2015, the family traded 
their Essex restaurant for a new space 
on lower Church Street in downtown 
Burlington — and what a difference 
three years makes. 

s During my two recent visits to the 
£ new location, Hasan Oktay flawlessly 
in led the dining room with charm and 
§ grace. He delivered drinks with an 
“ easy smile, bussed tables and pulled 
m out chairs for female guests. Friendly, 
knowledgeable waitstaff led first-tim- 
ers through the menu and were ready 
£ with thoughtful recommendations for 
5 indecisive diners, 
in They also showed impeccable 
iq knowledge and nuance about wine, 
o This might come as a surprise to many 
guests, as Turkey is generally over- 
looked as a formidable wine region. But 
5 Kebab House carries a dozen charis- 
z matic Turkish bottles and offers most 
g of them by the glass ($8-11). In fact, 
1/1 Turkey is home to a rich wine tradition: 
Ancient Anatolians practically bathed 
in the lush liquid more than 5,000 years 
before Jesus walked the earth, and wine 



culture continued to flourish long after 
a Muslim majority came to power. 

In the last century, state-instituted 
religious zealotry — and periodic 


prohibitions on alcohol — took a toll 
on the industry. But even as people 
moved away from viticulture, the 
vineyards remained, and in recent 
years a general loosening of rules rein- 
vigorated the wine business. Turkish 
winemakers began working with 
hundreds of native varietals — most 
of them unfamiliar to westerners and 
woefully unpronounceable. Though 
the government again imposed strin- 
gent rules on the industry in 2013 and 
2014, a strong base of dedicated wine- 
makers perseveres. 

Rooted in limestone-rich and vol- 
canic Turkish soils, the wines show 
character and restraint. And at recent 


meals at Kebab House, they proved to 
be exceptionally food-friendly. I rec- 
ommend trying one with every course. 

A crisp Kavakhdere Lai rose, grown 
atop the arid Denizli plateau, just 
inland from the Aegean Sea in south- 
western Turkey, began with a subtle, 
floral nose. An initial sip flooded my 
palate with new peaches and apricots, 
while the finish suggested wet stones 
and hints of mushroom and moss. 
As the wine warmed, riper strands 
of musky apple and green melon 
emerged. 
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Meating 

Demand 

FARMHOUSE GROUP EXPANOS 
BEYOND COMMISSARY 
‘1 wouldn’t say we're clos- 
ing,” says Farmhouse Group 
owner jed davis of Winooski’s 
Guild Commissary. Call it 
what you will, but the facility 
that began supplying the 
group's restaurants in 2013 
is slowly leaving that role 
behind. 


months, that bacon disap- 
peared from store shelves 
because the commissary 
could only produce enough 
to supply its own restaurants. 

NOW VERMONT PACKINGHOUSE 

in Springfield, which cures 
bacon on a larger scale, 
will take on the task. “We 
will have the retail product 
back very, very soon,” Davis 
says. The Springfield plant 
will also use Guild’s recipes 
to produce deli meats and 



One reason for the com- 
missary's decline is the long- 
awaited opening of lap latte 
river angus farm’s processing 
facility: About 90 percent 
of Farmhouse Group’s beef 
comes from LaPlatte. Now 
the Kleptz family's cattle can 
go from pasture to slaughter 
to aging without leaving their 
Shelburne farm. 

“They’ll process all of 
the LaPlatte beef that we 
buy for us. It’s fantastic for 
them, too. It’s something 
they’ve been working on for a 
while — they’ve been literally 
building it themselves," Davis 
says of the Kleptzes’ facility. 
Customers are already seeing 
the rewards of lower over- 
head: Farmhouse has lowered 
its burger price by $1. 

Fans of Guild bacon are 
also in for a treat. In recent 


sausages from whole 
animals that come to the 
slaughterhouse. 

As for baked goods, 

BRISTOL BAKERY & CAFE nOW 

produces Farmhouse's 
trademark burger buns. 
Balter Kevin harper may even 
make enough to allow the 
group to get them on grocery 
shelves, says Davis. 

What of the jobs that 
the commissary once 
supported? Butcher frank 
pace is gearing up for the 
catering season, while Guild 
Fine Meats chef tom deckman 
has moved over to purchas- 
ing. Former baker Samantha 
Noakes left Vermont late 
last year for her native 
New Hampshire. The other 
employees at the commis- 
sar)' were all offered jobs at 
the restaurants, says Davis. 



Fishing Around 

ASIANA NOODLE SHOP OWNER TO OPEN SUSHI STOP 
Rumors of asiana noodle shop’s demise have been greatly 
exaggerated. Panic started among pan-Asian food lovers 
when an April 10 Burlington Free Press article stated 
that owner sandy kong would close her Church Street 
restaurant to open a cuisine, a new restaurant in the 
Burlington Town Center. 

“I’m not closing!” Kong tells Seven Days, adding that 
her landlord and regulars were blindsided by the article. 
Instead, her new restaurant will complement the 6-year- 
old Noodle Shop. 

With that out of the way, Kong describes what diners 
can expect of A Cuisine. The restaurant will introduce 
conveyor-belt sushi to Vermont. “It’s pretty popular in 
Japan already, but in the U.S., it’s a new idea,” Kong says. 
She presented several possible ideas to mall owner don 
sinex, who chose the conveyor-belt concept. 

Most of the sushi rolls and nigiri will differ from those 
available at the Noodle Shop in being “more bite size,” 
says Kong. Not exclusively a sushi outlet, A Cuisine will 
serve other dishes such as salads, noodles and dim sum. 
Plates will start at about $3; two or more will make a 
meal, Kong estimates, with most full meals ringing up as 
low as $10. 

“My point is that it’s small price, easy, convenient and 
no waiting,” she says. “A lot of lunch people can rush 
in and rush out." Though the mall is pushing for a July 
1 debut, Kong says A Cuisine will more likely open in 
mid-July or early August. The conveyor belt is still being 
constructed in the factory. 

When that belt starts rolling, a local dessert option 
will be nearby, soyo frozen yogurt will open in the mall 
by July 1, says company co-owner hans manske. The 
locavore fro-yo spot's second location (after Pine Street) 
will have six flavors running at all times and the same 
fresh toppings South End customers have grown to love. 

— A.L. 


Something for 
the Ladies 

BETTY'S BEER FEST SPOTLIGHTS 
WOMEN IN BREWING 
Hey, girls, there’s a new 
beer fest coming to town. 
Scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, May 8 and 9, 
at Waitsfield’s big picture 

THEATER & CAFE, BETTY'S BEER 


fest seeks to bring women 
into the conversation in a 
big way. 

Moretown-based Megan 

SCHULTZ of MEG'S EVENTS says 

she organized the new 
event in hopes of initiating a 
meaningful discussion with 
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Anatolian Enchantment 


Distinctly Mediterranean, the rose 
transported me from a cold April night 
in Vermont to a cobblestone alley in 
that mysterious land where Europe 
meets the Middle East. 

Hasan Oktay woke me from my 
reverie with snacks. We’d ordered the 
meze platter, which consisted of dolma 
and a selection of cool dips and sauces 
including hummus, haydari, baba ga- 
noush and Turkish salsa. “Careful,” he 
cautioned as I reached for a piping-hot 
pillow of lavash. “Maybe poke it with 
a knife first.” Fresh from the oven and 
filled with hot air, the unleavened bread 
was an evanescent joy. It’s best to eat it 
quickly: Soft and pliable when fresh, it 
becomes dry and brittle as it cools. 

Within moments, my guest and I 
had broken the bread and slathered it 
with dollops of supremely smoky baba 
ganoush. Creamy with tahini and just 
a touch of salt, the spread was gone 
in minutes, as was the spicy, hand- 
chopped Turkish salsa, tangy with 
pepper, lemon and pomegranate juice. 
In answer to the warming zest of the 
salsa, a cool, tightly wrapped dolma 
stuffed with pine nuts, currants and rice 
was tinged with cinnamon and other 
sweet spices. 

If rose and cold appetizers seemed 
premature given the lingering winter 
weather, Kebab House offers an array 
of warm starters. On a blustery evening 
last week, a duo of bulgur croquettes 
— one stuffed with chicken, the other 
with beef, both blended with walnut, 
g red pepper, garlic and onion — were 

5 



fried to a brittle, bready crisp outside 
and filled with crumbly, spice-laden 
meat. We dunked these in the accom- 
panying tomato-and-olive-oil dipping 
sauce for a moment of bliss. 

Falafel may seem familiar and bland 
to American diners, but the Oktays’ 
petite chickpea fritters were little 
flavor bombs. Seasoned with cumin, 
coriander and mango powder, they 
were smooth and refined. 

Zucchini pancakes were equally be- 
guiling. The palm-size patties — made 
with shredded zucchini, carrot, garlic, 
dill and Turkish white cheese — were 
airily crisp without but soft and creamy 
within. Their peppery twinge built up 
bite by bite. Served with a weightless, 
yogurt-based cacik sauce similar to 
tzatziki, the pancakes were a refresh- 
ingly simple, straightforward delight. 

Across the menu, the kitchen pres- 
ents bold, forward flavors but relies on 
quality execution and classic Turkish 
spices to carry the food. Nothing suf- 
fers from extraneous cheffy flair; noth- 
ing is overdone. 

Nowhere is this truer than with the 
kebabs — which present marinated 
meats, skewered and grilled, served 
with a couple of basic, humble sides. 
The menu offers more than 10 kinds, 
and they’re somewhat pricey ($15 to 
$30 per dish), but a $30 mixed-grill 
option provides five kebabs in tasting 
portions. For newbies or those seeking 
variety, the mix of chicken and lamb 
makes an ample entree for two. 

We paired our kebabs with the 
house red wine — Kavakhdere Yakut, a 
peppery vintage made with Okiizgozu 
and Bogazkere grapes. Deep crimson 
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in color, the round-bodied, spicy 
wine played well with a rich, juicy 
lamb patty (kofte) seasoned with an 
aromatic bouquet of garlic and herbs 
and tinged with smoke from the grill. 
The wine's juicy, red-fruit acid was 
equally agreeable with the chicken 
shish kebab, which was fork-tender 
and so briny that every bite released a 
rush of mouth-filling flavor. 

Sipped alongside the lamb shish 

— which had just a hint of barnyard 
gaminess — the wine was a quiet, un- 
obtrusive complement. Chicken adana 

— wrought of hand-ground chicken 
breast, fire-roasted red peppers and 
parsley — was formed into pieces and 
skewered. It sung with heady spice 
that crept up after several bites. For 
this the delicate, approachable Yakut 
provided amiable company. 

Sides of pale-yellow, subtly sea- 
soned rice pilaf and pickled red cab- 
bage added color to the plate and a 
refreshing bit of acid to cut through 
all that meat. 

During a second visit — at our 
server’s suggestion — my guest and I 
paired a beef tenderloin kebab with a 
glass of Okuzgozu from Cappadocia’s 
Kocabag Winery. The sun-soaked, 
velvety red was rounder and more 
robust than the Yakut, with ripe, dark 
black cherry, currant and mulberry 
fruit. The bold yet dangerously drink- 
able wine was the perfect answer to 
the hearty timbre of the beef, which 
was charred a pleasant medium-rare. 

Smaller sections of the menu offer 
Turkish “comfort foods,” our server 
explained — homey baked dishes that 
afford a more serious plunge into 
the region's cultural flavor. A halved 
eggplant came stuffed with seasoned 
ground beef, bell pepper and herbs 


capped with a generous spoonful of 
pungent tomato sauce. A fragrant 
shrimp giiveg casserole — scattered 
with cheese and still bubbling in its 
shallow clay dish — was loaded with 
succulent, sweet shrimp and studded 
with vegetables. The latter were firm 
but cooked through and were swim- 
ming in a tomato-based sauce mel- 
lowed with a splash of cream. 

I don’t often go for fish unless 
it’s raw or cooked whole, but Kebab 
House’s savory stew was a special 
treat. I was grateful to my guest for 
ordering it — and for agreeing to a 
cool, complex white wine with notes 
of honeydew and pear, which bal- 
anced the dish’s richness. 

Saving room for dessert was a chal- 
lenge. But a toasty shredded-wheat 
kiinefe — a baked dessert layered with 
stringy white cheese and soaked in 
light maple syrup — richly rewarded 
our fortitude. So did a bowl of rice 
pudding, with its baked top layer and 
milky vanilla understory. An almond 
milk pudding was similar to the rice, 
but custardy and smooth and scat- 
tered with crushed pistachios. 

Normally I don’t drink coffee in the 
evening because I won’t sleep, but one 
night, I lingered over sips of sweet, 
smoky, barely bitter Turkish java served 
in a dainty cup, and bites of pale-pink, 
rose-flavored Turkish delight. When at 
last I wandered off to bed, it was with 
heavy eyelids and spice-scented dreams 
of warmer weather. © 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 
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The Other KFC 


Bouffez Montreal: Korean fried chicken gains a foothold across the border 

BY ALICE LEVITT 


O ver the past decade, Vermont’s 
food landscape has seen a gusta- 
tory revolution. Menus tout local 
ingredients aplenty, and global 
cuisine is on the rise: Within a few weeks 
Burlington will be host to not one but 
three Himalayan restaurants, for example. 
Even so, there are times when diners crave 
something we can't find locally. And that’s 
when we look northward for even more 
dining options. 

As southern Quebec’s highway A-3S 
nears completion, Vermont’s closest big 
city is easier to access than ever. In our 
new occasional series, Bouffez Montreal, 
we’ll share our favorite finds — a particular 
cuisine type, neighborhood or even hard- 
to-find dish — to help our readers get ac- 
climated in that city. 

This first installment is dedicated 
to Korean fried chicken, or yangnyeom 
tongdak. When massive Korean-owned 
chains KyoChon and Bonchon arrived in 
New York City late last decade, Americans 
began to develop an appetite for the extra- 
crispy, twice-fried birds. Montreal was slow 
to catch on, partly because the chains never 
opened locations there. 

The city welcomed its first KFC (the 
tongue-in-cheek abbreviation for Korean 
fried chicken) joint about a year ago, fol- 
lowed in the space of seven months by two 
more. Each is independently owned. 

On a recent Saturday, we hit them all to 
compare their juicy, spicy merits. 

DaWa Poulet Frit 
& Grille Coreen 

6135 rue Sherbrooke OuesL 514-508-3665, 

In late March 2014, DaWa Poulet Frit 
& Grille Coreen opened on busy rue 
Sherbrooke in the Notre-Dame-de-Grace 
neighborhood. There’s a Korean- Japanese 
market next door and giant Persian 
supermarket Akhavan is across the street. 
The diverse area has a feeling similar to 
that of Astoria, Queens — an ideal setting 
for Montreal’s first devoted KFC spot 
Other restaurants, such as Shabu Shabu 
BBQ Corea, an all-you-can eat barbecue 
joint on the outskirts of the NDG 'hood, 
have long served fried chicken as an inci- 
dental part of the menu. At DaWa, it’s the 
main attraction. Recently, fried noodles, 
teriyaki and pork cutlet have joined the 
roster of fried-chicken varieties. 

While the western style is to butcher 
chickens into anatomically specific parts, 


Asian practice focuses on reducing the 
animal to bite-size pieces. In the case of 
DaWa, a whole chicken is broken down 
into 18 mostly cube-shaped segments. 
Wings and legs are left somewhat whole, 
but smaller, bone-in chunks may encom- 
pass only a rib or two. 

We ordered a 10-piece half-and-half 
chicken platter for $16.99. Five pieces of 
chicken were taken out of the fryer and 
dressed with nothing but a shower of pars- 
ley. The other five were tossed in what the 
DaWa menu calls Tao Coreen, a sweet-and- 
spicy take on General Tso's chicken. 

When our server took our order from 
behind the cheerful orange counter, 
backed by a fast-food-style picture menu, 
she asked in awkward English if we’d like 
the sauced pieces “mild or hot.” 

Often, the only significant burn 
sauced KFC offers is the juice that 
bursts forth from the flesh onto the 


roof of your mouth. But the spicy Tao 
we chose was serious. Chiles created a 
flame so intense it was difficult to taste 
anything but heat and a hint of lightly 
caramelized sugar. 

As is typical of KFC, the chicken was 
coated thinly with sauce that merged with 
the crisp coating. But it took a taste of the 
unsauced meat to really get a read on its 
quality. The commonly stated reasons for 
frying the chicken twice, at only about 350 
degrees, is to attain the thin, crisp jacket 
and an exceptionally juicy interior. The 
chicken at DaWa excelled in the former 
but not the latter. 

The blandest of the chickens we tried, 
DaWa's was also the driest. Perhaps this 
leads to more beer sales. Suds are so in- 
tegral to the ritual of eating fried chicken 
that many Koreans refer to a meal of it 
as “chi-mek." “Chi” is short for chicken, 
while “mek” is an abbreviation of “mekju," 


the Korean word for beer. Here, though, 
beer options were limited to one tap and a 
few bottles and cans. 

Still, this was no excuse for the dis- 
appointing sides included in our meal: 
out-of-the-freezer fries and vinegary, 
Montreal-style coleslaw. This tiny store- 
front is clearly KFC in its most basic form. 

Restaurant Coreen 
Mon Ami 

A few minutes away, also in the NDG, 
7-month-old Restaurant Coreen Mon Ami 
is anything but basic. Korean teenagers 
sat in front of a flat-screen TV that played 
K-pop music videos. Only a few of them 
ate chicken. The menu also includes 
several soups, stews and noodle dishes. 
There’s even jokbal, skinny slices of sweet, 
soy-braised pork trotter. 

Yet fried chicken is still the centerpiece 
of the menu. With Mon Ami's more formal 
feel, though, comes less flexibility. Unlike 
most KFC eateries, there’s no half-and- 
half option. Most orders consist of a whole 
chicken prepared one way. 

Not that the place lacks variety. Rather 
than beer, we ordered a can of sikhye, an 
excessively sugary “rice punch.” It’s basi- 
cally the sugar water you use to attract 
ants, plus floating chunks of rice with 
a cardboard texture. Drinking it hurt a 
little. 

Our palates were saved by a compli- 
mentary bowl of pickled daikon and a 
small platter of shaved cabbage covered in 
a salmon-pink blend of ketchup and may- 
onnaise. Our appetizers arrived quickly. 

Skewered rice cakes were crisp from 
frying and covered in a sweet-and-spicy 
sauce dominated by gochujang. A few 
black sesame seeds made it a visually 
appealing plate and, at just $1.25, it was 
difficult not to order more. But then 
deep-fried mandu arrived on a heart- 
shaped plate. The exact contents of the 
finely chopped dumpling fillings were 
mysterious, but cabbage and garlic were 
chief among the flavors. 

The $17.99 chicken was served in 
a basket lined with the classic chip- 
shop “newspaper," but in French. The 
bird’s batter was slightly thicker, with 
more American-style carbuncles than 
usual. This made for an even crunchier 
coating, balanced by an orange-colored 
chile brine. 
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NOTCHES OF EXTRA PIZZAZZ. 

A hallmark of KFC is that little is done 
to it before frying; it’s usually not even 
seasoned until afterward. Brining the 
bird was a new twist, and the spicy juice 
gave the chicken several notches of extra 
pizzazz. A few fried rice cakes tossed 
into the basket for good measure made 
this the most idiosyncratic chicken we 
tried — and the one most worth a repeat 
performance. 


The Basak 



The newest KFC purveyor, the Basak, 
opened at the end of October between 
heavily trafficked rue Ste-Catherine and 
the Bell Centre. Despite its prime location, 
it was quiet on a Saturday night. Other 
guests who straggled in at about 9 p.m. 
seemed more focused on pitchers of cheap 
beer than on chicken. 


On televisions in each corner of the 
restaurant, young female rappers from the 
South Korean show “Unpretty Rapstar” 
and other K-pop royalty provided en- 
tertainment The all-plastic and angular 
wood touches lent the room have a futur- 
istic '60s vibe. Tables are equipped with 
bells to call the waitress, who, in addition 
to beer, might also bring soju or Korean 
plum liquor maehwasu. 

We decided to try one of Basak’s home- 
made soft drinks. Kiwi soda turned out to 
be bubbly water lightly flavored with kiwi 
the natural way: Slices of the fruit bobbed 
along with the carbonation. It was an ef- 
fervescent delight 

The menu offers little besides fried 
chicken, though the bird is also available 
braised or served in a salad. The half-and- 
half is available with or without bones for 
the same price of $22.99. 

As at Mon Ami, the chicken was served 
with cubes of pickled daikon. We couldn’t 
resist ordering a side dish simply referred 
to as "corn cheese,” which was just that. A 
mini cast-iron pan was filled with kernels 
of corn and topped with mozzarella cheese 
that was browned in the oven. It was as 
much a taste of the Midwest as the Far East, 
but, classy or not, it disappeared quickly. 

The Korean word “basak” refers to the 
sound of crunching into food, but, oddly, the 
restaurant’s bird was the least crisp of the lot. 
The batter was on the thicker side, and, at 
times, the garlic-flavored dredge that dressed 
the plain chicken was slighdy doughy. 

The pieces rolled in sauce and sesame 
seeds fared better. Only a hint of sweet- 
ness marred the subtle spice and vinegar 
of the sticky coating. The chicken was far 
from perfection, but I had no complaints 
in the moment it sizzled across my tongue. 

And those meals were just the be- 
ginning of Montreal’s KFC adventures. 
Especially with the States’ now-powerful 
dollar, Vermonters can keep up to date on 
the crispy fun. © 

Contact: alice@sevendaysvt.com 




SUNDAY BRUNCH 







food+drink 



Starts: Wed. May 6th / 9-10 a.m. / Cost: $65 per month 
Location: North End Studios 294 North Winooski Ave 


Call: 802-490-6405 / email: patrick@ilongrivertaichi.org 




jU a m 

lV.ai Cafe. 


Minute 


26 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 802.388.7166 | fireandicerestaurantco 


II side dishes 

I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 45 


and about women in the 
beer industry. Schultz’s 
other beer-driven brew- 
fests — siptemberfest and 
hop jam — draw droves 
of thirsty drinkers. 

Betty’s Beer Fest will 
be smaller — tickets are 
capped at about 100 
for Friday and 300 for 
Saturday — and more 
dialogue-focused. “I 
didn’t want this to be 
a simple beer fest; I 
wanted a little more 


choosing panelists from 
a mix of female brew- 
ers, administrators and 
other industry folk. The 
film and panel will be 
followed by an industry 
mixer where attendees 
continue the conversa- 
tion over — you guessed 

Saturday will follow 
a more traditional 
beer-fest format, with 
attendees sampling 
brews from a dozen or 


Brothers brewery, both 
from Portland, Maine. 

Despite assumptions 
to the contrary, Schultz 
says finding breweries 
with women in leader- 
ship positions was easy. 
“Here in Vermont and 
regionally, we have such 
an incredible group of 
women in beer," she 
says. “I just kind of 
wanted to say, ‘Hey, 
ladies, let’s look at these 
incredibly awesome 



depth to it — I wanted 
to have the conversa- 
tion,” Schultz says. Beer 
is — or should be — a 
gender-neutral topic, 
she adds, and atten- 
dance is by no means 
limited to women. “This 
is not about ‘girls rule, 
boys drool.’” 

Friday’s events will 
include a screening of 
The Love of Beer, a 2012 
film about women of 
the Pacific Northwest’s 
beer industry, directed 
by Portland, Ore. -based 
Alison Grayson. Eating 
Well senior food editor 

CAROLYN TESINI, who 

cofounded Maine Beer 
Mavens while living in 
that state, will moder- 
ate a panel discussion. 
Schultz says she's still 


more regional brew- 
ers. All weekend, Big 
Picture will be home to 
a brewfest tap takeover 
featuring participating 
breweries. 

Schultz is still 
finalizing the list, 
but confirmed 
Vermont breweries 
include Waterbury’s 
the alchemist and 
Northfield’s paine 

MOUNTAIN BREWING. (BRUCIE 

donahue, who brews at 
the latter, is the presi- 
dent of the Vermont 
chapter of the pink boots 
society, which aims 
to empower women 
to enter the industry 
through education and 
collaboration.) Also 
coming are Rising Tide 
Brewing and Bissell 


women who are already 
out there and doing it.’ 
It’s about introducing 

tunity that they don't 
think they have.” 

No one is intention- 
ally or institutionally 
excluding women from 
the business, Schultz 
adds. “It's not like men 
are afraid of women 
[entering the business], 
but brewing has his- 
torically been the man's 
dominion. It’s just the 


CONNECT 
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CREDIT UNION presents 


SEVEN DAYS 


Vermont 


RESTAURAN 


APRIL 24 -MAY 3 

TO BENEFIT 

Vermont Foodbank 


$1 provides 3 meals to 
Vermonters in need. 


special 

events 

D essert comes first at this 
Restaurant Week-eve 
kick-off battle in which past 


For menus and more: vermontrestanrantweek.com 

PARENTS' 
NIGHT OUT 


FEEDING FRENZY 


5S CEASHOFTHE 
COCKTAILS 


THE DISH: 


5 

8 


8 

K 



VERMONT 


SPIRITS 


Vermont 

creamery 


Citv^f 

Market 






calendar 





LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 





CALENDAR EVENTS IN SEVEN DAYS : 



Behind Closed Doors 

On April 3, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. checked into Room 306 of the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Tenn. The following day, he stepped onto the balcony and was 
assassinated. Playwright Katori Hall reimagines the eve of King’s death in The 
Mountaintop. Titled after King’s final speech, “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” the 
Olivier Award-winning drama takes place entirely in Room 306. There, a hotel 
maid lends an ear to the civil-rights leader, who reveals flaws and insecurities at 
odds with his public persona. The Vermont Stage Company opens a three-week 
run of the play, with Jolie Garrett starring opposite Myxolydia Tyler. 

THE MOUNTAINTOP’ 

dates. $28.80-32. Info, 863-5966. vtstage.org 


APR.21 &22 1 MUSIC 



THE UKULELE ORCHESTRA OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Tuesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m„ at Flynn MainStage in 
Burlington. $15-40. Info. 863-5966. flynntlx.org. 







APR.20 1 MUSIC 


L ooks can be deceiving. Just ask Wilner 
"Wil B” Baptiste and Kevin "Kev Marcus" 
Sylvester, the classically trained violin 
and viola players whose hip-hop style seems 
incongruous with their instruments — until 
they start playing. Performing-as Black 

Violin, the two remain • 
true to their orchestral 
roots while pursuing 
a shared passion for 
popular music. For 
the past decade, Baptiste and 
Sylvester have carved out a 
genre-bending niche, pulling 
their sound from classical, 
and R&B. With 
average of 200 shows a 

at the - 

Theater and President 
Ball, the 


BLACK VIOLIN 

C^^&Tfieate^'castleton'st 


Going Big 


APR.I9 1 COMEDY 


Typically, the word ukulele conjures up images of grass skirts and Hawaiian beaches. 
The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain is nothing of the sort. Clad in formal concert 
attire, the eclectic ensemble pushes the teeny four-string guitar beyond its Polynesian 
past. According to the New York Times, the instrument is “endowed with an oversize 
dose of unexpected hipness” when the group appears onstage. Melding humor with 
vocal harmonies and technical ability, the polished performers embark on a musical 
journey that travels from Tchaikovsky to Nirvana to Lady Gaga. 



Natural Talent 

Kathleen Madigan entered the world of standup comedy on a whim. A former 
bartender, she worked next to a comedy club, where a spur-of-the-moment 
decision to participate in an open mic spawned a 25-year career. Now an award- 
winning comedian, the Missouri native has a lengthy and impressive resume — 
from countless late-night television appearances to specials on HBO, Showtime 
and Comedy Central. Despite her success, Madigan remains an “old-school 
touring performer with an unpretentious take on her craft,” says the Denver 
Post. This straightforward approach comes to life in the laugh-a-minute show 
“Madigan Again.” 



8 


6 

js 




calendar 


games 

TABLETOP GAME NIGHT: Players ages 14 and up sit 

Colchester. 5:30-7:45 p.m. Free. Info, 264-5660. 


Wellspring Mental Health and Wellness Center, 
Hardwick, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info, 472-6694. 
POSTNATAL CORE: Babies are welcome at a class 

Studio. Burlington, 12:15-1:15 p.m. $15. Info, 
PRENATAL B ARRE: Moms-to-be prepare their bod- 
Burlington, 5:30-6:30 p.m. $15. Info. 829-0211. 

TANGOFLOWI: Creator Cathy Salmons leads 
End Studio A. Burlington, 7 p.m. $15. Info, 345-6687. 

ALL IN THE FAMILY' FILM SERIES: Themed movies 

Free. Info, 426-3581. 

CHILDLIGHT YOGA FOR KIDS: Little ones ages 
p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

MEET ROCKIN' RON THE FRIENDLY PIRATE: Aargh. 

Noodles. Wllllston. 10-10:45 a.m. Free. Info. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Two- to 

tunes. Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 11-11:30 
a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 

MUSIC MAKERS: Song-based activities help 

awareness. Richmond Free Library, 10-10:30 a.m. 
Free. Info. 434-3036. 

ONE-ON-ONE TUTORING: Students in grades 1 

p.m. Free; preregister. Info. 264-5660. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: Tykes cuddle up In PJs 
Memorial Library, Colchester, 6:30-7 p.m. Free. Info, 
STORY TIME ft PLAYGROUP: Engaging narratives 
Jaquith Public Library. Marshfield. 10-11:30 a.m. 


ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASS: 


GERMAN-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: 

Burlington, 6:30-8:30 p-m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 

INTERMEDIATE/ ADVANCED ENGLISH AS A SECOND 


'TRAVESTIES': Vladimir Lenin, James Joyce and 

Arts. Montreal. Through 8 p.m. $24.50-59. Info, 


music 

Adult Center, Rutland. 7:15-9:15 p.m. Free: dona- 
tions accepted. Info. 775-1182. 

seminars 

BASIC EVERYDAY BICYCLING WORKSHOP: Pedal 

MAPPING FOUND SOUNDS: Repurposed mi- 

SPRING INTO CLEAN: Lauren Andrews helps par- 

p.m. $20-22: prereglster. Info, 224-7100. 

sports 

PREMIER FLOOR HOCKEY LEAGUE: Experienced 
Sports & Fitness. Essex 7-10 pjn. $80: 

WOMEN'S PICKUP BASKETBALL: 

Middle School, Burlington. 7:30- - 


CURRENT EVENTS 
CONVERSATION: An Informal open 


PIZZA & POETRY: Poets give a salon-style reading 
Free. Inro, 223-3338. 

SHORT FICTION WRITING WORKSHOP: Readers 
Writers Workshop members. 22 Church St.. 


UNFILTERED: WINE & POETRY: Locally made vino 
Shelburne Vineyard, 6 p.m. Free. Info, 985-8222. 


fairs & festivals 


THU. 16 



WILDCRAFT YOUR ARTWORK: PARTICIPATING 
WITH THE LIVING LANDSCAPE: Art lovers get back 


MONTPELIER ALIVE NETWORKING EVENT: 


524-2444. 


WILLEM LANGE: 71 


MIWA MATREYEK: Digital animation meets real- 

Flynn MainStage. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $25. Inro. 
'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD': Jason Robert Brown's 

White River Junction, 7:30 p.m. $20-55. Info, 
296-7000. 


BOOK NIGHT OUT: Local authors sign their work at 

652-7080. 

LUNCHTIME POETRY READING: Wordsmiths 

noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. 748-8291. 


DARE TO BE SQUARE' SQUARE DANCE SERIES: Will 


UPPER VALLEY EDUCATORS INSTITUTE 
INFORMATION SESSION: Faculty meet with educa- 


BACON THURSDAY: Piano jazz from Andric 

7-10 p.m. Cost of food: cash bar. Info, 229-2090. 


THURSDAY NIGHT INSPIRATIONS: Renowned 

Omega Institute In 2013. Yarn and Yoga. Bristol, 
6-8:15 p.m. Free. Info. 453-7799. 


VERMONT CREATIVE NETWORK: From 

conferences 

GENDER AND PRECARITY: THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ECONOMIC & CLIMATE INSTABILITY: Panel discus- 

UVM. Burlington, 1-5 p.m. Free. Info. 656-4282. 


Essex Culinary Resort & Spa, 6:30-9 p.m. $75. In 
264-8199. 


health & fitness 


KIDSAFE COLLABORATIVE 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
1 AWARDS LUNCHEON: Area 


BEGINNER TAI CHI FOR HEALTH & BALANCE: A 

series; preregister. Info. 978-424-7968. 

COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS: Folks relieve stress 

Winooski Senior Center. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
FITNESS BOOT CAMP: Participants improve 

10:30-11:30 a.m. $10. Info. 343-7160. 

FORZA: THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: 

North End Studio A. Burlington, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $10. 


WINTER INTO SPRING LUNAR SOUND BATH 
MEDITATION SERIES: Immersion in the vibrations 

Collective, Burlington. 7-8:30 p.m. $10-15 sug- 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS: 

4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 87B-4918. 

MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Little 

10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 388-4095. 

MUSIC WITH DEREK: Kiddos up to age 8 shake out 

PLAINFIELD PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Children 

Cutler Memorial Library. Plainfield, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info. 454-8504. 

POETRY READING WITH CHILDREN: Librarian 

6 p.m. Free. Info. 223-3338. 

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Captivating narratives 

10:30-11 a.m. Free; preregister. Info, 264-5660. 
READ TO A DOG: Lit lovers ages 5 through 10 

SPANISH MUSICAL KIDS: Amigos ages 1 to 5 learn 
Burlington. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT : 


SPRING DISCOVERY: Little ones ages 3 through 5 

Mountain Audubon Center, Huntington, 9-10:30 

VERMONT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 'AH! 
CAPPELLA' VOCAL QUARTET: C.P. SMITH 
ELEMENTARY: Vocalists wow elementary students 

YOGA WITH DANIELLE: Toddlers and preschool- 
Buttered Noodles, V 


MANDARIN CHINESE CLASS: Linguistics lovers 
Church, South Burlington, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 


Hall. Johnson State College, 3-8 p.m. Free. Info. 


ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT SEMINAR: The 

Moon Cafe, Burlington. 5:30-7 p,m. $5-10. Info. 
863-3489. 

LEARNING TO BE A PURPOSE-FULL WORKER: Nia 

Austin Edwards of PURPOSE Productions helps art- 

LUNCH & LEARN: Gail Rosenberg and Elise Guyette 
Edible Past: Food Traditions and Cultural History of 

M.A.G.I.C.: MASCULINITY AND GENDER IDENTITY 

Burlington, 2-3 p.m. Free. Info. 888-492-8218. 
MARK EOMUNDSON: The University of Virginia 


mustc 

AFRICAN CHILDREN'S CHOIR: An upliftil 


BURGUNDY THURSDAY: 


DEAD SET: The Grateful Dead tribute 

Middlebury. 9 p.m.-midnighL $10. Info. 388-4841. 
FRANCESCA BLANCHARD: Armed with an acoustic 

Arts. Morrisvllle. 7 p.m. $10. Info. 888-1261. 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE ORCHESTRA: Andrew 

RAPHAEL GU ALAZZI: The singer-songwriter's 

p.m. Free. Info, 683-0006. 

THE SIXTIES EXPERIENCE: Flower power! 

p.m. $5. Info, 399-2589. 

TRANSCONTINENTAL PIANO DUO: Four hands 

seminars 

THE BUSINESS OF CRAFT BREWING: Home brew- 



theater 

CALENDAR GIRLS': Chaos ensues 

f Town Center, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

8 $12-15. Info, 343-2602. 

I* 'EURYDICE': Aerial silks, shadow 

Info, 229-0492. 

'HAMLET AUDITION: Actors vie ror spots In 

City Recreation Center, N.Y., 6-8 p.m. Free. Info. 




$23. Info. 603-646-2422. Catamount Arts Center. 
SL Johnsbury.7 p.m. $16-24. In 

'NEXT TO NORMAL': T1 

0. CALIGULA! A MVSICAL': History comes alive 

the Dramatic Arts. Burlington. 7:30 pjn. $20. Info. 
863-5966. 

'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD': See WED.15. 2 & 7:30 


words 

H. NICHOLAS MULLER III: The coauthor of 


Young Tradition Vermont 

Martin & Eliza Carthy 



All Souls Interfaith 
Gathering 

291 Bostwick Farm Road 
B Shelburne, Vermont 



Advance Tickets at the 
Flynn Regional Box Office 
802-86-FLYNN 
$20, $5 12 and under 

Jk. YouriG 
MTHaDition 
HlVERMOnt 



S 7 2 -4pm 


DEMONSTRATIONS 
HOT MAPLE SYRUP SAMPLES 
LIVE MUSIC & HORSE RIDES 
MAPLE CREAM FROSTED DONUTS 
Enjoy an authentic Vermont experience, watch 
sap being boiled, visit the goats and enjoy 
a trek through our sugarbush. 



Ira Glass, 

Monica Bill Barnes. 
Anna Bass 


Sat., April 25 at 8 pm 
MainStage 

Sponsor ^EESUjy . 


Anything Goes 


Mon. , April 27 at 7:30 pm 
MainStage 

Sponsor M Main 

Eft VERMONT MUTUAL 


Season Sponsor |p|^y 

www.flynncenter.org nr call 802-8B-flynn * 




22nd ANNUAL SPRING 

BOOK FAIR 


SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2015 

ioam- 4pm 

NEW LOCATION 
Hilton Burlington 
60 Battery Street, Burlington, VT 

ADMISSION IS FREE! 


(802) 527-7243 
ooks@TheEloquentPage.con 
w. VennontIsBookCountry.ee 


calendar 


jC 


flw) 

CLARINA HOWARD NICHOLS CENTER 
PRESENTS 

VAGINA 

MONOLOGUES 

April 24 & 25th • 7PM 


| Stowe Town Hall Theater 
$10 per person 
$5 with student ID 

Call (802) 888-2584 

| for tickets or information 

www.clarina.org 

Proceeds to benefit ending domestic 
and sexual violence in our community. 



I Spring Classes 
' Start Soon! 


SPRING ADULT CLASSES 
KIDS SUMMER CAMPS 
clay • metal • wood 
visual art and more! 


theshelburnecraftschool.org 
802 985-3648 
64 Harbor Road, Shelburne 


KAREN GETTERT SHOEMAKER: Bookworms travel 

POETRY FEST 2015: Nell Shepard. David Cavanagh 

POETRY SLAM WITH GEOF HEWITT: Wordsmiths 

Waterbury Public Library. 6:30 p.m. Free. Inro. 
244-7036. 

THIRD THURSDAY POETRY SLAM: Pizza fuels poets 
Burlington. 6-8 p.m. Free. Info. 324-9538. 

'THREE WRITERS FOUR NIGHTS': Journalist 


FRI.17 


SPRING RUMMAGE SALE: Bargain seekers browse 

SPRING INTO SUMMER RUMMAGE SALE: Shoppers 


MOVEMENT MATTERS': Middlebury College 

12:30 p.m. Free. Info. 443-3168. 

TRADITIONAL ITALIAN VILLAGE DANCE: Dancers 

Middlesex Town Hall. 7-10 p.m. Free. Info. 793-2624. 


RED HOT JUBA: The local group delivers an 

VERMONT CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE: 


FELLOWSHIP OF THE WHEEL SPRING FUNG 
SEASON KICK-OFF PARTY: Cyclists get psyched 

midnight. $20; cash bar. Info. 609-709-9625, Info-tp 


agriculture 

RED WAGON PLANTS OPENING DAY CELEBRATION: 


community 

BARGAIN DRESS BASH: Teens say yes to the dress 


3-7 p.m. Free. Info, 878-6982. 

FEAST TOGETHER OR FEAST TO GO: Senior 

preregister. Info, 262-6286. 

HOME SHARE NOW INFORMATION SESSION: Locals 

Bradford. 11:30 a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 479-8544. 
RELAY FOR UFE UVM: Participants complete laps 


BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING: TANGO: Samir 


LAUGHTER YOGA: Breathe, clap, chant and giggle! 

EARLY BIRD MATH: One plus one equals 

MUSIC WITH ROBERT: Sing- 
alongs with Robert Resnik hit ^ 

10:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. ^ 

THE NILE PROJECT FAMILY MATINEE: 


STORIES WITH MEGAN: Captivating tales entertain 

11-11:30 a.m. F 


music 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE GLEE CLUB: Vocalists 

Free. Info, 603-646-2422. 

GREGORY ALAN ISAKOV: The contemplative 


862-5630. 

JASON LEE: Folk, rock and soul influences thread 

6-9 p.m. Free. Info. 665-2337. 

NATASHA PAREMSKI: Works by Brahms, Chopin 
prize-winning pianist UVM Recital Hall. Redstone 

THE NILE PROJECT: Eleven African artists offer 


Info. 603-646-2422. 


seminars 

COMMUNITY JOURNALISM DAY: 'N 

preregister. Info. 635-1276. 


CALENDAR GIRLS': S 
'CIRQUE PROM’: C 

Deaf Brattleboro.7:30 p.m. $8-15. Info. 254-9780. 
'EURYDICE': See THU.16. 8-10 p.m. 

'HAMLET' AUDITION: See THU.16. 

'NEXT TO NORMAL': See THU.16. 

'O, CALIGULA! A MVSICAL': See THU.16. 

'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD' 


SPRING BOOK SALE: Bookworms 

Info, 476-7550. 

THE ART OF JOURNAL 
WRITING: Participants experi- 


8218, ext. 302. 

BROWN BAG BOOK CLUB: Readers voice 
Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. Williston. 12:30- 
CANCER SURVIVOR STORYTELLING: True tales 
and illuminate. North Branch Cafe. Montpelier. 7-9 
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: Lit lovers analyze 

ited space. Info. 383-B104. 

POEMCITY: COURTING THE MUSE: GENERATING 


SAT.18 

agriculture 

AUTUMN'S ABUNDANT GARDEN DISPLAY: Master 

Shelf. Richmond Free Library, check-in. 9:30 a.m.; 


'LOST APPLES' PRUNING WORKSHOP: 

p.m. Free. Info. 877-3406. 






FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT S 





bazaars 

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE: See FRI.17. 9 a.m.-noon. 

SPRING INTO SUMMER RUMMAGE SALE: See 

community 

CAMBRIDGE AREA ROTARY BUNCO: Games, prizes. 



ONE SPRING FLING: AN OLD NORTH END 
COMMUNITY CELEBRATION: Food, raffle prizes 


ROKEBY MUSEUM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION: A 




VERMONT COMPASSION CENTERS: Folks get 



MEDITATIVE SACRED CIRCLE DANCING: Uplifting 





USA DANCE VT COMMUNITY BALLROOM DANCE 






games 

VERMONT SCHOLASTIC CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS: 



health & fitness 


FITNESS BOOT CAMP: See THU.16, Mlddlebury 





BURLINGTON SATURDAY STORY TIME: Tots 



HOPSTOP FAMILY SERIES: 'RIVER SONGS': Tykes 



MIDDLEBURY SATURDAY STORY TIME: 



SATURDAY DROP-IN STORY TIME: A weekly selec- 



SCHOOL OF CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
SUMMER PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSION: 



/AATSU^J 79 

A JAPANESE CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
OF ARTS, CRAFTS, MUSIC AND FOOD 




seek, learn, discover, grow. 


What is OLLI? 

OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) at 
UVM is a community of adult learners who 


join now! 


Become an OLLI member — 

$30 for one year (two can sign up 
for $50) and receive: 


classes ■ travel • lectures • discussions • active learning 



The Vermont Women's Mentoring Program 
SuppOVt a woman making the 

transition from prison . 

back into the Community a. healthy life. 

r rm 

Become a Mentor. 

: <M 

Orientation begins 
May 6, 2015 
at 5:30pm 

V mercy 1 

▼ connections/ 

Ljjj. VERMONT 

works & 4#*,; 

VSsSt FDR WnriEN %.# 

255 South Champlain 05401 * < 802) 846 - 7164 





Seeking Male and Female Smokers Ages 18-70 

(who are not currently interested in quitting smoking) 

We are conducting a UVM research study to learn about 
the effects of different levels of nicotine in cigarettes. 

This 15-visit study involves: 

• A screening visit and training visit (2-3 hours each) 
• Three visits per week for 5-7 Weeks (2-4 hours each) 

Compensation of up to $900 __ 


For more information, call 656-0392 


STAND 

UPTO 

STIGMA 


Imagine life for people with 
mental illness or addiction 
who may also face negative 
judgments from their 
communities and the media. 

Change begins with 
understanding. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Discover how you can help at 
brattlebororetreat.org/standup 


PRACTICE 

EMPATHY Brattleboro Retreat 


calendar 



SAT.18 « P.57 


BURLINGTON BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 
& GREEN MOUNTAIN CHORUS: Regional favorites 

Road Less Traveled." Essex High School, 2 & 7 p.m. 
$4.50-18. Info, 505-9595. 

HEUAND CONSORT: The woodwind trio spans 

KEMP HARRIS: With rich vocals and stellar piano 

MARTIN & ELIZA CARTHY: The father-daughter 

7:30-10 p.m. $20. Info, 233-5293. 

THE POULENC TRIO: As part of the Northeast 

Hinesburg, 7:30-8:30 p.m. $15 suggested donation. 
Info. 453-4658. 

VERMONT CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE: 

See FRI.17, Black Box Theater Main Street Landing 

25. Info. 849-6900. 

VERMONT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CHORUS: 

7:30 p.m. $15. Info. 864-5741. ext. 10. 


National Wildlife Refuge, Swanton. 8-10 a.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 868-4781. 

seminars 

COMPUTERS AND SAFETY: An informative session 

preregister. Info. 849-2420. 

FINDING BEAUTY. RECEIVING BEAUTY: Writing ex- 

Barn. Shelburne, 10 a.m.-noon. $20 suggested 
donation. Info. 922-7641. 

GENEALOGY SEMINAR: Vermonters with 

Colchester. 10:30 a.m.-noon. $5. Info. 310-9285. 

INTRODUCTION TO POWERPOINT: Those familiar 

MAPPING FOUND SOUNDS: See WED.15. noon-3 
VCAM ORIENTATION: Video-production hounds 

dures. VCAM Studio, Burlington. 11 a.m. Free. Info. 


'EURYDICE': SeeTHU.16, 2-4 & 8-10 p.m. 

'HENRY IV. PART 1' AUDITION: Actors ages 18 

Hall, Tl a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 282-2581. 

'LAVA FOSSIL': The adventures of a dad. a crab and 

'NEXT TO NORMAL': See THU.16. 

'0. CALIGULA! A MVSICAL': See THU.16. 2 & 

'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD' 

words 

SPRING BOOK SALE: See FRI.17. 10 
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: St 
FIVE COLLEGES BOOK SALE: Thousands of used. 

POETRY EXPERIENCE: Rajnii Eddiris facilitates a 

POETRY SLAM: Wordplay figures prominently in an 

STORY SHARING SYMPOSIUM: Rl 

Info, 878-4918. 


SUN. 19 


7:30 p.m. $29-37. Info. 603-448-0400. 

BALKAN FOLK DANCING: Louise Brill and friends 

to share. Info, 540-1020. 

'IVAN THE TERRIBLE': The Bolshoi Ballet brings 

Johnsbury. 1p.m. $6-18. Info, 748-2600. 


fairs & festivals 


ECHO EARTH WEEK'S MUDFEST: See WED.15. 


CHANDLER FILM SOCIETY: Meryl Streep, Nicole 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Bring on the syrup! 

Junction. 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Free. In 


SUGAR ON SNOW: St 


health & fitness 


NIA WITH UNDA: Drawing from martial arts, dance 

South End Studio. Burlington. 9-10 a.m. $14. Info, 






LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT S 


SUNDAY SANGHA: COMMUNITY ASHTANGA 

ZUMBATHON: Dancers groove to Latin rhythms 


seminars 

DISCOVERING BUDDHISM STUDY GROUP: 

Center Barnet 2-4 p.m. Free. Info, 633-4136. 


through 7. Grateful Yoga, Montpelier. 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
$12. Info, 224-6183. 

RUSSIAN PLAYTIME WITH NATASHA: Youngsters 


language 

DIMANCHES FRENCH CONVERSATION: Parlez- 


AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA: Clarinetist 

Hanover, N.H.. 7 pm. $10-60. Inf< 

603-646-2422. 

BROOKS WILLIAMS: Tile singer- 


p.m. S15-20. Info. 431-3433. j 
HELEN KIM: The Internation- 


NAVY BAND NORTHEAST: Forty-five musicians 

Info, 728-6464. 

PAUL ORGEL: I n 'Music From the Holocaust* the 

SOCIAL BAND: See SAT.18. Charlotte 


STUDENT PIANO RECITAL: Diana Fanning's 

Middlebury College. 3 &4p.m. Free. Info, 443-3168. 


outdoors 

2015 GRAVEL GRINDER: Cyclists spin their wheels 

ride, 9 a.m.-l p.m. $35. Info. 999-9762. 

BIG TREE RIDE: A seven-mile pedal takes nature 

Post Office. Downtown Winooski, 8-11 a.m. Free. 


'EURYDICE': See THU.16, 2-4 p.m. 

JEWISH PLAYWRITING CONTEST: Three plays 

'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD': See WED.15, 5 p.m. 

words 

CAROL MILKHUN: The author of A Tapestry of 

Library. 3-4:45 p.m. Free. Inro. 496-3913. 

899-4962. 

FIVE COLLEGES BOOK SALE: See SAT.18. 9 a.m.-3 
RADIO PLAY WORKSHOP: Wordsmiths explore the 

Info. 383-8104. 

ROBERT MELLO: The Vermont Superior Court 

865-4556. 

SPRING BOOK & EPHEMERA 


MON. 20 

community 

SASH INFORMATION SESSION: Folks get details on 


SALSA MONDAYS: Dancers learn the techniques 


food & drink 

BACKSEAT BERNER & OVER EASY LAUNCH PARTY: 



LAPLATTE RIVER NATURAL AREA PADDLE: An 

tails. LaPlatte River Marsh Natural Area, Shelburne. 


TRIVIA NIGHT: Teams of quick thinkers gather for 



ANIM 

AL 

f Saturday, April 25 1 
[7:00 p.m. J 

f) 

¥ 

Join Vermont choreographer and 
director Hanna Satterlee and nine 
featured local artists & dancers 
for an interdisciplinary production 
of dance, film, live sound, 
original costuming and intricate 
lighting design. 

L/f 

| 


Sl’RUCL PtAK 

1 \ 


1 tKrUKJVAIlNVj 

ARTS CENTER 

122 Hourglass Drive, Stowe, VT 

SprucePeabArts.org 1 802-760-4634 


REGISTER smcvt.edu/asc2015 or CALL 802.654.2721 


Accelerated Summer College 


At Saint Michael's College, you can get ahead in 
your college career with our on-campus six-week, 
eight-credit innovative instructional experience. 


May 18-June 26, 2015 


6 Weeks 


You only have a matter of weeks to catch up 
on your degree and further your career plans. 

Make your summer count. 


8 Credits 



calendar 




Find out how Ashley was 
able to buy her home with 
Champlain Housing Trust at 
getahome.org/possibilities. 


MY PAY, I DIDN'T THINK 
I COULD BUY A HOME, 
BUT WITH CHT IT 
WAS POSSIBLE." 


1=1 


"WITH 



APRIL 2015 


Pick up the April issue at 600+ locations or check out kidsvti 



theater 

JEWISH PLAYWRITING CONTEST: See SUN.19. 


words 

ADULT WRITING GROUP: Wordsmiths hone theli 







fairs & festivals 

ECHO EARTH WEEK'S MUDFEST: See WED.15. 


film 


COMMUNITY CINEMA: THE HOUSE I LIVE IN': 



DARTMOUTH FILM SOCIETY: 'TIMBUKTU': 









LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SE' 


THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: 


games 

GAMING FOR TEENS & ADULTS: Tabletop games 

p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 


health & fitness 


ACTIVE SENIOR BOOT CAMP: Participants break 


DROP-IN YOGA: Yogis hit the mat Tor a Hatha class 
Colchester. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 264-5660. 

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILL LANG: Students get 

BABY & TODDLER STORY TIME: A Mother Goose- 
llsley Public Library. Middlebury, 10:15-10:45 a.m. 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: 'PIRATE DAY': Good listen- 
activities. Fairfax Community Library, 10-11:30 a.m. 
FAIRY STORY TIME & CRAFT: Little ones listen to 

MUSIC WITH MR. CHRIS: Singer, storyteller and 

their parents. Buttered Noodles. Williston, 10-10:30 
a.m. Free. Info, 764-1810. 

PRESCHOOL MUSIC: Kids ages 3 through 5 sing 

264-5660. 

TECH TUESDAYS: Tinkerers tackle e-crafts, circuits 
Montpelier, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223-4665. 

TEEN TINKER TUESDAY: HAND-BOUND 

5:30 p.m. Free; preregister. Info. 264-5660. 
TODDLER STORY TIME: Young 'uns up to 3 years 

264-5660. 

VERMONT ATHLETIC ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE: See 

M0N.20, 8a.rn.-5 p.m. 


865-7216. 


music 

CASTLETON JAZZ ENSEMBLE: Led by Glenn Giles. 

State College. 7 pjn. $3-5. Info, 468-1119. 

UKULELE ORCHESTRA OF GREAT BRITAIN: From 


seminars 

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR DREAMS ARE: 

e; preregister. Info, 849-2420. 


FLOOR HOCKEY FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL 
DISABILITIES: Participants ages 10 and up work 


theater 

CHEMISTRY MAGIC SHOW: St. Michael’s College 

'SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD': S 


p.m. Free. Info. 485-4621. 

SCREENPLAY WRITING WORKSHOP: Attendees ana- 

meet up.com; limited space. Info. 383-8104. 


WED. 22 

agriculture 


THE FUTURE OF GARDENING: ITS ALL ABOUT 


'LA CAUSERIE' FRENCH CONVERSATION: Native 

540-0195. 

PAUSE-CAFE FRENCH CONVERSATION: French stu- 
Sherpa Kitchen, Burlington. 6:30-6 p.m. Free. Info, 


environment 

CHILDREN'S EARTH DAY CONCERT & CELEBRATION: 


WED.22 » P.62 



MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-6 

688 PINE ST, BURLINGTON • WNDNWVS.COM • 802.540.2S29 


LIQUID EDGE a ACTIVE FITNESS EDGE 

K Join for the year & save 25% 

I Kids (18 and under) are FREE 

r OR 

ULTIMATE EDGE 

Join for the year and save 30% 

Kids (18 and under) are FREE 

OR 

4 MONTH SPECIAL 

Save 10% on the level of your choice. 

Special expires 4/30/15. 


■ SPORTS & FITNESS 
l PHYSICAL THERAPY 
1 KIDS & FITNESS 


GREAT FAMILY PUNS I GROUP CLASSES I TENNIS COURTS I LOTS OF KIDS ACTIVITIES! 




calendar 




Make a move at the 



SEVEN DAYS 

house 

party! 

Come to a free workshop for presente 
first-time homebuyers, talk 
with experts, ask questions 
and drink cocktails! 

Monday, May 11 

Check-in 5:30-6 p.m. Workshop 6-8 p.m. 

Eskiriny panrakg 


Vermont 
k Attorneys Title 

k CORPORATION 


ft 


by Monday, May 11, at noon at sevendaysvt.com/houseparty 
and you’ll be entered to win swag from SAM , S 


= CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE S 


classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


ART & POTTERY IN 
MIDDLEBURY: Adult: Mon. 

Night Wheel: Judith Bryant. 

Janet Fredericks, Thu. a.m. 
Oils, Thu. a.m. Hand Building. 
Children: Mon. & Wed. Pottery 
on Wheel. Thu. Clay Hand 


S126/BCA members. Location.* 
BCA Clay Studio. 250 Main St., 

CLAY: LIDDED FORMS: Creating 


beverages 

2-DAY BARTENDING COURSE: 


ness since 1989. You'll leam: 


CLAY: THROWING SETS: 

Weekly on Thu., Apr. 23-May 14. 
12:30-3 p.m. Cost: $140/person: 


Ayer. Sun.. May 17, 1:30-3 p.m. 
Cost: $25/person; S22.S0/BCA 
members. Location: BCA Clay 

Info: 865-7166. 

DESIGN: DIGITAL ART & DESIGN 


May 2 & Sun. May 3. 11 a.m. -5 
p .m. Cost: $149/2-day course. 
Location: Hilton, 60 Battery St., 

Burlington City 
Arts 

BCA 

SURLINGTONCITYARTS 

Call 865-7166 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.org. 
Teacher bios are also 




May 7 -21. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
S9 O/person: S81/BCA members . 


St.. Burlington. Info: 865-7166. 

EXPLORING LOCAL FILM 
PRODUCTION: Interested in 




8:30 p.m. Cost: $25/person; 
S22.50/BCA members. Location: 
BCA Center. Digital Media Lab. 
135 Church SL, Burlington. Info: 

JEWELRY: BANGLES: Come 

bangle. Open to all skill levels. 


Thu.. May 7. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
$35/person: S31.S0/BCA mem- 

SCHOOL BREAK: DIY GAMES: 




Rachel Hooper. Ages 6-12. Wed.. 
Apr. 22, 8 a.m.-3p. m. Cost:$85/ 
person; S76.50/BCA members. 

St., Burlington. Info: 86S-7I66, 

YOUTH: SILK-SCREENING: 


computers 


DAYTIME KNITTING CLINICS: 


21, 6-8:30 p.m. Cost: $15/2.5- 


370-6034. beheernow2000@ 

CERAMIC SCULPTURE: Learning 

nation! Weekly on Wed., May 

)st: $210/7 3-hour 


May 2. 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person; S22.50/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Print Studio, 

250 Main SL, Burlington. Info: 


INTRODUCTION TO 
SOLIDWORKS: This class rocuses 

18-21. Cost $1, 095/4-day class. 
School. 148 Main St., Fairfax. 



TEEN: TABLE WITH MOSAIC TOP: 

In this high-sklll building camp 


Id.. Shelburne. 

scape-in-oll- 0801 - 0802 /. 

WORKSHOP: MATISSE: 




on Thu. starting Apr. 23, 10:30 
$12/2-hour session. Location: 

Cozy. Annette Hansen. 370-6034. 


Sat & Sun., 1-4:30 

ais fee. Location: The Shelburne 
Craft School, 64 Harbor fid., 

WORKSHOP: PASTEL: Instructor: 


WORKSHOP: LANDSCAPE IN OIL: 




lively works. We will work step by 

cepts and techniques to help the 

& Sun.. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $203/ 
• s ; $183/members. 


10 a.m. -4:30 p.m. Cost: S94.50/ 

: The Shelburne Craft 

. Shelburne. 
Info: 98S-364S. theshelburne 

WORKSHOP: MONOTYPE/ 
MONOPRINT: Instructor: Lyna 


Sat. 10-4:30 p.m. Cost: $188.50/ 
nonmembers; $!70/members. 

School. 64 Harbor Rd„ Shelburne. 


WORKSHOP: STAINED GLASS: 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $I50/non- 




985-3648. 

WORKSHOP: VENEERING: 


well as hobbyists. Jon. 20 & 21 


WORKSHOP: WOOD INTENSIVE: 




DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

268 Pine St.. Burlington, info: 


drumming 


22 & May 3. $53/3 weeks. $22 

Location: Taiko Space . 208 Flynn 
999-4255. classes&burlington- 



TAIKO DRUMMING IN 
BURLINGTON!: Come study 

Tue.. 5:30-6:20 p.m. Accelerated 

5:30-6:50 p.m. Kids and Parents 
Class on Tue., 4:30-5:20 p.m. 
Sessions start Apr, 20. 21 & 22. 


Space, 208 Flynn Ave., suite 
3G. Burlington. Info: 999-4255. 

empowerment 

JUNG THE MAN: Discover the 


Apr. 16. 23 & 30 & May 7. 7-9 p.m. 


MARTHA'S M AND ALA: In the 




by Martha Oliver-Smith. teacher, 

USING STORY TO NURTURE 
BELOVEO PLACES: Today the ex- 


9:30 a.m-72:30 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
860-6203. joumeyworksvt com. 


FIRST STRIDES VERMONT: First 


speakers^ Weekly on Wed., May 
6-Jul. 22. Cost: $45/72-week 


Parks Paths, behind Wllllston 
Central School, Witliston. Info: 
First Strides Vermont Kasie 
Enman. 238-0820, infos' 


MEDITATION: This four-week 


world. The goal of the group is 
and bring this awareness to the 

climbing. Weekly on Sat., Apr. 18- 
May 9, 9- 10:30 a.m. Cost: $120/ 

gear rental. Location: Petra Cliffs 
Climbing Center. 105 Briggs St.. 




Flynn Arts 

FLYMMARTS 



CONTEMPORARY DANCE: 
LOOKING DEEPER: This intensive 

changing 'world.' be it the studio. 


Adults & teens 76+. Cost: $30/ 
person. Location: Flynn Center 
for the Performing Arts. 753 Main 
St. Burlington. Info; 652-4548, 

EXPLORING CONNECTIONS: 




Weekly on Sat. May 2-Jun. 6, 
70:30 a.m.-noon. Cost: $775/6- 

753 Main St., Burlington. Info: 

6 52-4546, flynnarts.org. 

gardening 

GRAPES & OTHER SMALL FRUIT: 

9:30-11 a.m. Cost: $72.50/person. 
Location: Gardener's Supply, 728 

660-3505. 

HANDS-ON PRUNING: Learn 

by Charlie Nardozzi. Apr. 78, 
77:30-7 p.m. Cost $72.50/person. 
Gardener's Supply. 128 

660-3505. 

HANDS-ON GARDENING 
COURSE: Want to grow your 






5300/person incl. 22 weeks of 


Oenise Quick. 861-4769. denise& 


sion. Our goal will be to facilitate 

inner self. Fri. May 1, 5:45-7:45 
p.m. Cost: 522/person, Location: 

Arts. 753 Main St. Burlington. 
Info: 652-4548. flynnarts.org. 

PHYSICAL ACTING: An essential 


Cost : $77S/members; $200/non- 
Art Center 90 Pond St. Stowe. 


SPRING WATERCOLOR 
LANDSCAPE WITH LISA 
FORSTER BEACH: Examine tips 

Sat. Apr. 25. 9:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m. 
Cost: $75/perspn; SlOO/mem- 

Center. 90 Pond St. Stowe. Info: 
253-8358. educationShelenday. 


WISOOM OF THE HERBS 

Herbs 2015, a unique experi- 


26. May 23-24. Jun. 27-28, Jul. 
25-26, Aug. 22-23, Sep. 26-27. 


Tuition $7,750. VSAC nondegree 


VERMONT SCHOOL OF HERBAL 

2015 offers plant Identiflca- 


and much more. Space limited. 
Sun. Apr. to Oct. Cost: $825/per- 


HONORING HERBAL TRADITION 


9 a.m.-5 p.m. Cost S900/person. 


EXPRESSIONS IN PAINT WITH 
CLAIRE DESJARDINS: Deepen 

Sun. May 70. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 pjn. 




THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


HERBS « P.65 

language 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASSES: 

Classes, Level 1. 9:30-10:30 






(JASVJ, 723 Ethan Allen Ave.. 

ABSOLUMENT FRENCH 
CLASSES!: Oh la la! Adult 

in Burlington's South End Arts 

Apr. 27-Jun. 8. Intermediate: 


Maggie Standley. 233-7676, 

EXPERIENCED NATIVE 
PROFESSOR OFFERING SPANISH 

Rak. MA. Location: College St.. 
Burlington. Info; 276-0747. 

com/tutors/116306. 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN NEW 




martial arts 


pregnancy/ 

childbirth 


tai chi 

NEW BEGINNERS TAI CHI CLASS: 


INTRODUCTION TO ZEN: This 

8:45 a.m. Cost: $30/hair-day 


480 Thomas Rd., Shelburne . Info: 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 
the practice of sitting still and 

sympathy toward yourself The 


PRENATAL METHOD STUDIO: 

Fertility Class Series. Childbirth 

Prenatal Method Studio. 1 Mill 


and socializing) is held on the 
third Friday of each month, 7-9 


spirituality 

CHEROKEE PEACEKEEPER 
TEACHINGS: Inspired by the 


Apr. 24-26; 70 ajn.-S p.m. Cost 
$325/3 days. Location: Sunray 




6. 9-70 a.m. Cost: $6S/monthly 

Info; Long River Tai Chi Circle. 
Patrick Cavanaugh. 490-6405. 

SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 

The Yang Snake Style is a 


strength, flexibility, vitality, 

Tai Chi Institute. 700 Church 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE 


well-being 


TENSION RELEASING 
EXERCISES: 

Thu. starting Apr. 9. 5:30-6-30 
p.m. Cost $25/l-hour class. 

suite 312. Burlington. Info: Jay 
Gleason, 578-0741, jay@ 

STRONG BEINGS: Shamans and 


Apr. 30. 6:30-8:30 p.m. By d ona- 
860-6203. joumeyworksvtcom. 


AYURVEDIC REMEDIES FOR 

78, 2-4 p.m. Cost: S25/. Location: 


writing 


MOVING THE MANUSCRIPT: 


amples. 4 Mon.. May 4-18 & Jun. 
1. 6-8 p.m. Cost: SlOO/person. 
Location: The Writer's flam, 233 


Ridge Books. Lin Stone, 922-7641. 


HONEST YOGA, THE ONLY 
DEDICATED HOT YOGA FLOW 
CENTER: Honest Yoga offers 

trainings at the 200- and 
500-hour levels. Daily classes 

1st week unlimited, $15/class 
or$130/IO-class card , 512/ 

S100/10-class punch card. 
Location: Honest Yoga Center, 
150 Dorset St, Blue Mall, next to 

COMMUNITY YOGA CLASSES: 


Location: South End Studio. 
Burlington. Info: 540-0044. 

EVOLUTION YOGA: Evolution 


welcome here. Cost: ST 5/class. 
$130/class card. $5-10/commu- 

Yoga. 20 Kilburn St., Burlington. 
InTo: 864-9642. evolutionvt.com. 

BURLINGTON HOT YOGA: TRY 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT!: 




■in-rnri-rif i Y— 

Green Mountain Compost 
CSWD Drop-Off Centers* 
Gardener's Supply 
Red Wagon Plants 
Horsford Nursery 
Healthy Living 
City Market 
Biben's Ace 

*cash/check only^ 




4/25 


Saturday 


10-3 


File Under ? 

Four more local albums you (probably) haven't heard 

BY DAN BOLLES 


S o many records, so little time. Seven Days gets more album submissions 
than we know what to do with. And, given the ease of record making these 
days, it’s difficult to keep up. Still, we try to get to every local release that 
comes across the music desk, no matter how obscure or far out. 

To that end, here are four albums that likely flew under the radar of your average 
local music fan. In some cases, they represent the outermost boundaries of local 
music. Others simply slipped through the cracks. But each is worth a listen. © 


No Humans Allowed, 

Yesterday, Tomorrow and Yon 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

No Humans Allowed are a mercurial hip-hop duo consisting of Boston-based rapper 
Louis Mackey and Burlington word-slinger Thirtyseven — the latter of whom also 
goes by Wombaticus Rex and, in his day-to-day life, Justin Boland. (Disclosure: 
He occasionally writes for Seven Days.) In 2011, NHA released their self-titled 
debut recording, a hair-raising hodgepodge of classic boom-bap rap, downtempo 
and house laced with tabs of smoky, psychedelic jazz and funk. It was a wildly 
unconventional collaboration of two prodigiously talented rappers. The duo’s new 
EP, Yesterday, Tomorrow and You, takes the experiment even further. 

If hip-hop archetypes are a playground, then Mackey and Thirtyseven are like 
two deviant kids devising creative and dangerous ways to use the monkey bars — 
and probably terrifying onlookers in the process. Primarily produced by Mackey, 
sonically the record has the effect of observing a high-wire act in which the acrobats 
might be drunk. Mackey’s simmering goulash of beats and samples is heady and 
uncouth. It’s often playftil, but a sense of uneasy disillusionment gurgles below the 
surface of jazz-inflected thump. 

That disorientation is matched in the album's turbulent wordplay. Boland and 
Mackey rarely take the direct tack, lyrically. Instead they bob and weave, pirouet- 
ting their way through a shifting fog of love, dead-end jobs and societal apathy. It's 
z complex and challenging stuff. But how many rappers do you know who would 
h name-drop Charlie Sheen and Ben Bemanke in the same verse? 

5 nohumansallowed.bandcamp.com 

1 Waves of Adrenaline, 

* Let Go the Sails 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

£ On their 2012 debut, Off on a Wild Adventure, local duo Waves of Adrenaline 
5 delivered a sturdy, if polite, take on modern folic music modeled after the folk-pop 
stylings of the Indigo Girls. Alana Shaw and Bridget Ahrens are back with another 
“i WoA outing, Let Go the Sails. Like their debut, it’s an earnest collection of tunes that, 

o while not especially infused with artistic adrenaline, is endearing in a homespun 
kind of way. 

Unlike that debut, which featured mostly original material, Let Go the Sails is 
g almost half composed of cover songs. While few will prefer the duo’s rather stiff 

2 renditions of “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” "Don’t Think Twice, It’s Alright” or 
■Sj “Wagon Wheel” over the originals — or the bazillion other covers of those same 

tunes — their inclusion does add some insight as to WoA’s formative inspirations 
and some context for the album’s seven original cuts. 

Of those, the chirpy opener “Relativity" and the gentle counterpoint melody of 
“Tin Woodsman” — inspired by Albert Einstein and The Wizard of Oz, respectively 
— are among the more creative highlights. WoA could stand to loosen up a bit, espe- 
u cially vocally, if only to match the whimsy of their songwriting. 







GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 



s©und bites 


After Midnight? 

Last week, grace potter announced 
that she'll release a solo record this 
summer, titled Midnight. In support of 
that record, she’ll also embark on a solo 
tour, sans the nocturnals, the group 
that has been the singer’s backing band 
for more than a decade. The solo dates 
listed on her newly redesigned website, 
which appears to have been stripped of 
any mention of the Nocturnals, include 
Grand Point North, the Burlington 
festival Potter and the Nocturnals 
founded in 2011. 

That news alone was enough to raise 
eyebrows among antsy Potter-heads 
concerning the fate of the Nocturnals. 
Then guitarist and founding Nocturnal 
scott tournet posted what appears to 
be a farewell message to fans on his 
Tumblr page. At which point Potter 
Nation promptly freaked the fuck out. 

Is Scott leaving the band? Are the 
Nocturnals breaking up and Grace is 
going solo fall time? If so, will they have 
to rename Grand Point North so that 
the initials match whatever moniker 
Grace ends up going by? Inquiring minds 
wanted to know. 

Unfortunately, as of this writing, firm 
answers are elusive. But this is what we 


“A note to all the true fans old and 
new ... I will not be going out on tour in 
support of the solo album.’’ 

At first blush, that’s not exactly 
earth-shattering news. It is, after all, a 


solo tour for a solo record, so the fact 
that the Nocturnals aren’t involved 
is kind of a given. Lead singers of 
big bands do solo stuff all the time 
and it doesn't necessarily mean the 
band is kaput, jeff tweedy plays solo a 
bunch and wilco are still around, dan 
auerbach, who helped produce the last 
GPN record, has a killer solo album to 
his credit and the black keys are still 
together. Hell, Tournet himself has 
a solo record or two, including the 
underrated Ver La Luz in 2013. And he’s 
done side projects, too, most notably 
blues and lasers. Musicians play music, 
and not always with the band that is 
their bread and butter. 

But the next chunk of Toumet’s post 
muddies the water. 

“At this time I can’t comment any 
further on anything except to say 
THANK YOU for all the support you 
have shown the band and me over 
the years,” he wrote. “It has been a 
tremendous ride and meant the world 
to me. I sincerely mean that. THANK 
YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU.” 

He goes on to say — presumably 
after realizing his caps lock was stuck — 
that he’s planning to release an album 
future,” for which he’s 
soliciting fan support via a 
crowdfunding campaign. 
That certainly sounds like 
someone who is planning 
to move on. But again, he 
never explicitly says he's 
leaving the Nocturnals, 
or that Grace is ditching 
the band beyond the 
solo record. Reached via 
email, Tournet declined 
to comment to Seven Days 
on his future with GPN. 

(As an aside, I have no 
idea as to the financial 
state of lead guitarists in 
globally touring major- 
label bands, but if even 
they need to go the 
Kickstarter route to make 
records, maybe the music 
industry is even more 
dismal than we realized.) 

MATT BURR, who is both 

the Nocturnals’ drummer 
and Potter’s husband, 
was equally evasive when 
reached for comment. 

He wouldn’t speak for Grace but did 
suggest sire will divulge more details, 


do know. 

While the natural, if knee-jerk, 
reaction to Tournet’s post is that he’s 
leaving the band, he never actually said 
that. Here’s what he wrote: 
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For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow (“DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



ytF\ JIM KATA 

V7 ARGON AUT&WASP 


<D MAX CREEK 


BADFISH: 

A TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME 

AMONG CRIMINALS, 
SEAMUS THE GREAT 


ROUGH FRANCIS 

BARBACOA, DJ DISCO PHANTOM, 

(RECORD AND ZINE FAIR BEFORE THE SHOW) , 


© CITIZEN COPE 


© FILIBUSTA 


© BEST COAST 

SWALE 


UPCOMING... 
4/2J SWEET START 


4/2] HANNIBAL BURESS 
4/2] WORLD/ 

INFERNO FRIENDSHIP 


JUST ANNOUNCED 
4/27 WOLF AUCE 
7/25 OLD CROW MEDICINE 
91° *9/3 GRAND POINT 










music 



File Under? «p.bb 

The Stephen Wentworth Band, 

Good & Bad 

(THUNDER RIDGE RECORDS. CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Stephen Kondi has been rocking Vermont stages, Fender Strat in hand, for close to 35 
years. Schooled in blues, rock and country and inspired by the likes of Eric Clapton 
and B.B. King, Kondi, who goes by Stephen Wentworth onstage, is a consummate 
pro as an axeman and bandleader. His debut with the Stephen Wentworth Band, 
Good ft Bad, is a vibrant throwback to the days when bands like Cream and the 
Moody Blues ruled rock radio airwaves. 

Wentworth proves a capable songwriter. If you were to sneak cuts such as “Can’t 
Catch Me,” “Dream” and “Send a Sweetheart” into the rotation at a classic-rock sta- 
tion like WIZN, few would recognize that those tunes were written in 2015 and 
not 1968. Wentworth growls with a classic southern-blues-rock rasp, adding more 
authenticity to his vintage sound. But his guitar playing sets him apart. Dude simply 
shreds. And he’s backed by a veteran band that knows how to set the groove and get 
out of the way. That allows Wentworth to carve up the scenery with ferocious licks, 
which he does track after track. 


Lawrence Welks & Our Bear to Cross, 
Binary Execute Now 

(BEAUTIFUL MUSIC CDS. CD) 

For a good chunk of the last decade, Lawrence Welks & Our Bear to Cross produced 
some of the most confounding music in Vermont. Located on the fringiest fringe 
of the experimental-pop scene, the duo of Andre Welks and Jonny Geetar poked 
and prodded our delicate sensibilities. Their music was fearless and sometimes 
fearsome, the reanimated corpse of mangled pop convention. 

LW&OB2X are no more, and Welks and Geetar no longer call Vermont home. 
Before they fled, they raised one final collection of zombie pop, Binary Execute Now, 
for upstart microlabel Beautiful Music CDs. That last bit of info is important, be- 
cause, perhaps improbably, there is something strangely beautiful about the record. 

Though LW&OB2X could be manic and possessed of a basely juvenile sense of 
humor — occasionally veering into gleeful sacrilege — a queer kind of tenderness 
could often be found beneath the jarring cacophony. They were also genuinely 
skilled musicians who just happened to wield their talents recklessly. Binary Execute 
Now is easily the duo’s most accessible record. Even so, it’s a rough listen for timid 
types. But those willing to brave LW&OB2X’s cartoonishly grotesque skewering of 
indie rock, electro pop and hipster R&B will find a record that has more heart than 
much of the music they appear to lampoon. 





s@und bites 



perhaps as soon as this week, that might 
clarify the situation. 

In the meantime, all we can do is 
speculate. And that’s way more fun 
anyway. So... 

My semi-educated hunch is that 
Grace is not bailing on the Nocturnals, 
at least not permanently. Her new 
single, "Alive Tonight” is a step or six 
beyond even the more pop-inclined 
stuff from latter-day GPN records. The 
folks at SPIN compared it to Sia, which 
isn't far off the mark. It’s certainly a 
stylistic shift into dance-pop territory, 
which is not really the Noes’ forte. After 
a decade of doing the blues-rock thing, 
you can’t blame her for wanting to try 
something new. 

But that doesn’t automatically mean 
she's abandoning the Nocturnals any 
more than it meant Tournet was leaving 
when he made Ver La Luz, or when he 
and Burr did Blues and Lasers. Given 
what he wrote on Tumblr and the fan 
reaction on his Facebook page, it does 
seem like Tournet may not be long for 
the band. But he still hasn’t explicitly 
said so. Maybe he was just tipsy and 
wanted to tell his fans he loves them 
— kind of like drunk dialing but with 
Tumblr. Until he comes down one way 
or the other, we just don’t know. 

On the other hand, maybe Grace’s 
new sound catapults her into beyonce- 


level diva-dom and the Noes go the way 
of destiny’s child — the website thing 
is kinda weird. That might make for 
awkward dinner-table conversation 
with Burr, but I suppose it’s possible. 

For now, we’ll just have to wait and see. 

BiteTorrent 

In other news, local funk rockers gang 
of thieves are set to release a new EP 
this week, called Mantra. We’ll have a 
full review in an upcoming issue, but my 
initial take is that it picks up where the 
band’s 2014 debut Thunderfimk left off, 
which is to say roughly 1999. 

I mean that in a good way. The band 
has tapped into a throwback sound that 
recalls the likes of sublime, red hot chiu 
peppers and less than jake to varying 
degrees. The new EP continues in that 
vein, but is a little more playful, less in- 
your-face and, best of all, loaded with 
nifty horn parts. I dig it. You can catch 
GoT at Nectar’s this Friday, April 17. 


Speaking of new releases, rough francis 
— which includes 7D’s bobby hackney 
jr. — have a new seven-inch out just 
in time for Record Store Day, which 
is this Saturday, April 18. The record 
features two new cuts, “MSP2” and 
“Blind Pigs,” and will be available when 
the band plays the Higher Ground 


Showcase Lounge on Saturday 
with barbacoa and disco phantom. 
But the really cool thing is that, 
before the show, the band is 
hosting a record and ’zine fair at 
the club, where you can check out 
all sorts of rock-and-roll goodness 
from local artists. It’s kind of like 
a farmers market, but way cooler 
and, presumably, minus all the 
strollers and dogs. 


Last but not least, before he was 
the booking guru at Radio Bean, 
songwriter joe adler was the 
host of a nifty weekly series at 
Parima’s Acoustic Lounge called 
Burgundy Thursday. To refresh 
your memory, each week featured 
a different set of songwriters 
sharing stories and songs in 
an informal “in the round”- 
style setting. It was a neat and 
engaging way to check out local 
tunesmiths. Sadly, when Parima 
closed, so too did BT end. (It’s 
not the greatest fit for the rowdy 
Three Needs crowd, I’m afraid.) 
Good news! Adler is bringing 
the series back this week and will 
likely continue it on a monthly basis. 
He’ll host it at the New City Galerie 
in Burlington this Thursday, April 16. 
Joining Adler for the BT redux will 

be AARON FUNN, ERIC GEORGE and MICHAEL 


CHORNEY. 

Oh, and speaking of Chorney, you 
can find him with his stellar all-star 
band magic city at the Haybam Theatre 
at Goddard College this Friday, April 
17. That oughta tide you over until his 
ridiculously good new record with 
maryse smith comes out next week. © 
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Everyday People Songwriter Gregory alan isakov has a knack for finding wonder in the mundane. 
The latest example of this is the South Africa native’s new record, The Weatherman. Quietly stirring and sincere, the 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PI 


record has drawn raves from the likes of the Washington Post and Esquire. Writes the latter, the album is “straightforward 


barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL & BURRITO 




and pure, and manages to reveal the beauty in ‘everyday’ moments.” Isakov appears at the First Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Burlington this Friday, April 17, with songwriter jolie Holland. 
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Phil Yates & 
the Affiliates, 

No Need to Beg 

(ALMOST HALLOWEEN TIME RECORDS, DIGITAL 
DOWNLOAD. VINYL) 

The 1990s are hot right now, and Phil 
Yates is into it. Beginning with the title 
of the Burlington songwriter’s latest 
album, No Need to Beg, which recalls the 
Cranberries' 1994 hit No Need to Argue, 
’90s alternative rock references abound. 

On his second full-length album with his 
band the Affiliates, Yates doesn’t abandon 
his steadfast influence, Elvis Costello, 
but accompanies him on a '90s alt-rock 
walkabout, exploring the desire for 
something more. 

From the first track, “Burn It Down, 
Bernadette," which would be at home 
on the Gin Blossoms’ New Miserable 
Experience, Yates wants to instigate 
change. He emphatically urges a former 
lover to set her stasis ablaze, singing, 
“Lather, rinse, repeat with kerosene / The 
embers will spread from town to town, / 

So burn it down.” “Co-Pilot,” much like 



the 1997 Letters to cleo song of the same 
name, is a dare, with Yates ready to throw 
caution to the wind, declaring, “My car 
has a full gas tank / I’m ready to empty out 
the bank.” He then tempts the listener to 
“leave at the count of three” on a journey 
toward the unknown. 

“Grass Is Always Greener” tells of the 
darker side of domestic discontent. “A 
roving eye never did anyone any good,” he 
sings, suggesting that sometimes, despite 
temptations, what we already have is 
exactly what we need. The Wurlitzer 
piano, played by bassist Raph Worrick, 
adds depth and variety to the song. 

With the exception of the borderline 
cringe-worthy “Masterpiece,” Yates keeps 
with the writing skills showcased on 
previous albums, particularly his penchant 
for wordplay. In the rocker "Little French 
Earthquakes," he is delightfully creative 


with rhyme. This track adds a sexy twist 
to the album, with Worrick and drummer 
Jake Blodgett building tension with a 
bass-and-drum break that leads to the 
coolest guitar solo on the album. 

While Yates’ Costello-ish singing is not 
strong it is approachable and endearing, 
and he exercises prudent editing on the 
sparse closing track, “Insomnia," on 
which he plays all the instruments. Kevin 
Stevens balances Yates’ cleaner guitar 
tone with his overdriven solos on “Little 
French Earthquakes" and “Drinking for 
Two" and adds texture to “I’m Thrilled” 
with slide guitar. Blodgett’s drumming is 
enthusiastic, if loose, keeping the energy 
high. 

Throughout No Need to Beg, Yates 
seems to wish things were just a little 
bit different. As dreary winter weather 
dragged on, pushing Vermonters to dream 
of alternate realities, Phil Yates came up 
with a likable pop-rock record that lets us 
know he’s right there with us, dreaming of 
a sunnier future. 

Phil Yates & the Affiliates play Friday, 
April 17, at New City Galerie in Burlington. 
No Need to Beg is available at philyates. 
bandcamp.com. 

KRISTEN RAVIN 


Dan Johnson and 
the Expert Sidemen, 
Mercury 85 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Leaving behind New York's Hudson Valley 
and burrowing in a cabin in Jericho, folk 
singer Dan Johnson ruminated on, then 
wrote and recorded, his third album. 
Mercury 85. A follow-up to his 2013 full- 
band effort with the Expert Sidemen, 
Bound JbrAbiquiu, the new album is spare 
and honest — it's effectively the diary of a 
lonely boy’s travels scrawled on the backs 
of dinner napkins. 

Johnson generally relies on an acoustic 
foundation for his folky drawl. But he also 
experiments with rock-and-roll inflections 
that add layers and depth. The opening 
track, “Out on the Road," revs up with 
drum kicks and a bluesy, reverb-drenched 
guitar. Reveling in his vagrant wanderlust, 
Johnson sings, “Eating hot dogs and Frito- 
Lays / out on the road for 17 days / The 
inside of my car smells like a dirty sweat 
sock / 1 don’t got a boss, and I don't have 
to punch a clock." 

The rock by no means overpowers 
Johnson’s mellow vibes. Even on the 
record's loudest cut, “What Doors Are 
For,” his level of angst doesn't get much 
past high school band practice in a 
buddy’s garage. 



Johnson cruises with gritty twang and 
steady pace though the record’s 12 songs, 
each evoking a southern, porch-rocking- 
chair feel. Small kinks in instrumentation 
and vocal pitch pass for authenticity, 
stringing his musings together like the 
white lines on a long stretch of highway. 

On the whole, Mercury 85 is consistent 
Johnson’s tunes are lyric driven, poetic 
and prophetic. The chord progressions are 
simple, even canonic — picture something 
like the Soggy Bottom Boys’ “I Am a Man 
of Constant Sorrow" reimagined by Bob 
Dylan. That unfiltered talk-singing comes 
out in full on the blues cut "Allentown," 
where we find Johnson in a loner’s 
paradise sopping up the last bits of a 
one-sided affair. “It’s a two-room flat way 
down in Allentown," he speaks over a 
wandering banjo line. “She don’t love me 
but I'll stay as long as she lets me hang 
around / She makes me coffee in a Turkish 
coffeepot / She can’t be sold, she swears 
she won’t be bought.” Johnson’s broken 


© GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


romantic streak gives the songs substance 
and lends the album a relatable charm. 

The trope of lost lovers fades in and 
out of Johnson’s writing. The second 
track, “Rose,” speaks of a one-night 
encounter with a nameless woman. In a 
somber yet endearingly hopeful refrain, 
Johnson informs us that if we see a girl 
with a rose tattoo, we should let her know 
he loves her. 

Stripped down to vocals and acoustic 
guitar, the title track epitomizes good 
songwriting as unapologetic self- 
expression. Here we get Johnson's life 
story as he laments absent friends, a 
broken marriage and an increasingly 
rundown body. Yes, there are depressive 
effects to the song, but there's 
lightheartedness, too. You can’t help but 
appreciate the double entendre in the 
refrain in which Johnson insists that, 
despite the haggard appearance of his old 
jalopy, “it’s got a lot of life underneath the 
hood.” (Wink, wink, nudge.) 

After the trip through smoky bars and 
sunset skies that is Mercury 85, Johnson 
lulls us out with dreamlike fingerpicking 
on the final track, "Drive.” It’s a cathartic 
ending that falls somewhere between 
toked up and burnt out. It feels right. 

Mercury 85 by Dan Johnson is available 
at danjohnsonandtheexpertsidemen. 
bandcamp.com. 

STACEY BRANDT 
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Family Ties Collectively, influential British folk guitarist martin carthy 
and his daughter, acclaimed fiddler eliza carthy, have appeared on more than 200 
albums. But somehow 2014's The Moral of the Elephant is their first as a duo. It was 
worth the wait. The scribes at AllMusic.com call it “a classic in its field.” And they’re 
right. Moody and understated, Elephant is an elegantly rendered work that pauses 
thoughtfully on folk tradition while simultaneously subverting it with gentle grace. 
Martin and Eliza Carthy perform at All Souls Interfaith Gathering in Shelburne this 
Saturday, April 18. 
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High and Dry On their forthcoming album, California Nights, indie-rock duo best 
coast get weird. Born of insomnia-fueled bursts of creativity and inspired by the paradox of living 
in a paradise with no water, the record is the band's most psychedelic and dichotomous to date. It 
plays almost like a night out in LA itself: hazy and seductive, but laced with the darkness looming 
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Bound and Determined 



Mary Admasian, Vermont Supreme Court Gallery 


a painted 
white square 
"hole" in the 
center. Black 
barbed wire 

the canvas in 
multiple hori- 
zontal and 

The view is from the 
bottom of the well looking 
up, expressing the flip sides 
of hope and hopelessness. At 
the top of the well, bright 
white suggesting light 
and organic brush strokes 
hinting at grass tease the 
viewer. "The Well” seems 
to depict psychological 
confinement or depres- 
sion. That may not be 
light at the end of the 

Admasian’s work con- 
cerns itself with many issues, 
including gender and societal 
constraints. In "Black AND 
White,” the sophisticated 

ers to investigate the title 


“The Last Flight" 
and “Halted Journey" 

titles describing the 
deaths of Charaxes 
and other types 
of butterfly, 
caught up in 
netting and 
barbed wire. 

“The Last Flight" 
captures six butterflies, 
seemingly still in motion, 
between layers of netting. 

Their arrangement — separated 
from one another by barbed wire 
and on display — makes viewers 
unwitting participants in their 
captivity. These are beautiful but 
disquieting images whose literalist 
titles contribute to the narrative. 

In addition to assemblages and 
sculptures, Admasian includes two 
black-and-white mixed-media paint- 
ings in the exhibit. Distinctive for their 
stark graphics, “The Well” and “Black 
AND White - When will the discrimination end?" 
are hung in the front room on opposite walls, possibly 
intended as a pairing. 

“The Well” (40-by-30-inch barbed wire, acrylic and 
spray paint on canvas, 2015) is a wide black rectangle 


N atural and man-made elements conspire 
to create a beautiful, dark vision in Mary 
Admasian’s new exhibition “Boundaries, 
Balance and Confinement: Navigating the 
Limits of Nature and Society” at the Vermont Supreme 
Court Gallery. The Montpelier artist infuses every one 
of her mixed-media constructions with provocations, 
enlightening the viewer with titles and descriptions. 
But she also leaves the work exposed to individual in- 
terpretation, thus allowing the show to resonate deeply. 

Admasian’s 23 works are composed of natural mate- 
rials, including dirt, rocks, wood, chicken bones, feath- 
ers and butterflies, used in com- 
bination with floral wire, netting, 
1 1] | l 1 1 1 a chain saw, found objects and 
HJIUUifl lots of barbed wire. In fact, ever)' 
piece in the show incorporates or 
highlights barbed wire, underscoring the concepts of 
constraint indicated by her title. 

In her artist statement, Admasian writes, "Rusted 
objects have always been of interest to me and, in 
particular, the connective yet alienating beauty of 
barbed wire.” Indeed, her associations with the stuff 
are charged, and will likely evoke reactions in view- 

Barbed wire comes in many styles; even the word 
“barbed” has multiple meanings: physically thorny 
and prickly, as well as acerbic, cruel or taunting (in ref- 
erence to language). In 
“Boundaries," Admasian 
carefully curates the ma- 
terials she incorporates 
with found objects, and 
she is equally concerned 
with language. Case in 
point: “Go Cut Yourself 
a Switch” (8-by-4-foot 
acrylic on board, 2014), 
the visual focal point of 
the show. Six bundles of 
five willow switches are 
each mounted vertically 
on a neutral-colored 
horizontal board and 
held in place with 
a short length of 
barbed wire. 

Some viewers will be 
familiar with the title’s 
meaning, but it’s not 
terminology common 
to everyone. A “switch” 
thin tree branch — typically willow — and used for 
corporal punishment. An adult might require that an 
about-to-be-disciplined child go out and cut her or his 
own switch, thereby inflicting psychological pain along 
with the physical. 


ALL OF IT IS 
FINELY EXECUTED 
WITH EXQUISITE 
ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL. 

> a short whip cut from a 



ART SHOWS 



NEW THIS WEEK 


PORTRAIT OF A MAN: GOVAERT FLINCK AND 
THE REMBRANDT SCHOOL': A talk by the Robert 


12. Speeder & Earl's: 


question: “When will the discrimination 
end?" The location of the exhibition 
itself, the lobby of Vermont’s Supreme 
Court, insinuates itself into the viewing 
experience, as do recent headlines. With 
the halls of justice nearby, it’s possible to 
read hope or despair into these works. 

The back room of the gallery holds 
“But Why?”, the largest piece in the 
show by far. Although it’s fully realized 
here, in a larger space it might be part of 
an even bigger installation. The work’s 
subtitle, “Dedicated to those who have 
been victims of childhood sexual abuse," 
leaves no misunderstandings about the 
content. A wire box spring serves as the 
core; its coils hold items painstakingly 
sourced from a past era. These include 
a child’s faded yellow dress, a broken 
alarm clock, a No. 8 black billiard ball 
and a No. 10 blue one, a seven-inch vinyl 
record of “If I Had My Way,” pink tulle, 
playing cards, a Pinocchio head, an old 
Playboy magazine, three poker chips and 

The gallery is too small and “But 
Why?” is too large for it to be hidden, 
yet the piece seems to exist in a pri- 
vate space of its own. Although signs 
in the exhibit instruct visitors not to 
touch the works, it’s easy to imagine 
this piece as a healing touchstone for 

Much of Admasian’s work is poetic, 
some of it is shrouded in mystery, and 
all of it is finely executed with exqui- 
site attention to detail. Whether we 
see her handiwork in the precision of 
the 350 pieces of spray-painted white 
barbed wire inserted in “The Plank,” 
or in the winding procession of wire in 
“The Nest,” Admasian is attentive and 
present. Having created all this work 
within the past 18 months, she seems 
to have opened a rich vein for further 
exploration. 

MEG BRAZILL 


in conjunction with the 'HeART & Home* exhibits in 
540-0406. ArtsRiot Gallery in Burlington. 

chittenden county 

0 INTERPRETING THE SURFACE': Textiles by 

17, 5:30-7:30 p.m. April 17-May 26. Info. 985-3848. 


stowe/smuggs area 

0 HEE SOOK KIM & CHRISTOPHER SHULTIS: 

Cage. Art talk: Thursday. April 16. 4:30 p.m. April 
16-23. Info. 635-1496. Black Box Gallery. Visual Arts 

KATHLEEN KOLB: 'Houses." paintings influenced by 

Vermonters live. April 22 June 22. Info. 253-8943. 
West Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park in Stowe. 


middlebury area 

ADVANCEO DRAWING EXHIBIT: Student artworks. 

outside Vermont 

0 ERNEST MONTENEGRO: Tlatmansquared: 

Wennberg Gallery. 0 HELEN SHULMAN: 'Happy 
by the Quechee panter. Clifford B. West Gallery. 

Gallery. 0 JONATHAN SA'ADAH: Seeds of Change: 
Upper Valley 1968-1975," photographs from the 

Library. @ STEPHANIE SUTER-. 'Invisible," silver- 

April 17, 5-7 p.m. April 17-May 20. Inro, 603-448-3117. 

ART EVENTS 


ALISSA FABER: The Burlington-based artist 


GRAPHIC DESIGN THESIS EXHIBIT: "WOVEN." 
Gallery. Montpelier. Friday. April 17. 7:30-9 p.m. Inf 


visitor and the gallery space. THOMAS BRENNAN: 

Info. 865-7166. Vermont Metro Gallery. BCA Center 
BELONGINGS': Works by sculptor Ruth Shafer. 

‘BOOK WORKS': Artists redefine books using 
24. JAMES VOGLER: Abstract oil paintings by the 

'BURLINGTON THEN AND NOW: ISO YEARS A CITY': 

Collections dating back to the 1660s. along with 
865-7211. Fletcher Room. Fletcher Free Library in 
CARA LAI FITZGIBBON: "Home." an exhibition of 

735-2542. New City Galerie in Budington. 

CHANCE MCNIFF: 'Geometrically cosmic." acrylic 


Through May 31. Info, 859-9 

CHRISTINE WICHERT: The artist's "J; 

CIVIL WAR OBJECTS FROM THE UVM 
COLLECTIONS': Heirloom items donated to 


Saturday. April 18. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Info, 617-780 7701. 
ONE SPRING FLING: A fundraising night for the 

Month. North End Studios. Burlington. Saturday. 
April 18. 7:30 p.m. 520 each; two for $35 In 

'EAT FOR ART: A silent auction of nearly 20 works 

to the 2015 Middlebury Arts Walk season. American 
Flatbread (Middlebury Hearth), Wednesday, April 


ONGOING SHOWS 


'ABSTRACT ALL STARS': A group exhibition of 
Through April 30. Info. 225-614-8037. South Gallery 
'BACK TO NATURE': Textiles, paintings and mixed 


. Through May 17. STARING BACK: 

THE CREATION ANO LEGACY OF PICASSO'S 
DEMOISELLES D'AVIGNON': The exhibit explores 

technologies. Through June 21. TRAVELERS IN 

doctor H.A. Durfee Jr. between 1951 and 1953. 
Through June 2B. Info, 656-8582. Fleming Museum. 
UVM in Budington. 

DJ BARRY ART: "Project Stencil," spray paint on 
Through April 30. Info, 658-2010. Indigo Salon in 
'DOUBLE VISIONS': Collaborative collages in 
April 25. Info. 578-2512. The S.PAC.E. Gallery in 
ESSEX ART LEAGUE SPRING ART SHOW: League 
Through May 2. Info. 849-2172. Arts Alive Gallery in 
‘FUNCTION. FIRE AND FUN': An exhibit or 
students. Through April 30. Info. 863-6458. Frog 

life interesting. Through May 31. Info. 540-0107. 

‘GRACE: GRASS ROOTS ART 8, COMMUNITY 


'HEART & HOME': Pam Favreau. Janice Walraren. 

Project’s HeART 8, Home series. Through April 30. 
Info, 863-6713. North End Studio A In Budington. 

THE INNOVATION CENTER SHOW: Group exhibits 

Cheney and Wendy James, Curated by SEABA. 
Through May 31. Info. 859-9222. The Innovation 


"Boundaries, Balance and Confinement: Navi- 
gating the Limits of Nature and Society" by 
Mary Admasian. through July 2 at Vermont 
Supreme Court Gallery, Montpelier. 




VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 


SHOWS IN TRULY PUBLIC PLACES. 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIESiSSEVENDAYSVT.COM 


art 




Victor Ekpuk Artist Victor Ekpuk says on his website, "The subject matter 
of my work deals with the human condition explained through themes that are both 
universal and specific.” For his touring exhibition, “Auto-Graphics,” at the Hood Museum 
of Art through August 2, the Washington, D.C.-based artist communicates his emotions 
with graphite on paper. His self-described "stream-of-consciousness style” employs 
symbols and a secret-code language called Nsibidi that’s used in his native Nigeria. From 
Tuesday through Friday, April 21 to 24, visitors can see Ekpuk in action: He’ll be drawing a 
mural on the wall of the Hood’s Lathrop Gallery on the Dartmouth College campus. Check 
the museum website for “performance” times. On Friday, April 24, at 4:30 p.m., Ekpuk will 
give a talk, followed by a reception. Curator Allyson Purpura will lead a tour on Saturday, 
April 25, at 11 a.m. Pictured: “Santa Fe.” 



JONATHAN VANTASSEL: 'So handsome! I know 


•A LEGACY OF CARING: KURN HATTIN HOMES 
FOR CHILDREN': A historical exhibit of Kurn 




MAPLEHILL SCHOOL STUDENT ART SHOW: 

30. Info. 454-7747. Vermont Statehouse Cafeteria 


MARY ADMASIAN: 'Boundaries. Balance and 



Info. 828-0749. Vermont Supreme Court Lobby in 







'SLOPE STYLE': Thirty-five fully accessorized 


'VIBRANT COLORS': An exhibition of seasonal 

Amalia Elena Veralli. Through Apnl 25. Info, 244-7801. 


VERMONT- A PERSONAL VIEWPOINT: Eighteen 
June 3. Info. 472-6857. Grace Gallery at the Old 


mad river valley/tvaterbury 

BEN FRANK MOSS & VARUJAN BOGHOSIAN: 

767-9670. BigTown Gallery in Rochester. 


CATHY STEVENS PRATT: Vessels." a colorful 

Through May 17. Info. 244-8581. Waterbury 


THE GATHERING': Thirty-three members of the 

media and styles. Through June 26. Info, 496-6682. 
Festival Gallery in Waitsfield. 



Mark Gonyea Vermont- 

based graphic artist Mark Gonyea knows 
how to capitalize on a niche (see: geek) 
market. He’s successfully funded six of his 
poster projects through the crowdsourcing 
site Kickstarter. As a result of his latest 
campaign, Gonyea has hung an exhibition 
of five posters, titled “Name That Game,’’ 
at Dostie Bros. Frame Shop in Burlington. 
Inspired by popular board games such as 
Settlers of Catan and Pandemic, the works 
are on view through June 30. “I really 
loved the challenge of taking a wonderfully 
complex strategy game and distilling it 
down to an extremely simple but still 
recognizable design,” writes Gonyea in 
an artist statement. A reception will be on 
Friday, May 1, 5-8 p.m. Pictured “Catan." 


middlebury area 

EMERGING: CELEBRATIONS OF SPRING': Artwork 

KATHRYN MIULLO: 'Come What May.’ 14 oll-on- 
landscapes. Through April 30. Info, 458-0098. 

0 NICK MAYER: Illustrations offish and other 

Info. 3B2-9222. Jackson Gallery. Town Hall Theater 
ANDY WARHOL PRINTS': 'Recent Gifts From the 

Ntombi of Swaziland. Info. 443-3168. 'OUTSIDE IN: 
ART OF THE STREET: Graphic works by 19 street 


453-4130. Tourterelle in New Haven. 

PETER FRIED: The visual artist invites visitors to 

0 STEVEN JUPITER: 'Hubbardton Creek" a 

Friday, May 8. 4-9 p.m. Through July 26. Info, 917- 
686-1292. Steven Jupiter Gallery in Middlebury. 
SUSAN ALANCRAIG: 'Unexpected Journeys: 

388-4964. Vermont Folklife Center In Middlebury. 

nitland area 

CASTLETON ALUMNI ART EXHIBTION: Artworks 
August 28. Info, 468-6052. Rutland City Hall. 
GENE CHILDERS: 'Bits and Pieces.' sculptures and 


0 ‘LOVE OF IMAGINATION': 71 

MUFFY KASHKIN GROLLIER: F 

Through May 31. Info. 247-4295. Compass Music 


RUTH HAMILTON: 'Attention/Intention: Nature 

•WHAT IS LOVE?’: The gallery's annual Full House 

Rutland. 



KAREN HENDERSON 
JILL MADDEN 
JOE SALERNO 
GOWRI SAVOOR 


135 CHURCH STREET 
FOURTH FLOOR, BCA 




VTMETROGALLERY. 




802.860.2727 or 


mm 


Upcoming 

SHORT COURSES 


Blueberry Pruning & Soil Amenities 

MAY 7, 2015 1 $50 

Brewing Science, Safety & Skills 

MAY 11-17, 2015 | $1,500 

Winery & Equipment Considerations 

MAY 15-17, 2015 1 $350 

vtc.edu/agricultureinstitute | 802.728.1677 


VERMONT 

METRO 

GALLERY 


BACK TO NATURE 




CVMC 


CARE 


art 


► 



We are a not-for-profit clinic and 
we are here when you need us. 


Monday 

Saturday 

No 

LOWER 

All 

Lab 

thru 

& Sunday 

Appointment 

CO-PAY 

Insurance 

and 

1 0am-8pm 

9am-7pm 

Needed 

the ER 

Accepted 

X-ray 


Get in. Get out. Get Well. 


802.371.4239 / 1311 Barre Montpelier Road (next to Burger King) 




brattleboro area 

'CHILDREN OF THE OASIS': Ten tapestries by 


fiber-art exhibit. Through June 21. @ ‘DIALOGUE: 
LINDENFELO + LINDENFELD: Ceramics by Naomi 



May 3. GATHERING THREADS: CONTEMPORARY 



northeast kingdom 

'GET OUT OF THIS ONE: BROKEN SNOW REMOVAL 



MAGGIE NEALE: Landscape and abstract paintings 



northeast kingdom 



TWO VIEWS FROM HOLLISTER HILL': Recent work 



‘Amplifying Voices’ 

As part of planBTV South End, Jen 
Berger and Michelle Sayles secured 
a grant from Burlington City Arts to 
survey what South End residents actually 
want in their neighborhood. That group 
includes not just artists but seniors, 
immigrants, children and individuals 
with disabilities. To visually summarize 
the results, the women collaborated on 
a mural titled “ Amplifying Voices" that 
addresses such ideas as access to green 
space and the waterfront, safety on Pine 
Street and a community center. This 
Thursday, April 16, Sayles and Berger 
will host a talk about art and community 
in the context of ongoing development. 
Their aim is that “the South End’s less- 
vocal community members will stay part 
of the conversation,” says Berger. The 
discussion and reception is from 6 to 8 
p.m. at ArtsRiot on Pine Street. Pictured: 
"Amplifying Voices.” 





CALL TO 
ARTISTS 

2015 SOUTH END ART HOP: It's 




10, 5EABA Center, Burlington. 


ARTIST PROPOSALS FOR 
A NEW BUILDING: BCA and 

Street In Burlington. Details 

Deadline: April 27. BCA Center. 
Burlington. Info. 865-7166. 

A CALL FOR STRENGTH: 

July 21 to August 29. Deadline: 
June 12. Studio Place Arts. 




own table and 10-by-10-foot 

Isle Art Works. Through July 




Deadline: May 21. Community 
Info, 578-2512, christyjmitch- 


AREA ARTIST SHOW AT 
THE CHANDLER: For its 


a recent work. The gallery will 


26 and 27. 3-5 p.m. S10 fee. 
Crosby at 431-0204 or gallery i?' 

'ART+SOUL* CALL TO ARTISTS: 


Photo Contest Deadline: May 
Rutland. $10. Info. 775-0062. 

DOJO GROUP EXHIBITION: 

16 by 20) Monday to Friday. 
5-8 p.m. But please call 
ahead: 540-8300. Entry $10. 
Deadline: April 24. At the 


DOWNTOWN MORRISVILLE 
PUBLIC SCULPTURE 
COMMISSION: Professional 






OUTDOOR MURALIST: YEAR 

OF LOVE: Sharing art in the 




CHAFFEE PHOTOGRAPHY 

and sale June 12 to July 25. 


Sizes from 3 by 3 feet up to 10 

mall to Chaffee Art Center. PO 




PASSION’ CALL TO ARTISTS: 


Chaffee Art Center, Rutland. 
$25. Inro, 775-0062. 

STORY ILLUSTRATORS 
WANTED: Artists sought to 

Leddy (1883-1967). The artwork 
will be compiled/credited 

May 31. Info. 863-4030. 

SUMMER ART BODY’: 


STEPHANOPOULOS COLLECTION: M 

Through May 31. Info. 518-792-1761. The Hyde 
MARION WAGSCHAL: 'Portraits. Memories. 

August 9. Info. 515-285-1600 e«t. 205. Montreal 


Q RITA FUCHSBERG: 'Lost Treasure,' an exhibition 
Saturday. April 18. 5-7 p.m. Through May 3. Info, 
in West Rutland. 

SENIOR BFA EXHIBITION: A showcase of works by 

May 16. Info, 518-564-2474. Myers Fine Arts 
Building. SUNY Plattsburgh, N.Y. 

THE BARN’: Photographs by Sarah Cox. along with 

3. Info. 819-843-9992. Le Studio de Georgevllle. 
Quebec. © 
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RECYCLII 

It's what we do he 


KuEb 


Vii 


aki lEf&iijJl ' 


Find out what does - 
and what doesn't - go 
in your blue bin 

at cswd.net 


3oin us at The Coop as we 


Wednesday, April 22 s * 1 

lOBM to 5\>M 


57° discount Tor all 
MeMber-Owners 
and receive an 
addi-lional 57° of f in 
the Bulk Department/ 

Prize* & Baffle* 
all dav long 

Kid* Gardening 
& Face Painting 


Bicycle tune-up* by 
Onion Biver Sport* 


gw ‘.TV.’. VI 

Central Verwront 
Sdid Waste 
Management District 


Reduce! 


resource* in our 
coMMunrtv 

Reuse! 

Check out the 
GoMMunrtY Book 
Swap. Bring in 
your old books, to 
swap with other*. 

gecyde! 

Bring your old 
cell phone* and 
batteries to be 
rec/cled. 


•^Umiiiii Open 83M-8pM d3ilY 

bzb stone Cutter* Way, Montpelier, VT 
,Mw»mirvo»nw 8o2.22S.8ooo . www.hungerMountain.coop 













NEW IN THEATERS 

CHILD 44: Stalin's Soviet Union is the setting Tor 

star. Daniel Espinosa (Safe House) directed. (137 
MONKEY KINGDOM: This Disney nature documen- 

Linfield and Alastair Fothergill (Earth) directed. (61 
min, G. Essex. Majestic. Palace) 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2: The would-be officer of 

directed. (94 min. PG. Bijou, Capitol. Essex, 
Majestic. Marquis. Palace. Roxy. Stowe. Welden) 
TRUE STORY: A disgraced reporter (Jonah Hill) 

directorial debuL (100 min. R. Roxy) 

UNFRIENDED: In this found-cyber-footage horror 


in, R. Capitol. 

Essex, Majestic) 

WHILE WE'RE YOUNG: Writer-director Noah 

(97 min. R. Palace, Savoy. Stowe) 

WILD TALES: This Oscar-nominated anthology film 

NOW PLAYING 

71 ****1/2 In this acclaimed historical thriller. 

directorial debut. (99 min. R: reviewed by R.K. 4/8) 
AMERICAN SNIPER**** Bradley Cooper plays 

Clint Eastwood. With Sienna Miller and Kyle 
Gallner. (132 min. R; reviewed by R.K.1/14) 


CINDERELLA*** Cate Blanchett gets to step 

star. (112 min. PG; reviewed by M.H. 3/18) 

DANNY COLLINS*** An aging rock star who* 

and directed. (106 min, R; reviewed by R.K. 4/15) 

THE DIVERGENT SERIES: INSURGENT** Tris 

Winslet. Robert Schwentke [R.I.P.D ) directed. (119 
DO YOU 8ELIEVE?*l/2 A pastor strives to return 

FURIOUS 7 ***1/2 How did the thrill-seeking 

Walker, Michelle Rodriguez, Ludacrisand Dwayne 
Johnson. (137 min, PG-13; reviewed by M.H. 4/8) 
GET HARD** Screenwriter Etan Cohen (Tropic 

With Craig T. Nelson and Alison Brie. (100 min, R; 
reviewed by R.K. 4/1) 


directed. (94 min. PG) ' * ' 

IT FOLLOWS ****1/2 The title succinctly 


:y. Dev Patel and 




KINGSMAN: THE SECRET SERVICE***l/2 A 

THE LONGEST RIDE*l/2 In yet another tissue- 

directed. (139 min. PG-13) 

MCFARLAND, USA*** Kevin Costner plays a 


ratings 


* = could've been worse, but not a lot 
★* = has its moments; so-so 
*** = smarter than the average bear 


THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD 
H0TEL**l/2 The sequel to the 2011 comedy- 



During Vermont Restaurant Week, foodies will compete 
against one another in the Feeding Frenzy — a statewide 
Instagram scavenger hunt. The challenges will be 
announced on Friday, April 24, and participants have 
one week to complete the tasks. 

n _ Dinner for six in the butcher room at 

. Hen of the Wood cooked by chef Eric Warnstedt. 


SPIRITS creamery Market 



RULES B CHALLENGES: VERMONTRESTAURANTWEEK.COM 



COMMUNITY D 


Financial aid available 


OF VERMONT 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 



movies 








Nasal Strip 
Technology for 
Toenail Pain Relief 

Our feet often carry us miles 
a day, and every step can hurt 
if you suffer from an ingrown 
or excessively curved toenail. 
There is relief that doesn't 
include an invasive trip to the 
podiatrist for removal of the 
problem nail. 

It’s called the B/S-Brace, 
a thin strip of plastic and 
fiberglass which when 
adhered to the nail gently 
and continuously lifts the 
ingrown area from the nail 
bed. The effect is instant 
relief! The tension of the 
brace lasts several weeks, 
so as the nail grow out it 
is flatter and straighter, 
resulting in gradual and 
permanent correction of the 
nail curvature. 


Application is quick and 
the brace is clear and 
inconspicuous. It is available 
for men and women, and 
clients can have polish 
applied over the brace if 
desired. A thorough pedicure 
prior to application is usually 
required and the total 
number of brace applications 
over time depends upon the 
severity of the nail curvature. 


This service is available at 
Mini Spa VT in downtown 
Burlington. 



166 Battery Street, Burlington 
658.6006 • minispavt.com 



BIG PICTURE THEATER 



CAPITOL SHOWPLACE 



ESSEX CINEMAS &T-REX 
THEATER 



Home (2D & 3D) 




PALACE 9 CINEMAS 



PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 





Home (2D & 3D) 


THE SAVOY THEATER 



STOWE CINEMA 3 PLEX 




SUNSET DRIVE-IN 


WELDEN THEATRE 


mobile 



= MOVIE CLIPS = 


WHAT WE DO IN THE SHADOWS**** The New 

WOMAN IN GOLD **1/2 Sixty years after Nazis 

Simon Curtis (My Week With Marilyn ) directed. 
(109 min. PG-13; reviewed by M.H. 4/15) 


NEW ON VIDEO 

THE BABAD00K****l/2 See description in Now 
BIG EYES** In Tim Burton's biopic, Christoph 

MAPS TO THE STARS***l/2 David Cronenberg 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2: Al 

the action into World War 1 1. With Helen McCrory. 


l&fculture 

^^^■VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 

WHAT I’M WATCHING 



Zapped! is Just a little bit better than the average T&A flick. 


READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture 




IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: 


V 


Eva Sollberger’s 

SfUCKlNi 

VERMONT^ 


Watch at sevendaysvt.com 


Pewstersmiths Fred and Judi 
Danforth have been creating 
unique handmade pieces for the 
past 40 years. Eva Sollberger 
visits their Middlebury workshop 
to see the Danforth Pewter 
cofounders in action. 


Rain, mud and cold temperatures 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm 
of participants in the fourth 
annual Spectrum Sleep Out. 
Businesspeople, community 
leaders and students slept outside 
and raised $235,000 for homeless 
and at-risk teens 


MARCH 25, 2015 

Photographer John Churchman 
and his family live on a farm in 
Essex where they're raising Sweet 
Pea. an adorable 1-year-old sheep 
who has quite a following on 
Facebook. 


sponsored by: 


HOTEL r 
VERMONT | 





DAVE LAPP 


fun stuff 



MSHIN6 THDCUCH 




. 







NEWS QUIRKS BY ROLAND SWEET 


MORE FUN! 

STRAIGHT DOPE (P.29) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 

JEN SORENSEN 



HILLARY CLINTON 





WILL KEEP HEALTHCARE REFORM, 
SAVING COUNTLESS LIVES 

SUPPORTED IRAQ WAR, DOOMING 
COUNTLESS LIVES 

NOW FLYING THE RAINBOW 

FLAG 

SPONSORED A SILL TO BAN 
BURNING THE U S. FLAG 


VOWS TO FIGHT 

ECO nomc 

... PARTLY CAUSED 
sy HER HUSBAND j 


m 

INEQUALITY... 

DEREGULATING l 

WALL STREET 

iijf 



KISSINGER 

C-7TVK 

m 

i WOULD PREVENT 
\ TOTAL DESTRUCTION 

J of the supreme court 

CAN'T DO MUCH '-w 
ABOUT SCAL'A r 

m 

JT 

\ WOULD Be First 
WOMAN PREZ 

HARD SELL IN A 
country that Can't 
EVEN PUT A WOMAN 1 
HOSTON A MAJOR 
LATE-NIGHTTU SHOW I 

m 


SHE’S THE ONLY 

1 REALISTIC CHOICE 

She's the only ^ 

REALISTIC CHOICE 

*9 

Soreh&eu 


HARRY BLISS 



Curses, Foiled Again 

Cass Alder, 22, bought table napkins made 
with images of $100 bills on them, then 
cut out the images, glued them onto paper 
and tried passing one of the bogus bills 
at a convenience store. The clerk refused 
to accept it. Alder exited the store but 
left the bill behind. It was used evidence 
against him at his trial in Charlottestown, 
Prince Edward Island, where a provincial 
court judge sentenced him to 18 months' 
probation. (Charlottestown’s Guardian) 

Micah Hatcher, 36, was charged with 
auto theft after he drove a stolen vehicle 
into the Washington State Patrol district 
office parking lot in Bellevue. Hatcher 
had been arrested a few days earlier and 
came to the district office to retrieve 
some belongings that had been taken 
then. Troopers said they were alerted 
to the stolen vehicle by a witness who 
recognized it from a Facebook post and 
followed Hatcher to his destination. (Se- 
attle’s KOMO-TV) 

Overeater’s Lament 

After John Noble, 53, shot and killed 
himself at a Henderson, Nev., resort buf- 
fet, authorities said he left a suicide note 
blaming the resort for his death by with- 
drawing its offer of free meals for life. 

The M Resort Spa Casino awarded him 
unlimited meals at its buffet in 2010 for 
being an M “biggest winner.” Three years 
later, it banned him from the property for 
harassing some of the women working 
there. “I was unjustifiably kicked out,” 
Noble insisted on a two-hour DVD of him 
talking about his troubles that accompa- 
nied his note. ( Las Vegas Review-Journal) 

Nuptial Secrets 

An Indian bride dumped the groom after 
he incorrectly answered an arithmetic 
problem. Tipped off before the arranged 
marriage that Ram Baran was illiterate, 
Lovely Singh asked him to add 15 and 6. 
He replied 17, according to a police official 
in Rasoolabad, Uttar Pradesh. Father of 
the bride Mohar Singh said the “groom’s 
family had kept us in the dark about his 
poor education.” (BBC News) 

Also in Uttar Pradesh, when the groom 
at a wedding in Rampur had a seizure 
during the ceremony and was taken to 
the hospital, the bride and her family 
learned that he was epileptic and had 
kept that information from them. The 
angry bride then asked a guest, a member 
of her brother-in-law’s family, to marry 
her instead. He agreed. When the original 
groom, 25-year-old Jugal Kishore, re- 
turned from the hospital, he pleaded with 
the woman to change her mind, but she 
refused. Kishore and his family lodged a 
complaint, police official Ram Khiladi So- 
lanki said, “But since the bride is already 
married now, what can anyone do?” (BBC 
News) 



WEARABLEDEVICESO 

MEN CAN GENERATE 
ELECTRICITYWHILE 
MASTURBATING. 

Second- Amendment Follies 

The National Rifle Association banned 
working guns from its annual convention 
this year in Nashville, Tenn. The group 
will require the thousands of firearms 
displayed at the event to have their firing 
pins removed for safety. (Nashville’s Ten- 
nessean) 

Not-Pot Follies 

Sheriff’s deputies who stopped a ve- 
hicle in Lincoln, Neb., reported finding a 
16-ounce container under the front pas- 
senger’s seat labeled “Not Weed.” It held 
11.4 grams of marijuana. The 21-year-old 
driver admitted it belonged to him and 
was arrested. ( Lincoln Journal Star) 

After an assistant principal at a middle 
school in Bedford County, Va., found a 
plant leaf and a lighter in a sixth-grader’s 
knapsack, the boy was suspended for 
364 days and charged in juvenile court 
with possession of marijuana. Repeated 
testing, however, determined that the 
leaf wasn’t pot. Prosecutors dropped the 
charge, but the school upheld the suspen- 
sion, citing school policy prohibiting not 
only controlled substances, but also imi- 
tations. School officials ordered the boy 
evaluated for substance-abuse problem, 
which he doesn’t have. The school system 
also tried to reassign the U-year-old, who 
had been enrolled in a gifted-and-talent- 
ed program, to a program for troubled 
kids before allowing him to return to a 
regular school on strict probation. (Roa- 
noke Times) 

Helping Hand 

The adult video site Pornhub posted 
a promotional video announcing it is 
developing a wearable device so men can 
generate electricity while masturbating. 
Dubbed Wankband, it straps to a user’s 
wrist and makes electricity when moved 
up and down, then stores the power, 
which can be retrieved by using a USB 
port to charge laptops, phones, cameras 
and tablets. “We’re going to show men 
how they can save the planet while doing 
what they do best,” the Pornhub video 
said. ( New York Daily News) 
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Have a deep, dark fear of your own? Submit it to cartoonist 
Fran Krause at deep-dark-fears.tumblr.com, and you may see 
your neurosis illustrated in these pages. 
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you with excellent opportunities 
lingering problems, bring 
dramas to a conclusion and clean up old 
messes — even the supposedly interesting 


coming period will be good for? I'll tell you: 
1. Surrendering control-freak fantasies. 2. 
Relieving your backlog of tension. 3. Expelling 
delusional fears that you cling to out of habit. 
4. Laughing long and hard at the cosmic 
jokes that have tweaked your attitude. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In the mid-19th 
century, the entrance exam for the British 
Royal Navy was quite odd. Some candidates 


you? Can your personal demons somehow 
prove useful to you if you keep them wild but 
under your control? If so, how exactly might 
they be useful? Could they provide you with 
primal energy you wouldn't otherwise pos- 
sess? Might their presence be a reminder of 
the fact that everyone you meet has their own 
demons and therefore deserves your compas- 
sion? I suspect that these are topics worthy 
of your consideration right now. Your relation- 
ship to your demons is ripe for transforma- 
n — possibly even a significant upgrade. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Georgia 
is not just an American state. Its also a coun- 
try that’s at the border of Western Asia and 
Eastern Europe. Many people who live there 
speak the Georgian language. They have a 
word, shemomedjamo. that refers to what 
happens when you love the taste of the food 
you're eating so much that you continue to 
pile it in your mouth well past the time when 
you're full. I’d like to use It as a metaphor 
for what I hope you wont do in the coming 
days: get too much of a good thing. On the 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Piscean author 
Dr. Seuss wrote and illustrated more than 
40 books for children. Midway through his 
career, his publisher dared him to make a 
new book that used no more than 50 differ- 
ent words. Accepting the challenge, Seuss 
produced Green Eggs and Ham , which went 
on to become the fourth-best-selling English- 
language children's book in history, I invite 
you to learn from Seuss’s efforts, Pisces. How? 
Take advantage of the limitations that life 
has given you. Be grateful for the way those 
limitations compel you to be efficient and 
precise. Use your constraints as inspiration 
to create a valuable addition to your life story. 


CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 
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Personal service. Competitive rates. 
Local decision-making. 

Apply online, visit a branch, or ask your 
mortgage lender to meet you in the comfort 
of your home or office! 


800-NSB-CASH 
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Introducing: 
Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 
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PASSIONATE ADIRONDACK WOMAN 




OUTDOORSY. ARTISTIC. GARDENING 
DOMESTIC GODDESS 


LOOKING TO ADD MORE 

FUNNY. LOYAL. ADVENTUROUS AND FUN! 

each other, right? © Retrotat2grl. 29. Cl 
SOUTHERN GIRL LIVING UP NORTH 

and love sushi, trinityjade, 34. Q 

* RanaPlata. 55. Cl 
FUNNY. CONSCIENTIOUS. DEDICATED 


MUST LOVE MUPPETS 


LIVE FOR THE MOMENT 

BEACH BUM IN VERMONT? 

HERE AND NOW 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


some land together! Ijaynevt, 35, Cl 

HONEST. FUNNY. CYNICAL. OPTIMISTIC. 
CURIOUS 

'Describe yourself HONESTLY (Just how 
delightful are you?|.* Trying to follow 


:. ATTRACTIVE. ATTENTIVE 

Mountains. VTTrekl<er2015. 62 P 
WHITE FIRE OF THE STARS 

FUNNY. INDEPENDENT. GENUINE, 
DRIVEN. GIVING 


CONSISTENT. HARD-HEADEO AND 
FRIENDLY 


ECLECTIC. HEALTHY. INDEPENDENT 

over routine. HeavenlyVT. 61. Cl 
FLEXIBLE. FUNNY AND READY 

together. EllieHeart. 63. Cl 

MEN Aeikii^WSMEN 

PHILOSOPHER. LOVER. DIPLOMAT 

my friends. Naturalmystic55555. 23. P 

BURLINGTON'S MOST EUGIBLE 
BACHELOR 


ADVENTURESOME WOODSWOMAN, 
PLEASE APPLY! 


and belly laugh. ManRN. 35. Cl 
AVERAGE CUP OF JOE 


on a day off. But I also like a day Just 

COUNTRY BOY/CITY BOY 

Mountains. Like the hills, gardens. 


PRETTY. SWEET. OUTGOING. HONEST. 


GIVING THIS A TRY 


apply! NAKAdventure. 29. CJ 
LAID-BACK. PASSIONATE FRIEND 

\ yogafan. 59. P 


GOOD TIMES, LADIES ;-) 

Very laid-back. Just looking for FWB 

the wild side. eightmush69, 25. P 
THE CLOCK IS RUNNING 


AMBITIOUS, GENUINE. CARING 


MAKING A FRESH START 


SINGLE AND READY TO MINGLE 

redlegand!2979. 42 Cl 
OUTDOORS LOVER 


CARING. COMPASSIONATE. GIVING 

I WAS OLDER THEN... 

and a mule. PLAW46, 64. Cl 
PEN PAL FIRST. THEN WE SEE 
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loving. Must love pets. 86S630. 57 
DOWN TO EARTH 
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HOOKERS 


women 


MEN 


LONELY GIRL LOOKING FOR PLAYMATE 

POLYAMOROUS MOUNTAIN BUTCH 



GIRLS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN 

Vonnie, 24. Cl 


SUB SLUT 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 

ONES 


I WANT YOU TO FEEL 

HAPPILY MARRIED. LOVE SEX. 

TAKE A SWING IN HAMMOCK 

RAINBOW UNICORN SEEKS EROTIC 
ADVENTURES 




LOOKING FOR ANYTHING 

looking for ANYTHING; I do not care. 


do well. Naturalmystic5555, 2; 


SIT ON MY FACE? EXPERIMENT! 


Apply here. Makeshift. 22. C] 

DO YOU WANT PASSION AGAIN? 


edge. My partners ALWAYS come 

is my greatest high. You: sane (!), 


FUN FOR THREE 


HIGH ENERGY FOR YOU 

NEXUS-BOUND LOVER 

LOVE SEX WITH SEXY WOMEN 

LICK U LONG TIME 

or more. I like to eat (lick). dryer2014. 39 
EXPLORING BOUNDARIES AND LIMITS 


ADVENTUROUS COUPLE NEW TO SCENE 

BLONDE BOMBSHELL AND HER 
LUMBERJACK 

SEXY. FIT COUPLE SEEKING FUN! 

Hot young DDF couple (29-y/o male and 

FUN TIMES 

notsure. but want to try. DD-free and 

HAPPILY MARRIED COUPLE SEEKING 
"SEX-FRIENDS" 


HOT. SEXY. FUN TO COME 

FunLovingCoupleLooking4U. 48 


CASUAL AND PREFERABLY ONGOING 
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ASK 

ATHENA 



I am a 30-year-old trans woman, and I'm finally at the 
point in my transition where things are getting better 
in every aspect of my life. I met this guy who is totally 
supportive, loving and kind and doesn't mind taking 
things slow — the whole package. He has been with 
trans women before but says he is not a "chaser." which 
is a positive to me. I have an upcoming surgery, but in 
the meantime we are starting to get intimate. I don't 
really like anal sex, but I don't know what else to do. He 
says he doesn't mind, but I’m self-conscious about it. 

I'd like to be intimate with him. What should I do? 



Trans and Taking It Slow 

HW aW.3akii^5t Sfioty 

I'm so pleased you've met someone with whom 
you feel comfortable and cherished, and who is 
supportive of the exciting life changes you are 
experiencing. Hold on to him; he sounds like a keeper! 

Since he says he's OK with taking it slow, I think 
you should do just that. While sex is a great way 
to get physical, there are other roads to intimacy. 
Kissing, caressing, dancing, bathing, even sleeping 
next to each other— these are all ways to get cozy 
and close. 

What turns him on? If you don't know, ask. 

Learning to be compatible and satisfied in an 
intimate way isn't solely your responsibility — it 
should be a team effort. And I'm sure he'll enjoy 
discovering mutual pleasures with you. 

If you haven't tried oral sex yet, that's definitely 
something to explore. And when it comes to anal, 
share your reservations and discuss ways to make 
it more satisfying and comfortable before going 
for it. Keep the pressure off by treating it like an 
experiment. Showering together as a warm-up may 
help you get in the mood. Go slow, use lots of lube and 
engage in plenty of foreplay first You might enjoy it 
more than you expect. 

While your surgery may seem like a long way 
off the intimacy you create now — with or without 
sex — is really valuable. A healthy and successful 
relationship is built on more than sex. It's about 
sharing life experiences, supporting each other's 
interests and growing as friends, too. You can take a 
trip, sign up for a class or start a new hobby together. 
The stronger the foundation you build, the better the 
sex is when the time is right You have an exciting 
adventure ahead. 
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Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.co 
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BEAUTIFUL BLONDE AT HABITAT RESTORE 

When: Thursday, April 9, 2015. Where: Habitat 
Restore. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912888 

UON KING TAT? 

When: Wednesday, April 1, 2015. Where: Red 
Hen. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912887 

SHERPA KITCHEN 2 P.M. 

Kitchen. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912885 
2013 HANNAFORD. NORTH AVE 

North Ave. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912884 


LADY LAMB THE BEEKEEPER SHOW 


MY SHELL 

My one ... my Shell. I love you. I need you. I can 


SMILEY EYES 






in. 0912881 


When: Thursday, April 2, 2015. Where: lucid 
awakening. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912877 


isPb 


■ I W Mv Ifyou'vebeen 
spied, go online 
^ to contact your 

admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


JP’S FRIDAY NIGHT 


absolutely 


Where: JPs Pub. You. Woman. Me: Man. 0912880 
BLONDE, GOODWILL. SOUTH BURLINGTON 

April 4. 201S. Where: Goodwill, South 
Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912879 

PASSOVER SECTION OF SHAW'S 

Williston. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912878 
NEW MOON CAFE COUCH POTATO 

When: Wednesday. April 1, 2015. Where: New 
Moon Cafe. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912876 


FLIGHT FROM NEWARK TO BTV 

April 1, 201S. Where: flight from Newark to 
Burlington. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912875 

SKATE LAND GUY 

not. When: Saturday. March 21, 2015. Where: 
Skateland. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912874 


COFFEE AND ICE CREAM 

Fools' Day joke. When: Wednesday, April 1. 2015. 

CROCODILE MAN 




PROM DATE? 

When: Tuesday, March 31, 2015. Where: Peru 
Street You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912870 

CUTE GIRL AT CITY MARKET 

time. When: Wednesday, March 25, 2015. Where: 
City Market You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912869 

MELTING AWAY AT CHEEVER’S 

You're the best friend I’ve got All love, MK. Every 

Cheever's Falls. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912868 
HEY, NIMROD! 

personals. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912867 


BLOND BARTENDER AT SKINNY PANCAKE 

waterfront. You: Woman. Me: Mon. 0912866 


MLC BAKESHOP BARISTA 


more. When: Thursday. March 26. 2015. Wher 
Winooski. You: Man. Me: Woman. 091286S 


SUNDAY IN NEWPORT 


Where: Newport. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912864 


YOUR FIRST FT 


person! When: Monday, March 23. 2015. 
Where: FT. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0912863 


GROWN. WISER AND SOBER 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 0912862 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, these 
people read Seven Days — 
you already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2000 local 
singles with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your own 
profile online. Don't worry, 
you'll be in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


Watch something LOCAL this week. 



CDL Class A Course 
Offered in Essex 

The Precision Driver Training 
School is accepting applications 
for classes that will be held 
Mondays through Fridays 
beginning May 4th 
from 4:00pm to 8:00pm 

$250 off for the first 
two applicants. 

Ph (802) 754-2842 or 
Website: www.vtdrivered.com 
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VERMONT 

Plan your art adventures with th 

e Seven Days Friday email bulletin including: 

0 Receptions and events 
# Weekly picks for exhibits 

0 "Movies You Missed" 
by Margot Harrison 

SEVEN DAYS _ / 

re: view 

0 News, profiles and reviews 

ART WORKS, WALKS © WORDS 






WE HAVE THE 
ANSWERS! 




Good StuSS 


GOODSTUFF.XXX 

A VERMONT COMPANY 

"For tobacco use only. Must be 18 yrs old. Positive ID required. 


ST. ALBANS (Superstore) 192 Federal Street BURLINGTON (Headquarters) 21 Church Street WATERBURY (ResortStore)14Sunset Dr. 
DERBYfKingdom Store) 4267 US Route 5 RUTLAND(Newest Store) 162 North Main Street NEWPORT, NH (Tax Free) 51 John Stark Highway 


WATERBURY 
STORE SPECIAL 
Gold Papers 
only $4.20 


EARLY BIRD DEADLINE MAY 1 1 

Buy online at jaypeakresort.com or skiburke.com 


5 
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3 DAY SALE!- APRIL 17-19 


Select bra 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 802.863.2569 • WWW.HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 


EVER WONDER ABOUT THE 
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CLEANING PRODUCT WE SELL? 


OUR CLEANERS 


THEIR GLEANERS 

• Many contain Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs) chemicals that you breathe in as 
you clean. 

• Have harsh perfumes, chemicals and surfactants 

• Are rough on the environment. 

• Many contain chlorine. Did you know a 
by-product of chlorine is dioxins, which are 
some of the most toxic chemicals known 
to science? 


Mvm 

Market and Cafe 


EATING IS BELIEVING 


EARTH DAY 
CLEANING SALE 



